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BILLING PARISH COUNCIL

Established 1894

Serving Bellinge, Ecton Brook, Great Billing and Little Billing

90 NON FORTUNK

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT 7.00 pm
ON MONDAY 11" MAY 2026,
AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING

PRESENT Clir. J. A. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council)
Clirs. Mr F. Brett, Rev. R. Burbidge, Mrs G. K. Chaggar, Mr R. Chamberlin, Mr S.
Johnson, Mr. P. Nock,Mr S. Rockall and Mr S. Young (all Members of Billing Parish
Council).

Also Present: Mrs C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council)
Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager)
Mr S. Hays (WNC Ward Councillor) arrived late
One Parishioners

1 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Clirs. Mr D. Brede and Mr S. Ward. Apologies were also
received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden). No apologies were received from Clir. Patel.

2 MINUTES
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 19" May 2025 (Folio Nos. 01/2025/APM -
04/2025/APM) were approved and signed as a true record.

3 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mr. J. A. Marlow gave his Annual Report, a copy of which can be found in Appendix I.

4 CHARITIES REPORT
Cllr. Burbidge read out the Annual Report of the Great Billing Pension Charity (see Appendix I1)
prepared by Rev. R. Burbidge.

5 OTHER REPORTS
No other reports received.

6 CLOSURE
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked those present for their attendance and
participation and declared the meeting closed at 7.09pm.
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APPENDIX 1

Chairmans Report 2025 - 2026

It would be very remiss of me not to start this year's annual report without mentioning the great loss to our community
with the sudden demise of councillor Graeme Gardner. Graeme's input was huge in the short amount of time he was
with us, and he will be sorely missed.

During the year several new councillors joined our team, and as was hoped for, they have brought with them a wealth
of experience and much needed knowledge of technology, finance, planning and health and safety procedures.

A review of our financial procedures was completed and found no cause for concern; however, it did highlight
opportunities for improvement, leading to several recommendations to ensure greater transparency and stronger joint
controls.

The existing building used by the green space manager for storage and maintenance has been outgrown, and a
workshop better suited to the requirements of the role is now being tendered.

Parish councillors are making a concerted effort to identify and report issues across the Parish and to hold West
Northamptonshire Council to account. To support this, a parish tracking system has been introduced that records
reported issues, allows progress to be monitored, and ensures that where action is delayed or not taken, the relevant
West Northamptonshire Council departments can be challenged appropriately.

This approach has already delivered positive results, including the installation of new swing seats and a bin at Bellinge
Playground, the clearance of several alleyways that had been neglected for many years, and the cutting back of
overgrown bushes along paths in Ecton Brook. While there is still more work to do, the tracking system enables ward
councillors to continue monitoring actions and helps ensure that responsibilities are followed through.

Parish objectives have been reintroduced with individual councillors being responsible to monitor the progress if any. A
new play area replacing the much loved but now obsolete tractor is as | speak nearing completion and I'm sure it will be
enjoyed by many.

Allin all, a very busy constructive twelve month, so, my thanks go to all your parish councillors for your very hands on
and sometimes face to face approach.

I also wish to thank Michael Clasper and his team for looking after a Little Billing Pocket Park for many years.

Thanks also go to Paul and Damien for their input and to Dick, Anne and lan (DF Phipps) for looking after our green
spaces which are the envy of many.

Politics aside | can't help but also mention Mark and Silas our West Northamptonshire Unitary Ward Councillors who
have worked tirelessly for the benefit of our community, particularly the help and support they have given to
Cre8Change and Bellinge Community House.

Last but not least, Carrie our Parish Clerk who fulfils a vital role looking after not only all the admin and finances but
ensuring that the pavilion and sports field is fully utilised. Carrie many thanks.

As you are all aware after 11 years, | am handing over the Chairman's role. | will miss the day-to-day contact with
Carrie and Paul, but my biggest problem is going to be retraining my dog Tess not to head for the office every day after
her morning walk. | wish my successor all the very best.

J A Marlow

Chairman
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APPENDIX Il
GREAT BILLING PENSION CHARITY
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2025

Trustees of the Charity are the Rector and Churchwardens of St. Andrew’s Church, Great Billing and two
representatives appointed by Billing Parish Council. Those serving as Trustees in 2025 were:

The Revd Richard Burbidge (Rector)
Mr Andrew Watson (Church Warden)
Mr Adrian Church (Church Warden)
Mr John Marlow (Parish Council)

The Revd Richard Burbidge is acting as treasurer The Charity continues to have as its object ‘the relief
either generally or individually of persons resident in the Parish of Billing who are in conditions of need,
hardship and distress by making grants of money or paying for items, services or facilities calculated to
reduce the need, hardship and distress of such persons. Preference to be given to poor widows over the
age of 60’.

The Charity’s funds are invested entirely in the COIF Charities Investment Fund, a Common Investment
Fund, set up under the Charity Commission Scheme, and subsequently under section 24 of the Charities
Act 2004. Dividends for the year are as reported in the Receipts and Payments account and form the
amount available to the Trustees for grant- making.

Unfortunately, no gifts were able to be given out in 2025 due to ongoing complications with the
signatory on the account. As far as we are aware these problems have been resolved so gift giving

should be able to resume in December 2026.

Richard Burbidge

R old—

Chairman of the Trustees

11 May 2026



GREAT BILLING PENSION CHARITY

04/2025/APM

Receipts and Payments Account — 1stJanuary 2025 — 31 December 2025

Balance as at 1stJanuary 2025

Receipts
Dividends from charity commissioners

LESS

Withdrawals

Represented by — National Westminster Bank Account 08159866

Cash balance at 31st December 2025

£1748.80

+ £851.25

-£0.00

£2600.05

The above statement has been prepared from the books and accounts of the charity. This statement has
been approved by the Trustees as an accurate reflection of the account. R. Burbidge.

Signed on behalf of the trustees
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Revd. Richard Burbidge John Marlow

11 May 2026



