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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 11th MAY 2026 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. Johnson (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 
Cllrs. Mr F. Brett, Rev. R. Burbidge, Mr R. Chamberlin (Vice Chair), Mr. J. Marlow, Mr. P. Nock, 
Mr. B. Patel, Mr S. Rockall and Mr S. Young.  

 
Also Present:    Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr. S. Hays (West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) Councillor) 
R. Clarke (Cre8 Change) 
No Parishioners  
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Election of Chairperson  
Cllr. Johnson was elected to the office of Chair for the ensuing municipal year and duly signed the 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
Election of the Vice Chairperson  
Cllr. Chamberlin was elected to the office of Vice Chair.  
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs.  Mr. D. Brede, Mrs. G Chaggar and Cllr. Mr S. 
Ward.  Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden).   
 
Co-option of Councillors 
No one in attendance. 
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th April 2026 (Folio Nos. 035/2026 to 
042/2026) were approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
Cllr. Johnson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item number 080a - 2026/1701/TCA – (17A 
Elwes Way, Great Billing - Full removal of Poplar tree. Propose to plant two Cherry Blossom trees 
in place of this tree) as he is neighbour of the applicant.    
 
To receive requests for dispensation  
None received 
 
Public Forum 
No representations were made. 
 
It was RESOLVED to appoint Northants CALC DPO Service as the Council’s Data Protection Officer 
for the year ending 31st March 2027.   
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It was RESOLVED that the Financial Control & Internal Audit Policy be approved, and that Cllrs 
Brett and Young be appointed as Internal Controls Councillors for the year ending 31 March 2027. 
 
RESOLVED to appoint the Northants CALC Internal Audit Service to provide the Internal Audit 
Service for the year ending 31 March 2027. The service is independent, having no role in the 
Council’s financial procedures, decision-making, or management controls, and will therefore act 
objectively and impartially. The auditor’s competence, based on NCALC’s vetting process, was 
confirmed at the time of appointment, and a letter of engagement—agreed in 2023—sets out the 
audit scope and responsibilities. 
 
PFK Littlejohn were appointed as the External Auditors for the year ending 31st March 2027. 
 
Cllr. Chamberlin was re-appointed as Police Liaison Representative. 
 
Terms of reference was APPROVED for the below working groups and members appointed: 
  a) Finance Working Group – Cllrs. Chamberlin, Patel, Rockall  

b) HR Working Group – Cllrs. Johnson, Marlow and Rockall  
 
Confirmation was noted that Billing Parish Council is registered with the Information 
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) for the year ending 31 March 2027. 
 
Resolved that Billing Parish Council meets the conditions of eligibility to exercise the power of the 
General Power of Competence (“GPC”) and agree to use GPC.  
 
It was RESOLVED that following the amendments that the following council policies and risk 
assessments would be   APPROVED: 
 

Accessibility Statement 
 

Equality and Diversity 
 

Records Retention 
 

Asset Register & Disposal 
 

Expenses 
 

Reserves 
 

Biodiversity 
 

Financial Regulations 
 

Safeguarding 
 

Code of Conduct 
 

Grant 
 

Sexual & General Harassment 
 

Complaints Procedure 
 

Grievance Complaints 
 

Sickness & Absence 
 

Cookie 
 

Health & Safety 
 

Social Media 
 

Co-option 
 
 

IT & Email Policy 
 

Standing Orders 
 

Crime & Disorder 
 

Litter Picking 
 

Subject Access Request 
 

Data Breach 
 

Lone Working 
 

Training Statement of Intent 
 

Data Protection 
 

Model Publication Scheme 
 

Tree Risk Management 
 

Dignity at Work 
 

Privacy 
 

Volunteering 
 

Lost/Found Child & Vulnerable 
Persons Procedures & Reporting 
Forms 

  

 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Scheme of Delegation in accordance with the Financial 
Regulations.   
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The Governance Risk Register was reviewed and RESOLVED to approve it.   
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
In the absence of the Highways Warden, the Clerk reported on his behalf that several issues had 
been identified and reported:  

• Potholes: Fishponds Road, Valentine Way (Start date within 24 weeks), Fitzgerald Road, 
speed humps on Fishponds Road and Ecton Brook Road (start date within 24 weeks).  

• Failed green light at the top of Great Billing Way (fixed) 

• Blocked pathway behind Manorfield Road (tree has been removed) 
 

Cllrs. Hays reported the following: 

• Blue Badge – Please refer anyone experiencing issues with the re-issue of a Blue Badge 

• to him as he will advocate on their behalf. 

