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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 9th MARCH 2026 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. Mr. J. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 
Cllrs. Mr. D. Brede, Rev. R. Burbidge, Mr R. Chamberlin, Mr S. Johnson, Mr. P. Nock, Mr. B. 
Patel, Mr S. Rockall (Vice Chair), and Mr S. Young.  

 
Also Present:    Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr. M. Deakes (West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) Councillor) 
R. Clarke (Cre8 Change) 
S. Machin (Cre8 Change) 
No Parishioners  
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Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Mr F. Brett, Mrs. G Chaggar and Cllr. Mr S. Ward.  
Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden).   
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th March 2026 (Folio Nos. 024/2026 to 
034/2026) were approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
Cllr. Young declared a non-pecuniary interest in item number 053l as he is an employee of NME 
Electrical Services Ltd who has supplied a quotation for the work.   
 
To receive requests for dispensation  
None received 
 
Public Forum 
No parishioners in attendance.  
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
In the absence of the Highways Warden, the Clerk reported on his behalf that a number of issues 
had been identified and reported:  

• Potholes: Church Walk, Ecton Brook Road and the entrance to Riverwell and Tavistock Close.  

• Exposed wires on WNC streetlight column number 10653 on Manorfield Road. 
 
Cllr. Chamberlin asked if once they have been reported are chased by the Highways Warden.  The 
clerk advised she was unsure and will ask him. 
 
Rachel Clarke, from Cre8Change reported the following: 

• On Monday 30th March the Cre8 Connections Day was held at Bellinge Community House.   
Around 30 service providers were in attendance.  It was well received by the community 
and £500.00 was raised.   
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Reports from Outside Agencies (continued): 
Cllrs. Deakes reported the following: 

• Blue Badge – The criteria to receive a blue badge has changed- Mark has advised if anyone 
has an issue let him know as he is taking this on.  Age is now not a determined factor.   

• Illegal Clothing Bins – This is now getting some traction with WNC 
 

Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 2026/0864/FULL - 33 Lakeside Drive, Ecton Brook - Proposed single storey extensions to 
side and rear together with conversion of existing garage to create ancillary 
accommodation (within main dwelling) – No comments or objections 

• 2026/0888/LBC - The Priory 1 Orchard Hill - Listed building consent for change of use 
from offices to educational use with minor amendments to internal layout - No 
comments or objections 

• 2026/0961/S73 - 9 Lady Winefrides Walk, Great Billing - Variation of condition 2 Revised 
plans to show change of double garage to single, small extension to study at front, 
alterations to frontage, roof and east elevations of approved 2025/0804/FULL [Single 
storey front extension, two storey rear extension, single storey first floor front and side 
extensions and rear balcony] - No comments or objections 

• 2026/0978/FULL - 34 Lakeside Drive, Ecton Brook - Double storey front extension - No 
comments or objections 

• 2026/1050/TCA - 3 Elwes Way, Great Billing - Ash tree growing within close proximity to a 
dry-stone retaining wall that has collapsed. This tree needs to be removed to be able to 
repair the wall. To repair the retaining wall, the soil behind needs to be excavated. This 
will undermine the tree roots which will cause instability - No comments or objections 
 

The following determinations had been received from WNC: 

• 2026/0107/FULL - 3 Sunset Court, Little Billing - Proposed single storey rear extension 
including garage conversion - Approved 

• 2026/0163/FULL - 5 Chantry Close, Great Billing - Proposed two-storey and single storey 
rear extension – Approved 

• 2026/0246/PIP - The Conifers, Great Billing Park - Permission in principle for demolition of 
existing house and construction of up to 8no. self-build dwellings – Approved 

• 2026/0251/LDE - 21 Lasham Court, Bellinge - Certificate of Lawfulness for existing 
development for use of the entire property as a House in Multiple Occupation (Use Class 
C4) for up to six individuals for residential purposes – Approved 

• 2026/0393/FULL - 28 Sheerwater Drive, Ecton Brook - Proposed rear two and side single 
storey extensions – Approved 

• 2026/0773/PNHPD - 56 Station Road, Great Billing - Determination as to whether prior 
approval is required (under Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A of the above Order) for proposed 
single storey rear extension extending 6.8m beyond the rear wall of the original dwelling 
house, maximum height of 4m and height at the eaves 3m – Approved 

• 2026/1342/NMA - Ecton Brook House Care Home, Ecton Brook - Non material 
amendment to changing of brick types/ roof tile types on elevational treatment of 18 new 
dwellings to WNN/2023/0685 (Demolition of existing Care Home building and 
construction of 18no new Dwellings (comprising 2, 3 and 4 bed) and associated car 
parking and landscaping - Approved  

