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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 8th JUNE 2026 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. Mr. S. Johnson (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 
Cllrs., Rev. R. Burbidge, Mr R. Chamberlin (Vice Chair), Mr. J. Marlow, Mr. P. Nock, Mr. B. Patel, 
Mr S. Rockall and Mr S. Young.  

 
Also Present:    Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr. S. Hays (West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) Councillor) 
PC. J. Ballin (Northamptonshire Police) 
R. Clarke (Cre8 Change) 
A. Da Silva (Bellinge Pre-School) 
No Parishioners  
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Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs.  Mr. D. Brede, Mr F. Brett and Mrs. G Chaggar.  
Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) and Unitary Councillor Mr. M. 
Deakes.  No apologies were received from Cllr. Mr S. Ward.   
 
Co-option of Councillors 
Steven Marsh attended the meeting and gave brief presentation expressing his interest in joining 
the Council. Following a unanimous vote by show of hands, it was RESOLVED to co-opt Steven 
Marsh to fill the current vacancy on Great Billing Ward.  This now leaves one remaining seat in 
Bellinge Ward.   
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2026 (Folio Nos. 043/2026 to 
051/2026) were approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
None received 
 
To receive requests for dispensation  
None received 
 
Public Forum 
No parishioners in attendance.  
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
Rachel Clarke, from Cre8Change reported the following: 

• She will be increasing her sessions at Bellinge Community House to include Tuesdays and 
Thursday’s afternoons till 6pm.  These sessions will include functional courses.   

• On Wednesdays she will be working alongside WNC Wellbeing Service to provide a tea and 
coffee / drop-in centre at Jungle@Bips after the WNC Wellbeing walks.  
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Reports from Outside Agencies (continued): 
In the absence of the Highways Warden, the Clerk reported on his behalf that a number of issues 
had been identified and reported:  

• Potholes:  Worcester Close (Priority 3 - repair within 28 days), Fishpond Road, junction of 

Station Road and Fishpond Road (Priority 4 repair within 26 weeks), Wellingborough 
Road pothole to be repaired by 06/09/2026 and Manorfield Road by the crossing to be 
repaired by 11/11/2026. 

 
Anabela Da Silva from Bellinge Community Pre-School attended to discuss their grant application 
for £5,000.00.  Members were advised that the pre-school expects 36 children from September, 
including children with additional needs. The funding forms part of a wider project to improve 
children’s life chances, focusing on emotional wellbeing, communication, and preparation for 
school.   The grant would contribute towards sensory and outdoor equipment, repairs to facilities, 
learning resources, school uniforms, provision of healthy breakfasts/snacks, and support for 
families, reflecting increased demand, rising costs, and reduced external support services.  
The Clerk asked whether uniforms were compulsory.  It was confirmed this is not essential, but is 
beneficial in promoting a sense of belonging, reducing pressure on parents, and helping prepare 
children for school.  It was noted that Paul will visit to review the required repair work.  This item 
will be formally considered at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
PC J. Ballin, from Northants Police reported the following: 

• The Police advised that efforts are ongoing to increase the number of officers within the 
area. 

• Cllr Chamberlin enquired about the approach to tackling the use of private e-scooters. The 
Police explained that these are rarely seized directly from the street due to the logistical 
requirement of arranging a recovery vehicle. Instead, they focus on gathering intelligence 
and typically seize such vehicles from residential properties. 

 
Cllr. Hays reported the following: 

• Clothing Bins: He will contact the shop owners located at Bellinge to establish ownership 
of the land and determine whether permission has been granted for the clothing bins to be 
situated there. Cllr Rockall raised concerns that the matter has been ongoing for nearly four 
years and questioned why WNC has not yet resolved the issue. It was also noted that the 
clothing bins in Ecton Brook are located on a WNC-owned car park. 

• PPG: The Patient Participation Group is scheduled to meet again later this week. 

• Democracy and Constitution Committee: The committee has approved changes to the 
constitution relating to planning decision procedures. 

• Three-Weekly Bin Collections: A trial of three-weekly bin collections is being conducted for 
a period of one year. Councillors asked how residents could request additional bins if 
required; the reporting officer advised that they were unsure but would seek clarification. 
Questions were also raised regarding arrangements for residents who currently present 
black bin bags and those living in flats.  He confirmed he was unsure. Cllr Marlow advised 
that collection arrangements for these residents would not change. 

Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 2026/0864/FULL – 33 Lakeside Drive, Ecton Brook – Amended plans – No comments or 
objections 

• 2026/0978/FULL - 34 Lakeside Drive, Ecton Brook - Amended block plan - No comments 
or objections 

• 2026/1459/FULL - 3 Shepperton Close, Great Billing - Construction of rear and side 2m 
boundary fence - No comments or objections 
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Planning (continued) 

• 2026/1807/FULL - 11 Penfold Gardens, Great Billing - Detached garage –  Comments to 
be made: concerns regarding the lack of public notification within Penfold Gardens, the 
potential future use of the garage as separate accommodation or short-term letting, and 
a request for a condition ensuring it remains incidental to the dwelling; additionally, that 
the turning circle must be kept clear at all times to maintain safe access. 

• 2025/5085/FULL - St Anthonys Cottage 2 Elwes Way - Conversion of a former Church Hall 
to a two-bedroom dwelling house with associated internal & external alterations, 
including 3 No. pitched roofed dormer windows and 1 No. conservation-style roof light – 
Amended Plans -  Members noted the amended plans and agreed that the Parish 
Council’s comments remain largely unchanged.  While the reduction in dormer windows 
was acknowledged, Members agreed to be guided by the Heritage and Conservation 
Team.  The Council reiterated its strong request for the retention of the hedge, with a 
condition to prevent its removal or alteration.  It was agreed that the Clerk will submit 
the Parish Council’s comments accordingly. 

 
The following determinations had been received from WNC: 

• N/2020/0357 – Development Site, Fishponds Road - Erection of 54no bedroom Care 
Home (Use Class C2), with 31 car parking spaces and access from Fishponds Road and 
landscaping (Amended Description) - Withdrawn 

 
The following enforcement: 

• 26 Home Farm Close, Little Billing – Update -   Tom Lumunyasi Estate Surveyor in the 
Assets and Environment team at WNC has advised that whilst the fencing was removed, 
the retaining wall and associated land raising remains in place.  Given the non-
compliance, the matter has been referred to Legal Services to advise on the next steps. 

• 9 Church Walk - Following considerable discussion regarding the suspected building 
works and installation of solar panels, it was RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to 
report a potential breach of planning control to WNC Planning Enforcement Department 
for further investigation.  

 
Finance  
RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1st May to 31st May 2026. 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

Barclaycard Barclaycard payment LA2011S1-8 139.33 

D F PHIPPS Mowing/strimming April 
LA2011S1-8 

2842.80 

CPRE Annual membership 2026 
LA2011S1-8 

36.00 

ALEX STEVENSON The keynotes band for Fayre 
LA2011S1-8 

360.00 

PARISH & SHIRES 
COMMERCIAL  Bellinge Field Drainage 

LA2011S1-8 
8340.00 

MIKES DONKEYS Billing Fayre – Donkeys 
LA2011S1-8 

800.00 

YU ENERGY Gt & Lt Billing Streetlights Apr 
LA2011S1-8 

416.89 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Apr 
LA2011S1-8 

144.04 

CLOUDY GROUP LTD Pre-paid councillor IT support 
LA2011S1-8 

328.50 

ZURICH MUNICIPAL Additional Insurance prems - flail 
LA2011S1-8 

4290.99 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salary & payroll Service May 
LA2011S1-8 

6067.28 

BULLIMORES SAND & GRAVEL  Roller Hire for Bellinge Field 
LA2011S1-8 

106.66 

INTERLYNX SECURITY LTD Annual CCTV service agreement 
LA2011S1-8 

232.80 

ANGLIAN WATER BUSINESS  Pavilion water bill 10/2 - 09/5 
LA2011S1-8 

126.99 

BACA WORKWEAR & SAFETY  Bin bags, cable ties & tape 
LA2011S1-8 

82.84 

RENTOKIL INITIAL UK LTD Annual Hygiene Bin contract 
LA2011S1-8 

47.76 
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Finance (continued) 

55TH SCOUT GROUP Agreed Grant for BBQ 
LA2011S1-8 

400.00 

O2 GSM/Clerk Mobile April 
LA2011S1-8 

69.27 

CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband May 
LA2011S1-8 

55.44 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 14/4 - 14/5 
LA2011S1-8 