• Illegal Clothing Bins – The Legal team is currently progressing courses of action, dependent 
on land ownership. 

• Monthly Surgery – Attendance has improved. The next surgery will take place on 22 May 
2026, 11.00am–1.00pm. 

• Patience Participation Group – The group continues to encourage Brook Medical Centre 
patient involvement, including feedback from those with both positive and negative 
experiences. The new triage system is now up and running and appears to be working well, 
directing patients to the most appropriate services and helping to free up limited GP 
appointments. Brook Pharmacy has been invited to join the PPG to support a more 
joined-up, whole-system approach. 

• Governance and Standard Committee Member – A reminder to members of the 
importance of appropriate behaviour on social media. 

• Ecton Brook Community Hub – A meeting will be taking place between Bipin and Rachel to 
discuss the potential establishment of a community hub, operated by Cre8Change, running 
from Jungle@Bips on Wednesdays. 
 

Rachel Clarke, from Cre8Change reported the following: 

• Thursday afternoon/ evening sessions will run from June. 

• Sessions will include CV workshops, ESOL, and mindfulness sessions. 

• Thursdays will still run with open door policy. 
 
Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 2026/1392/FULL - Beechide, 30 Penfold Lane, Great Billing - Removal of existing 
conservatory and build new single storey flat roofed kitchen/diner extension – No 
comments of objections.  

• 2026/1701/TCA - 17A Elwes Way, Great Billing - Full removal of Poplar tree. Propose to 
plant two Cherry Blossom trees in place of this tree - Councillors want to express concern 
regarding the proposed removal of the tree; however, agree to follow the expert opinion 
of Mr Michael Venton of WNC.  Clerk to write to WNC - Cllr Johnson took no part in the 
discussion or vote on this matter during this agenda item 

The following determinations had been received from WNC: 

• 2025/4074/LDP - 17 Lasham Court, Bellinge - Lawful development certificate (proposed) 
for change of use of dwelling house use Class C3 to Class C3 (b) – Approved 

• 2026/0376/FULL / 2026/0377/LBC - Old Rectory, Elwes Way, Great Billing - Conversion of 
detached garage into home study and replacement of roof - Approved 
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Planning (continued) 

• 2026/0961/S73 - 9 Lady Winefrides Walk, Great Billing - Variation of condition 2 Revised 
plans to show change of double garage to single, small extension to study at front, 
alterations to frontage, roof and east elevations of approved 2025/0804/FULL [Single 
storey front extension, two storey rear extension, single storey first floor front and side 
extensions and rear balcony] – Approved 

• 2026/1050/TCA - 3 Elwes Way, Great Billing - Ash tree growing within close proximity to 
a dry-stone retaining wall that has collapsed. This tree needs to be removed to be able to 
repair the wall. To repair the retaining wall, the soil behind needs to be excavated. This 
will undermine the tree roots which will cause instability - Approved 

 
The following enforcement update has been received: 

• 26 Home Farm Close, Little Billing – No further update received. 
 
Finance  
Duplicate to agenda item 077 - It was RESOLVED to approve the Scheme of Delegation in 
accordance with the Financial Regulations.   
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the list of Regular Payments arising from a continuing contract, 
statutory duty, or obligation. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the use of variable direct debits in accordance with the Financial 
Regulations. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the use of BACS payments in accordance with the Financial 
Regulations 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the use of Bankers Standing Orders, should the Council wish to do so, 
in accordance with the Financial Regulations. 
 
It was noted that the Parish Council’s insurance policy commences on 1 June 2026, and it was 
RESOLVED to approve the total charge of £4,290.99 inclusive of Insurance Premium Tax. This 
represents year two of a five-year fixed-term agreement approved in May 2025, together with an 
additional premium of £225.08 to provide cover for the flail, the Little Billing Pocket Park container, 
and its contents. 
 
It was noted that all external audit documentation had been completed by the Clerk, including the 
additional documentation required as the Council is subject to an Intermediate Review, and that 
all documents were submitted to the external auditors on 22 April 2026. 
 
It was noted that the unaudited accounts have been published on the Parish Council website, and 
that the Notice of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights has been published on both the Parish 
Council website and the parish noticeboards, in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Accounts 
and Audit Regulations 2015. 
 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1st March to 31st March 2026. 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

D F PHIPPS Mow/strim x 1 LA2011s1-8 1537.20 

LOCAL LEAFLET DROP LIMITED Spring magazine delivery 
LA2011s1-8 

351.00 

K IRVINE PLANT UK LTD Chipper repair 
LA2011s1-8 

133.52 

RIALTAS BUSINESS 
SOLUTIONS  Account Package - Annual charge 

LA2011s1-8 
1334.40 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1st March to 31st March 2026. 