 
The following enforcement update has been received: 

• 26 Home Farm Close, Little Billing – No further update received. 
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Finance  
RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1st March to 31st March 2026. 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 20/1 - 16/2 LGA1972S133 641.92 

NORTHANTS CALC Training for Clerk & Cllrs  152.40 

ESPO Pitch marker x5  101.10 

D F PHIPPS Mow & strim Church Way  100.80 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ACRE Annual Membership 26/27  42.00 

Barclaycard Barclaycard payment LGA1972S111 89.12 

YU ENERGY Gt&Lt Billing Streetlights Feb  553.40 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Feb  110.40 

NORTHANTS CALC Clerk training - GDPR pt3  55.20 

INFORMATION 
COMMISSIONERS  Annual Data Protection Certificate  47.00 

CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband March  55.44 

O2 GSM/Clerk Mobile February  64.32 

OFF THE STREETS NN CIC Knife Amnesty Bin  570.00 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salary & payroll Service Mar  6049.68 

LONSDALE DIRECT 
SOLUTIONS Artwork & printing Spring Mag  687.00 

NORTHANTS CALC Code of conduct training  55.20 

LAND & PROPERTY  Charges for land reg services  675.00 

CLERK Travel Expenses 2025/26 LGA1972S112 98.50 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion cleaning March  359.74 

NEST Clerk / GSM pension Mar  736.46 

NATWEST BANK Bank Charges February LGA1972S111 9.10 

 
Charges included in the Barclaycard payment were as follows: 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

SUPERIOR SERVICES 
 

1 x key cutting 
 LGA1972S111 

10.00 
 

AMAZON MARKET PLACE Part refund of £95 subscription LGA1972S111 -87.40 

TESCOS PFS Diesel for GSM Truck LGA1972S111 96.73 

AMAZON MARKET PLACE Lead for speed sign RTRA1984S72 12.63 

POUNDLAND WD40 LGA1972S111 3.00 

URBASER ECTON LANE Disposal of hardcore LGA1972S111 42.00 

ALDI STORES Catering for coffee morning LGA1972S111 12.16 

 
RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31st 
March 2026 be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that March 2026 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and CCLA 
account be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr.Burbidge in the absence of Councillor Brett. 
The account balances as 31st March 2026 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £4274.71 

                         Reserve Account                           £76,691.90 
                         Investment Account                     £369,945.43 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation 
in March be APPROVED: 

 

Contractor Works Reason 
Cost (inc. 

vat) 

Date 
Agreed By 

Clerk 
Budget Codes 

Lonsdale Direct Art Work 

Additional time spent on 
working to include all 
content in Spring Newsletter  £120.00          02/03/2026 

420                  
Artwork 

120 
Newsletter   

K Irvin Plant 
Emergency 
Repair  Belt snapped 

               
£133.52  04/03/2026 

4300             
Tools & 

Consumables 

520               
Tools & 

Consumables   

Lonsdale Direct Printing Printing Newsletter 
               
£387.00  09/03/2026 

4205             
Printing 

120 
Newsletter   

Local leaflet 
Drop Delivery Delivery of Newsletters 

               
£351.00  13/03/2025 

4210            
Delivery 

120 
Newsletter   

It was RESOLVED that the council’s asset, register for the year ending 31st March 2025 be Approved. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the report and recommendations of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 
ending 31st March 2026 be received and noted.   The Clerk will submit this to the External Auditor 
P F K Little John. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31st March 2026 be 
approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.   The Clerk will submit this to the External 
Auditor P F K Little John. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Accounting Statements for the year ending 31st March 2026 be approved 
and signed by the Chairman.   The Clerk will submit this to the External Auditor P F K Little John. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Explanation of Significant Variances for the year ending 31st March 2026 
be received and approved.  The Clerk will submit this to the External Auditor P F K Little John. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the commencement date for the Period of the Exercise of Public Rights for 
the year ending 31st March 2026 will be from Wednesday 3rd June 2026 to 14th July 2026. 
 
It was RESOLVED that in accordance with the Council’s Reserves Policy, the level of General 
Reserves for the financial year ending 31st March 2027 be approved at £104,920.00. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the quote from Garden Machines in the sum of £3,177.84 plus VAT for a Toro 
BRC 28 flail, for use by the Green Space Manager in clearing bramble and brash around the parish, 
be approved.  The GSM will place the order. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the quote from NME in the sum of £208.34 plus VAT to supply and fit a solar 
light on the pavilion driveway to increase visibility be approved.  The GSM will arrange the start 
date.   In accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct and the Localism Act 2011, Cllr Young took 
no part in the discussion or vote on this matter during this agenda item.  
   