200.59 

NEST Clerk / GSM pension May 
LA2011S1-8 

738.68 

NATWEST BANK Bank fees April 
LA2011S1-8 

11.55 

 
Charges included in the Barclaycard payment were as follows: 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

ALDI STORES Catering for History Meeting 
LA2011S1-8 

9.26 

ALDI STORES Catering for Apr PC Meeting 
LA2011S1-8 

0.85 

CHAINSAWBARS Chainsaw part 
LA2011S1-8 

59.22 

SUPERIOR SERVICES Replacement keys for pavilion hirers 
LA2011S1-8 

70.00 

 
RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31st May 
2026 be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that May 2026 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and CCLA account 
be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr. Young. The account balances as 31st May 2026 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £14,402.67 

                         Reserve Account                           £134,753.01 
                         Investment Account                     £372,268.20 
 

RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation 
in May be APPROVED: 

 

Contractor Works Reason 
Cost (inc. 

vat) 

Date 
Agreed by 

Clerk 
Budget Codes 

The Key Notes 
(Alex Stevenson Band Billing Fayre Entertainment £360.00 01/05/2026 

4600                       
Event 

Expenditure 

600                
Billing Fayre 

  

Mikes Donkeys 
Donkeys/P
etting Farm Billing Fayre Attraction £800.00 01/05/2026 

4600                       
Event 

Expenditure 

600                
Billing Fayre   

Bullimores 
Plant Hire 
(Northampton) Rollering 

Roller the grass grids into the 
earth on Bellinge Field £106.66 11/05/2026 

4300                          
Repairs &                       

maintenance 

300                   
Bellinge Field 

  

Addison Print 

15 Banners 
@ £28 plus 
vat each 

More banners required and 
old ones are looking old and 
tatty. £504.00 19/05/2026 

4600                       
Event 

Expenditure 

600                
Billing Fayre 

  

Thomas 
Haulage Ltd Soil 

To bury the grass grids on 
Bellinge Field 

£264.00 18/05/2026 

4300                          
Repairs &                       

maintenance 

300                   
Bellinge Field 

 

Internal Control Report for Quarter 4 (including matters for attention) for the year ending 31st 
March 2026 was received and APPROVED. 
 
Effectiveness of System of Internal Control and Internal Audit report completed by Cllr. Rockall was 
received and APPROVED.  It was duly signed by Cllr. Johnson. 
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Finance (Continued) 
Members considered the options for installing a disabled toilet at the Pavilion.  Following much 
discussion regarding the proposed plans it was RESOLVED that further investigations needed to be 
completed by Cllr. Chamberlin with the help of Cllr. Rockall regarding the exact location and details 
brought to the next meeting.   
 
Members considered the replacement of the pavilion chairs, and it was RESOLVED to approve the 
purchase of two sets of Mogo 30 Comfort Deluxe Folding Chair & Trolley bundles from Winscombe 
Furniture at a total cost of £3,490.24 plus VAT (including £95 delivery), and to approve that the 
funding be met from Earmarked Reserves.   Clerk to action the agreed arrangements accordingly. 
 
Other Matters 
Cllr. Gardner 
Members considered appropriate arrangements to commemorate Cllr. Gardner and discussed a 
number of potential options. It was RESOLVED that a commemorative plaque be installed in the 
Garden of Reflection. The wording for the plaque will be prepared by the Clerk and brought to the 
next meeting for approval.  
 
Financial Control Review 
It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Marsh & Johnson be appointed to work with the Clerk to undertake a full 
review of all financial controls, financial policies and risk/governance procedures.   
 
Bushes near St Andrews Church 
Members considered whether to take on responsibility for hedge pruning along the alleyway 
between Lady Winefrides Walk and St Andrew’s Church, on land owned by Taylor Wimpey. As the 
developer has not maintained the area, and the GSM already undertakes grass cutting, it was 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council will assume responsibility for maintaining the hedges while the 
current residents remain in situ. However, the Council will not take responsibility for the large tree. 
The Clerk will write to the householders to inform them accordingly. 
 
Bizzy Bears Tree Request 
Members were advised that a request had been received from the nursery for the removal of 
trees within the Bizzy Bears Play Area, due to the trees dropping small debris and sap which may 
pose a health risk to children. The GSM reported that Trim and Proper had inspected the trees and 
confirmed that they are not dead, diseased, or dying, but do require maintenance. The 
recommended works include pollarding the willow and reducing the alder tree by approximately 
one third. As the GSM is unable to undertake this work, it was RESOLVED that a quotation be 
obtained by the GSM from Trim and Proper for the required maintenance. 
 