NORTHANTS CALC NCALC membership 26/27 
LA2011s1-8 

3436.18 

THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL  Annual membership 26/27 
LA2011s1-8 

253.00 

ECODECK GRIDS LTD Grass grids for Bellinge Field 
LA2011s1-8 

2937.50 

Barclaycard Barclaycard payment 
LA2011s1-8 

192.35 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 16/02-17/03 
LA2011s1-8 

486.12 

YU ENERGY Gt & Lt Billing Streetlights Mar 
LA2011s1-8 

522.84 

D F PHIPPS Prep/seed wildflower areas 
LA2011s1-8 

1539.35 

EASON ELECTRICAL LTD Repair of faulty heater 
LA2011s1-8 

72.00 

FORDE & MCHUGH LIMITED To repair streetlights 15 & 45 
LA2011s1-8 

300.00 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Feb 
LA2011s1-8 

157.05 

GARDEN MACHINES Brush Cutter (Flail) 
LA2011s1-8 

3813.41 

O2 GSM/Clerk Mobile March 
LA2011s1-8 

64.32 

CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband April 
LA2011s1-8 

55.44 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salary & payroll Service April 
LA2011s1-8 

5996.88 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF  Local Council Award Scheme Fee 
LA2011s1-8 

60.00 

BACA WORKWEAR & SAFETY  Trousers, brush & line marker 
LA2011s1-8 

213.53 

RIALTAS BUSINESS 
SOLUTIONS  Year End 2026 service 

LA2011s1-8 
1088.40 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 17/3 - 14/4 
LA2011s1-8 

364.72 

NATWEST BANK Bank Charges March 
LA2011s1-8 

11.90 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion cleaning April 
LA2011s1-8 

380.24 

NEST Clerk / GSM pension April 
LA2011s1-8 

729.81 

 
Charges included in the Barclaycard payment were as follows: 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

HASSETT PLANT CENTRE Bedding plants Bellinge 
LA2011s1-8 

72.00 

ALDI STORES Catering for meeting 
LA2011s1-8 

2.59 

TESCOS PFS Fuel for GSM equipment 
LA2011s1-8 

17.41 

ALDI STORES Milk for meeting 
LA2011s1-8 

1.20 

AMAZON MARKET PLACE Final refund 
LA2011s1-8 

-7.60 

TESCOS PFS Fuel for GSM Truck 
LA2011s1-8 

106.75 

 
RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31st April 
2026 be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that April 2026 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and CCLA account 
be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr. Brett. The account balances as 30st April 2026 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £27,983.28 

                         Reserve Account                           £144,657.41 
                         Investment Account                     £371,121.53 

 
 
RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation 
in March be APPROVED: 
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Finance (continued) 

 

Contractor Works Reason Cost (inc. vat) 
Date 

Agreed by 
Clerk 

Budget Codes 

Eason Electrical  

Replace 
isolator 
switch Faulty Heater £72.00 01/04/2026 

4300                          
Repairs &                       

maintenanc
e 

120 
Newsletter   

Rialtas 
Year-end 
close down 

End of financial year & 
preparation for audit £1,088.40 02/04/2026 

4115 
Professiona

l & legal 
fees 

520               
Tools & 

Consumables   

It was RESOLVED to enter a two-year contract for the Councillor IT Help Desk service provided by 
Cloudy IT at a cost of £365 plus VAT.  The clerk will advise Cloudy IT. 
 
It was RESOLVED to increase the hire charges payable by Billing United for the 2026/27 season to 
£620.00, inclusive of the £400 hire fee and £220 cost of the supply of the white line marking 
materials.  The clerk will advise Billing United Football Club. 
 
The Clerk’s request for an additional 8 hours of overtime for April, in excess of the pre-approved 
10 hours, was considered, and Members noted the workload pressures contributing to the extra 
hours; it was RESOLVED to approve the additional 8 hours of overtime.  The clerk will inform Small 
Business Payroll. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve a grant of £400.00 to the 55th Little Billing Scout Group to replace 
their event barbeque, which will be used at Billing Fayre. The Clerk will contact the group to 
obtain bank account details and arrange payment. 
 