It was RESOLVED that the quote from Parish & Shires Commercial Limited in the sum of £6,950.00 
plus VAT to excavate approximately 65 linear metres, install pipework to connect to an existing 
drain, install a silt trap and make good at Bellinge Field to alleviate flooding around the 
commemoration trees be approved. The cost will be taken from Bellinge Ear Marked Reserves.   The 
GSM will arrange the start date. 
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Finance (continued) 
The Clerk’s request for an additional 5 hours of overtime for March, in excess of the pre-approved 
10 hours, was considered, and Members noted the workload pressures contributing to the extra 
hours; it was RESOLVED to approve the additional 5 hours of overtime. 
 
Other Matters 
Yellow lines on a section of Lasham Court, Bellinge 
The Council considered a request from a resident for the installation of double yellow lines on a 
section of Lasham Court, Bellinge, to assist residents in safely entering and exiting their driveways. 
Members discussed the issues raised, including parking pressures in the area and the potential 
impact on nearby roads.  However, it was agreed that, due to the current lack of enforcement, 
Councillors would not support this request. Members were also concerned that the introduction 
of double yellow lines would simply displace the problem by pushing vehicles further down the 
road or into surrounding areas, thereby creating parking issues elsewhere rather than resolving 
them.  The Clerk suggested an alternative approach and advised that areas where grass verges are 
currently being used for parking could be considered for conversion into properly designated 
parking spaces. It is hoped that this may help to alleviate some of the parking pressures more 
effectively. Cllr Deakes has agreed to discuss this suggestion further with West Northamptonshire 
Council.  The Clerk will writer to the resident to advise them of the decision. 
 
Local Council Award Scheme 
The Council discussed the merits of applying for the Local Council Award Scheme. Members noted 
that the costs are £50 for registration and £80 for accreditation, both excluding VAT. The benefits 
of demonstrating good governance, transparency, and accountability were considered, alongside 
the time and resources required to complete the application. Members noted that, on reviewing 
the criteria, the Council is close to achieving Bronze status. It was RESOLVED that the Council 
would proceed with the application, that the associated costs be met from the professional / legal 
fees budget, and that Cllr Johnson would take this forward with the Clerk. 
 
Little Billing Pocket Park 
Cllr Young, who has taken this project on, reported that he and three volunteers attended Little 
Billing Pocket Park on Saturday 11 April and cleared a large section of brambles near the bench, 
which has made a significant positive impact on the area. During the session, a number of 
members of the public stopped to speak and expressed interest in helping in the future. It was 
noted that volunteer sessions will be held on the second Saturday of each month.  Cllr Young has 
also created a plan of works, which will be delivered by volunteers with some support from the 
GSM. 
 
St Andrews Church Clock 
Cllr. Chamberlin has been speaking with the St Andrews Church Warden regarding the church 
clock, which is reported to be losing approximately one minute per day. Smiths of Derby have 
attended on numerous occasions to inspect the clock. Cllr. Chamberlin has contacted Smiths of 
Derby to establish the cause of the issue, whether the clock can be repaired, and how the issue 
may be rectified. He was advised that someone would call back; however, no further contact has 
been received to date 

 
Updates 
Sporting Update 
The Clerk reported that the cricket season is due to start this month. 
Billing United Football Club has resumed evening training sessions on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
The club has been reminded that no training is permitted on the second Wednesday of each  
month and that parking must be restricted to the gravelled area only to ensure pavilion users can 
park on the tarmac. 
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Updates (continued) 
Lakes at Cottage Gardens 
The Clerk confirmed that she has sent a request to the MP to arrange the previously promised 
round-table discussion. It was also noted that the Nene River Trust is due to visit the residents on 
on 16 April 2026. 
 
Watkers Lake Update 
The Council was informed that the Nene Rivers Trust is currently drawing up plans to improve 
Billing Brook and Walker Lake as they pass through the parish. The Trust will be liaising with the 
GSM and will be provided with Cllr. Youngs contact details to keep them updated with the project. 
 
Ecton Brook Lake Update 
A meeting took place on 13 April with GSM, Cllrs. Nock, Ward and representatives from the Nene 
River Trust.  The Nene River Trust found the area to be a cause for concern and will take the 
information back to consider whether they are able to take this on as a project. If agreed, they will 
look to seek funding from appropriate grant sources to improve the lake and the surrounding 
waterways.   The Trust will keep the GSM and councillors updated. 
 
