Billing Parish Council

Crime & Disorder Policy

1. Introduction

Billing Parish Council recognises its statutory duty under Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 to
exercise its functions with due regard to the likely effect on crime and disorder, and to do all that it
reasonably can to prevent crime, anti-social behaviour, substance misuse, and re-offending within the
parish. This policy sets out how the Council will meet this responsibility.

2. Purpose of the Policy
e Ensure crime and disorder implications are considered in all Council decisions.
e Contribute positively to community safety.
e Work in partnership with relevant agencies.
e Support residents in feeling safe within the parish.

3. Legal Framework
Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 places a duty on local authorities, including parish councils, to
exercise their functions with due regard to the likely effect on crime and disorder and to do all that they
reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder, including anti-social behaviour and substance misuse.

4. How the Council Will Meet Its Duty

4.1 Decision-Making
The Council will consider crime and disorder implications when making decisions, awarding grants,
responding to planning applications, managing land and buildings, and setting policies. Minutes will
reflect Section 17 considerations where relevant. Billing Parish Council

4.2 Partnership Working
The Council will work collaboratively with Northamptonshire Police, West Northamptonshire Council,
Community Safety Partnerships, Neighbourhood Watch groups, and local organisations.

4.3 Parish Environment & Facilities
The Council will consider crime prevention in the design, maintenance, and improvement of parks, play
areas, footpaths, lighting, community buildings, and public spaces.

4.4 Community Engagement
The Council will encourage residents to report crime and ASB, support community events that promote
cohesion, and share community safety information.
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5. Monitoring & Review
The Clerk will ensure this policy is reviewed every three years or sooner if legislation changes. The Council

will monitor crime trends, issues in Council-managed areas, and the effectiveness of actions taken.

6. Responsibilities
e The Council is responsible for ensuring compliance with Section 17.
o The Clerk will support councillors in applying this policy.
e Councillors will consider crime and disorder implications when debating and voting.
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