It was noted that the agreed grant payment of £2,850.00 (April–June) to Cre8Change has not yet 
been made due to the non-receipt of invoices and signed attendance sheets relating to the 
previous grant, this being a condition of the new grant award. 
 
It was RESOLVED to note the receipt of £4,713.53 from the Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer 
Group and for the clerk to allocate this amount to the Little Billing Ear-Marked Reserves. 
 
Other Matters 
West Northamptonshire Councils proposed Off-Street (Car Parks) Traffic Regulation Order  
After much discussion it was RESOLVED that the Clerk respond on behalf of the Council, 
highlighting that the proposed increase in parking charges, together with the introduction of 
charges for disabled drivers, is likely to have a negative impact on the town. There are concerns 
that higher parking costs will discourage residents, visitors and shoppers from using the town 
centre, particularly those on lower incomes, families, older people and disabled drivers who may 
already face barriers to access.  It is felt that reduced footfall could have a detrimental effect on 
local businesses, services and community facilities, leading to decreased spending in the town and 
undermining efforts to support a vibrant and sustainable local centre.  
 
West Northamptonshire Councils Safety Strategy 
Members discussed whether to submit comments on West Northamptonshire Council’s Safety 
Strategy. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would respond on behalf of the Council, highlighting 
concerns regarding parking pressures within the parish, along with issues relating to potholes and 
poor road surfacing. 
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Other Matters (continued) 
Health and Wellbeing Questionnaire 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Health and Wellbeing questionnaire developed jointly by the 
Clerk and West Northamptonshire Council, to be distributed to residents at a later date. 
 
Locking of Playground 
It was discussed whether to provide a playground key to an additional resident for the purposes of 
locking and unlocking the playground during evenings, nights, and weekends. As no suitable 
individual was identified at the meeting, the item was adjourned. 
 
Heritage Boards 
Cllr. Johnson brought the condition of the parish’s four heritage noticeboards to the attention of 
the Council. Members noted that the heritage noticeboard at Great Billing Pocket Park is severely 
damaged; the heritage noticeboard at St Andrew’s Church is in good condition but would benefit 
from a clean; the heritage noticeboard at the top of The Leys has a broken rail; and the condition 
of the heritage noticeboard at the bottom of The Leys is currently unknown. It was agreed that 
GSM would inspect the damaged board at Great Billing Pocket Park to determine whether any 
undamaged sections could be reused to repair the board at the top of The Leys, inspect the 
remaining boards as necessary, and report back to the next meeting with recommendations on 
which boards require repair or replacement, including three quotations where replacement is 
required. 
 
White Lining Bellinge Field 
Cllr Marlow advised the Council that he had spoken with children who regularly play football on 
Bellinge Field, who asked whether it would be possible for the football pitch to be marked out 
properly. Members noted advice from GSM regarding possible methods; however, Councillors 
confirmed that the method used was not important, only that the pitch be clearly marked. It was 
RESOLVED that the football pitch be marked out accordingly by the GSM. 
 
Benches at Little Billing Pocket Park 
Cllr Young reported that, while holding a volunteer session at Little Billing Pocket Park, he spoke 
with residents and park users who requested the reintroduction of benches and picnic tables. 
Members considered this request in line with the Council’s Crime & Disorder Policy, noting that a 
phased approach would allow the Council to monitor any potential vandalism or anti-social 
behaviour. Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that one bench would initially be reintroduced, 
with quotations to be obtained and presented to the next meeting for consideration before any 
further installations are approved. 
 
Land at Oransay Close 
Members noted that GSM has spoken directly with the resident and it transpires that the land in 
question is owned by National Grid. The resident has since contacted National Grid, who have 
confirmed that they will attend the site to clear the area. It was agreed that Cllr Johnson would 
write to the resident to confirm the Council’s understanding and to ask that, if the issue is not 
resolved, the resident contacts the Parish Council so the matter can be pursued further. 
 
Updates 
Sporting Update 
The Clerk reported that an approach has been received regarding hosting the “Last Man Standing” 
cricket league on Mondays and Fridays, with discussions currently ongoing. It was also noted that 
a few Friday evening pavilion bookings have been secured, all of which are scheduled to conclude 
by 9:00 pm. 
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Updates (continued) 
Parish History Group 
It was noted that membership has declined since the group’s inception last year, which is believed 
to be due to the initial focus on preserving and cataloguing a large volume of documents provided 
by a resident. This phase of work is now nearing completion, and attention has shifted to drafting 
articles for publication on a dedicated Parish History section of the Parish Council website, 
designed by Cllr Johnson. 
 