Spring Newsletter 
The Spring Newsletter has been distributed. 
 
Knife Amnesty Bin – Bellinge 
Final approval has been granted by West Northamptonshire Council. Payment has been made to 
Off the Streets.  They will liaise with local PCSOs regarding the installation date so that keys can be 
handed over.  The clerk will chase this. 
 
Street Lighting Report 
The street lighting report has been received and reviewed by Cllr. Chamberlin and the Clerk. 
Some anomalies and conflicting information were identified, and clarification has been requested 
from Stuart Labross at Sparkx; however, no response has yet been received. The invoice remains 
unpaid. 
 
Compliance with Assertion 10 
The Clerk reported that significant work has been undertaken to ensure the Council is compliant 
with Assertion 10 ahead of the year end.  Formal thanks were recorded to Cllr. Johnson for 
completing accessibility audits and undertaking technical website changes. 
 
Relocation of Bellinge Noticeboard 
Confirmation has been received from the Estates Team that they are content for the noticeboard 
to be installed in the new location proposed by the GSM.  He will now relocate this. 
 
Land Registry Works 
Documents have now been received from Land & Property Registration which require signing by a 
solicitor.  The Clerk advised that a solicitor will be sought in May. 
 
Problem Report Tracker 
All councillors, the Highways Warden, and the Grounds & Street Manager have access to the 
tracker via the Councillor SharePoint site. 
 
Great Billing Playground Renovations 
The Council has been given a provisional start date of Monday 20 April. 
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Updates (continued) 
Flower Baskets 
Authorisation from West Northamptonshire Council for the installation of the 2026 parish flower 
baskets has now been received and authoriation has been given to Miles at Window Flowers Ltd 
to proceed. 
 
War Memorials 
For both the Little Billing and Great Billing War Memorial restoration works, the Council is 
awaiting a start date from A J Mills.  The clerk will chase this. 
 
Bellinge Field Access 
The access grids are scheduled for delivery on Wednesday 15th April and will be installed when the 
drainage work has commenced. 
 
Police Commissioners Grant 
The clerk will investigate this next month. 
 
Billing Fayre 
The clerk will start to work on this next month. 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Steve Johnson – wanted to chase up the following issues: 

• Bellinge MUGA – Cllr. Johnson queried when the previously agreed metalwork and 
repainting works are scheduled to commence. 

• Property in Lasham Court – Cllr. Johnson reported an ongoing environmental issue relating 
to rats at a property in Lasham Court. It was noted that this is a private residence. 

• Bellinge Playground – Cllr. Johnson asked when the outstanding works at Bellinge 
Playground will be completed. 

• Fly-tipping incident at Hanemill Court – Cllr. Johnson reported that he personally witnessed 
a fly-tipping incident. He challenged the individuals responsible, but they became abusive. 
He contacted the police, who advised him to leave the area. The incident was subsequently 
reported online to Northamptonshire Police and West Northamptonshire Council. Cllr. 
Johnson advised that, to date, he has not been contacted by either organisation in respect 
of this report. 

 
Cllr. Deakes agreed to follow up the above matters with the relevant portfolio holders on behalf of 
Cllr. Johnson. 
 
Cllr Rockall advised members that he would be stepping down from the role of Vice Chairman at 
the end of the month and would not be putting himself forward for the position at the May meeting. 
He confirmed that he would continue to serve on the Council as a councillor. The Council thanked 
Cllr Rockall for his long service and commitment. 
 
Cllr Marlow advised members that, like Cllr Rockall, he would be stepping down from the role of 
Chairman and would not be putting himself forward for the position at the May meeting. He 
confirmed that he would continue to serve on the Council as a councillor. Members noted that Cllr 
Marlow has served as Chairman for 11 years, and the Council expressed its thanks and appreciation 
for his long service and commitment. 
 
Exclusion of the press and public – due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted the press and public are excluded from the next item on the agenda: 
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It was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Tender document for the replacement of the GSM 
Workshop and storage area. It was noted that the Clerk will update the relevant details on the 
Government Contracts Finder portal, in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders and 
Financial Regulations and advertise the opportunity on the Parish Council website. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 20:18pm.  
The next meeting Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm followed by the Annual meeting of the council 
at 7.30 pm on Monday 11th May 2026 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, Penfold Lane, Northampton, 
NN3 9EF   
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