North Northamptonshire Council (NNC) Scoping Consultation  
Members considered the NNC Scoping Consultation and noted that, although the Parish falls 
outside the NNC area, there is a material interest in potential development between Ecton/Sywell 
Lane and the parish boundary due to nearby key facilities serving Ecton Brook. It was also noted 
that the Settlement Hierarchy Background Document indicates a preference to retain Ecton as a 
village. Following discussion and noting Cllr. Rockall’s suggestion to contact Ecton Parish Council to 
obtain details of their submission to help support the Council’s response, it was RESOLVED that 
the clerk submits a response supporting the retention of Ecton as a separate village to preserve 
the settlement gap from Northampton and protect local infrastructure. 
 
Pavilion Electricity Contract Renewal 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to seek quotes via Bionic and Clear Utility Solutions 
for the Pavilion electricity supply ahead of the October contract expiry. 
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Other Matters (continued) 
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Marlow expressed the view that an Any Other Business (AOB) item should be included on the 
agenda. The Clerk advised that matters raised under AOB cannot be discussed or determined, as 
this would not be transparent and would deny residents the opportunity to make representations, 
in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, which underpin openness and public participation in council 
decision-making. The Clerk further noted that Councillors are asked to submit agenda items in 
advance specifically to remove the need for AOB and ensure compliance with these statutory 
requirements.  It was RESOLVED that, notwithstanding the advice of the Clerk, a Councillor 
Statements section be included on future agendas, with the clear understanding that no 
discussion or decisions may follow such statements, and that any matters raised must be included 
on a subsequent agenda for formal consideration in accordance with the Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014.   
 
Street Lighting Remedial Works 
It was RESOLVED that that the Clerk be authorised to obtain quotations from alternative 
contractors for the street lighting remedial works, including, where necessary, provision for 
contractors to undertake their own electrical testing and column structural assessments. 
 
Playground Signage 
Members considered the proposed wording for the new playground signage. The GSM suggested 
that it would be beneficial to install a separate “no dogs” sign, incorporating a hook to allow users 
to secure dog leads. 
It was RESOLVED for the GSM to proceed with the no dog sign followed by the following 
playground notice: 

Playground Notice 

This playground is for children aged 8 years and under. 
No Dogs are Permitted in the Play Area 
This playground is locked each evening. 
Closing times will vary as gates will be locked at any time during the evening. 
No ball games. 
Please take your litter home or use the bin provided. 
Billing Parish Council accepts no responsibility for any injury, loss, or damage incurred while using 
this playground. 
To report any issues, please contact: 
Billing Parish Council 
Email: clerk@billing-pc.gov.uk or Telephone: 01604 785447 
 
Surplus Ecogrids 
Members considered the installation of the surplus Ecogrid material on the grassed area outside 
St Andrew’s Church.  It was RESOLVED that the GSM proceed at present just with the chicane area 
linking the Church Driveway to The Leys.  
 
Bins at Ecton Brook Lake 
A resident request was considered for an additional covered litter bin near the seating benches at 
Ecton Brook Lake, due to the current bin being poorly located and not easily visible, leading to 
litter in the area.   It was noted that the land in question is not owned by the Parish Council but 
WNC; however, it was RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk to contact WNC to raise the matter of 
installing a bin at this location, and to respond to the resident advising them of the Parish 
Council’s decision.  
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Updates  
Sporting Update 
Last Man Standing” matches are now taking place on Mondays (excluding parish council meeting 
dates) and Friday evenings on the field. 
 
Bellinge Field Works 
Access Works: Grass grids installed on 27th May.  
Goal Posts: Awaiting GSM to paint.  
Bin: Awaiting GSM installation.  
Football Pitch (White lining): Weekly marking has commenced. 
 
Billing Fayre 
The new management plan, risk assessments and Vulnerable person policy has now been 
accepted by Northants Police.  Training has been given to the GSM and Cllrs. Johnson, Chamberlin 
& Rockall regarding lost vulnerable persons and potential terrorist attacks etc.   
Cllrs were requested to assist on the day with event set-up and clear down, monitoring gate and 
car park, marshalling and supporting the crockery stall smash.   
 