St Andrews Church Clock 
Cllr Chamberlin reported that he had consulted a technical officer at Smiths of Derby regarding 
the clock losing approximately one minute per day. This was attributed to fluctuations in the 
pendulum’s weight caused by temperature changes. The installation of a Pendulum Regulator 
System was suggested, at an estimated cost exceeding £3,000. Alternatively, a local resident could 
assume responsibility for manually adjusting the clock. Cllrs Johnson and Young will meet with Cllr 
Rev. Burbidge to discuss further. 
 
Bellinge Field  
The GSM reported that: 

• Land drain works were completed on 29 April.  

• Soil from these works has been redistributed to the field entrance, with installation of 
grass grids scheduled for 13 May. Assistance from available councillors would be 
welcomed.  

• Goal mouths have been filled using excess soil from the drainage works.  

• Painting of the goal posts remains outstanding.  

• Installation of the bin remains outstanding. 
 

Billing Fayre 
The Clerk reported extensive progress including: 

• Completion of management plan and risk assessments 
• Submission of Temporary Event Notice 
• Submission of documentation to WNC Safety Team, Environmental Health, and Police 
• Stall bookings processed and invoices issued 
• Entertainment and suppliers booked (inc. band, inflatables, bar, first aid, donkeys, etc.) 

 
It was noted that a climbing wall could not be sourced. 
 
Lakes Update 

• Lakes at Cottage Gardens - Cllr Hays advised that a meeting is scheduled for next week 
between residents and a contractor engaged by Billing Aquadrome in relation to flood 
works. 

• Watkers – The GSM reported that the Nene River Trust Project Manager is currently 
preparing a project proposal. 

• Ecton Brook Lake Update - A meeting was held on 13 April involving the GSM, Cllrs Nock 
and Ward, and representatives from the Nene River Trust. The Trust identified the site as 
an area of concern. It was further noted that a project proposal is currently being 
developed by the Nene River Trust. 
 

Knife Amnesty Bin – Bellinge 
The Clerk confirmed that delivery of the knife amnesty bin is scheduled for the week commencing 
18 May, with installation anticipated during the same week, subject to PCSO availability. This 
timing has been coordinated to align with Operation Sceptre, a national policing initiative aimed at 
tackling knife crime through a combination of enforcement and prevention measures. 
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Updates (continued) 
Street Lighting Report 
The invoice remains outstanding due to unresolved anomalies and conflicting information. This 
continues to be chased by the clerk. It was noted that if unresolved by the next meeting, 
alternative contractors may be sought. 
 
Relocation of Bellinge Noticeboard 
The Council is awaiting the GSM to carry out the relocation.  He has agreed to complete this by 
early June. 
 
Great Billing Playground Renovations 
Works commenced on 20 April, but progress has been delayed due to incorrect equipment being 
ordered.  As a result, the original completion date of 8 May has passed, with no revised 
completion date currently provided. The Clerk will continue to follow this up. 
 
Flower Baskets 
Authorisation from West Northamptonshire Council for the installation of the 2026 parish flower 
baskets has now been received and authoriation has been given to Miles at Window Flowers Ltd 
to proceed.  The Clerk will seek confirmation of the installation date. 
 
War Memorials 
A provisional start date of 5 May was provided by A J Mills; however, no works have yet been 
observed at either war memorial. The Clerk will continue to chase for an update. 
 
Truck Recall 
The GSM reported that he has been in contact with Toyota, who have advised that the issue is no 
longer classified as a product recall. Based on video evidence and the vehicle’s low mileage, it is 
anticipated that a pressure wash and re-waxing of the underside, to be carried out under 
warranty, will be sufficient. The final decision will be made by the body shop. Due to the scale of 
works and number of vehicles involved, no timescale has been provided. The GSM will continue to 
follow this up. 
 
Noticeboards 
The GSM has compiled details of noticeboard sizes and identified which can be repaired and which 
require replacement. A full report, including costings, will be presented at the next meeting. 
 
GSM Workshop 
A Several companies have expressed interest in the tender and have attended site visits, with 
further visits scheduled. The tender closes at 12 noon on 12 June. 
 
Light on Pavilion Driveway 
Cllr. Young advised that he has been awaiting the GSM to install a pole so that the solar light can 
be installed.  The GSM has advised that this will be done by the end of June. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 21:19. 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 8th June 2026 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, 
Penfold Lane, Northampton, NN3 9EF    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