Parish History Group 
The hard work of digitalising the hundreds of paper documents is now ending, and the history 
group are now starting to write articles to publish on the parish website.  If anyone knows of 
anyone that would like to give a talk about the history about any part of our parish, please let the 
clerk know. 
 
Lakes (Watkers, Cottage Gardens and Ecton Brook) 
No further updates have been shared with the clerk. 
 
Knife Amnesty Bin – Bellinge 
The knife Amnesty bin was successfully installed by Off The Steets on 19th May.  The Local PCSO’s 
have emptied the bin, and three knives had already been deposited. 
 
Parish Council Noticeboards 

• Relocation of the Bellinge noticeboard is awaiting action by the GSM. 

• The GSM has approached the owners of the Ecton Brook Post Office regarding replacing 
the existing noticeboard with a slightly larger one. The owners have advised that they 
would prefer the current noticeboard to either remain in place or be removed entirely, 
and are not agreeable to a replacement, even on a like-for-like basis. 

• The GSM has yet to obtain quotations for the replacement of any of the parish 
noticeboards. 

 
Heritage Boards 
The GSM advised that, even if usable components were salvaged from the most damaged heritage 
boards, only one board could be fully repaired. This would result in two boards remaining in a 
damaged condition, specifically those located at Great Billing Pocket Park and at the top of the 
Leys. It was further noted that, regardless of their physical condition, the information currently 
displayed on the boards is outdated, including incorrect website and email contact details. Cllr 
Marlow reported that he has been provided with filler by the GSM to attempt a temporary repair 
to the Pocket Park board; however, this does not address the wider issues. Cllr Johnson added 
that Cllr Brede had suggested updating the boards with revised content, including the addition of 
a QR code linking directly to the Parish Council website for more detailed historical information. 
The GSM has yet to obtain quotations for the replacement or refurbishment of the heritage 
boards.   
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Updates (continued) 
Great Billing Pocket Park Kick Wall Area 
Cllr. Marlow advised thinking to keep the pocket park pocket park.  Parish And shires are coming 
to quote   
 
Objective Update 
Held over  
 
Bank Account 
The switch should hopefully commence on 6th July finalising on 14th July. 
 
Great Billing Playground Renovations  
The playground works have been completed and the site reopened on 2nd June, with an official 
opening currently being arranged by Cllr. Rockall. Following a visual inspection today, the GSM has 
identified a number of issues, including springy equipment appearing to lift from the ground, one 
leg of the swing not being properly encased within the wet pour safety surface, and a section of 
the tower appearing to have been broken and inadequately repaired by being screwed together 
rather than fully replaced. These defects have been reported to Stephanie Lapac at Wicksteed. In  
addition, the invoice submitted by Wicksteed was found to be incorrect and has been returned by 
the Clerk along with details of the identified issues; a response is currently awaited.  Furthermore, 
the existing gate, which is not currently compliant with required standards, is in the process of 
being quoted for replacement by Parish and Shires.  Matt about availability for opening 
 
Little Billing Pocket Park 
Cllr. Young advised that volunteers are required to meet at the blue container at 10:00am on the 
second Saturday of each month, with approximately 15 individuals expected to attend this week. 
He is currently obtaining two additional quotes for the benches. It was also noted that the ride-on 
mower is currently not operational. 
 
Flower Baskets 
Installed on 18th May and are already flourishing. 
 
War Memorials 
Little Billing War Memorial: Repair works were delayed due to machinery breakdown and should 
have commenced by now.  
Great Billing War Memorial: Jesus has now been removed and waiting for confirmation from A J 
Mills that it was them that has done this. 
 
Noticeboard (Internal) 
The clerk has completed the background and will start work on the content in the next few 
months. 
 
GSM Workshop 
The GSM advised that they have had a number of people now visit the site however only one 
tender has so far been received.   
 
Tree Preservation Order Request 
WNC Tree Officer has confirmed the request is pending and will be progressed as workload allows. 
 
Exclusion of the press and public – due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted the press and public are excluded from the next item on the agenda: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                 060/2026 
     

 
 

Item 
no 

 Action 

097 
 
 

098 

It was RESOLVED that the terms of the new hire contract for Bizzy Bears Pre-School be approved.  
The clerk to arrange a meeting with Bizzy Bears for them to sign the agreement. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 21:53pm.  
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 13th July 2026 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, 
Penfold Lane, Northampton, NN3 9EF   
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