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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2026 
AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 

 
PRESENT  Cllr. Mr. J. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 

Cllrs. Mr. D. Brede, Mr F. Brett, Mrs. G Chaggar, Mr R. Chamberlin, Mr S. Johnson, Mr. P. Nock, 
Mr. B. Patel, Mr S. Rockall (Vice Chair), and Mr S. Young.  

 
Also Present:    Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr. M. Deakes (West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) Councillor) 
Mr. S. Hays (West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) Councillor) 
R. Clarke (Cre8 Change) 
Three Parishioner  
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Minute’s Silence for the late Cllr. Graeme Gardner. 
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs.  Rev. R. Burbidge and Mr S. Ward.  Apologies 
were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) and the local PCSO’s.   
 
Minutes  
Cllr. Chamberlin advise that he had found a discrepancy. The clerk amended this and the minutes 
of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th January 2026 (Folio Nos. 001/2026 to 013/2026) were 
approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
None declared. 
 
To receive requests for dispensation  
None received 
 
Public Forum 
A congregation member of the Ebenezer Gospel Centre introduced themselves. 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
The clerk advised in Mr D. Langs Highways Wardens absence that he had reported the following:  

• Potholes on exit from Gt Billing onto Wellingborough Road, Wellingborough Road to Cherry 
lodge Roundabout, Ecton brook Road near Lakeside Drive and speed hump on Ecton Brook 
Road 

• Damage speed hump in Gt Billing Village 
 
Cllrs. Hays and Deakes reported the following: 

• Cllr. Patel has offered the use of the upstairs of Jungle@Bips to be used as a Community 
Centre Monday to Wednesdays.  The hope is that a suitable community group will take this 
on and provide services to the Ecton Brook residents.   
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Reports from Outside Agencies (continued): 

• Feedback has been requested from the residents of Station Close following the installation 
of the signs.   

• The fly tipping leaflets have been received and will be distributed. 
 
Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 2026/0086/TPO - 1 Penfold Gardens, Great Billing - Crown lift to 3m on T860 T861 T862 
T863 – No comments or objections 

• 2026/0107/FULL - 3 Sunset Court, Little Billing - Proposed single storey rear extension 
including garage conversion - No comments or objections 

• 2026/0163/FULL - 5 Chantry Close, Great Billing - Proposed two-storey and single storey 
rear extension – Approved that comments should be made regarding the window 
overlooking neighbouring property made by Cllr. Chamberlin. 

• 2026/0221/PA – 56 Station Road, Great Billing - Determination as to whether prior 
approval is required (under Schedule 2, Part 1, Class AA of the above Order) for 
construction of additional 1 storey to existing bungalow, maximum height of 8.2m. – 
 

The following determinations had been received from WNC: 

• 2025/2570/FULL - 5 Gibbsacre Court, Bellinge - Change of use from dwelling house (C3) to 
house in multiple occupation (C4) five-bedroom Five person including conversion of 
integral garage and first floor rear extension - Approved 

• 2025/3587/FULL - Hillside 48, Orchard Hill - Demolition of garage and outbuilding. New 
single storey rear extension and roof alterations - Approved 

• 2025/5149/TCA - 1-3 Pound Lane, Great Billing - To fell 1x Pine tree within a conservation 
area – Approved 

• 2025/5263/FULL - The Jays Nest, 105 Orchard Hill - Garage conversion to provide an 
additional bedroom - Approved 

• 2025/5308/TCA - Oldways 7, Elwes Way, Great Billing - Works to 1x Malus, 1x Cherry, 1x 
Pine, 1x Mulberry, 1x Birch and 1x Yew within a conservation area – Approved 

 
The following enforcement update has been received: 

• 26 Home Farm Close, Little Billing – No further update received. 
 
An appeal has been made to the Secretary of State against West Northamptonshire Council for 
following planning application:  

• 2024/5354/LBC - Knights Cottage, 10 Orchard Hill - Renew Thatch - "Short 
Straw"(retrospective) – Decision Refused – No comments were previously submitted by 
the Parish Council and agreed no further would be made.  
 

Finance 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1st January to 31st January 2026. 
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 16/12 - 20/1 LGA1972S133 504.06 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion cleaning December LGA1972S133 359.74 

CRE8CHANGE 2nd part of agreed grant LGA1972S137 2640.00 

Barclaycard Barclaycard payment LGA1972S111 281.01 

DRIVER & VEHICLE 
LICENSING  GSM Truck Tax LGA1972S111 345.00 

D F PHIPPS Mowing/strimming Dec OSA1906SS9&10 204.00 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1st January to 31st January 2026. 
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

SMITHS FIRE LLP Annual fire extinguisher check PHA1936S234 180.00 

CLOUDY GROUP LTD 
Credit received for over charging for 
November 2025. LGA1972S111 -15.42 

YU ENERGY Gt & Lt Billing Streetlights Dec PCA1957S3 706.49 

O2 GSM/Clerk Mobile December TA1984S97 64.32 

CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband Jan TA1984S97 55.20 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Dec LGA16972S111 110.40 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salary & payroll Service Jan LGA1972S112 5979.64 

JIM BIRCH Supply of 3 x 1msq planters OSA1906SS9&10 1200.00 

BACA WORKWEAR & 
SAFETY  Black bags & wheelie bin bags LGA1972S111 63.47 

INTERLYNX SECURITY LTD Repair to camera 5 LG&RA1997S31 193.20 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion cleaning January LGA1972S133 359.74 

NEST Clerk / GSM pension Jan LGA1972S112 614.92 

NATWEST BANK Bank charges for December LGA1972S111 9.45 

 
Charges included in the Barclaycard payment were as follows: 
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

SUPERIOR SERVICES Replacement of broken key LGA1972S111 20 

TESCOS PFS Fuel for chipper LGA1972S111 53.56 

TOOLSTATION Multipurpose screws LGA1972S111 13.41 

TESCOS STORE Catering for meeting LGA1972S111 6.35 

MOBILITY SMART LTD Replace speed sign battery LG&RA1997S30 89.94 

TESCOS PFS Fuel for GSM truck LGA1972S111 97.75 

 
RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31st 
January 2026 be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that January 2026 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and CCLA 
account be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr. Brett. The account balances as of 31st January 
2026 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £3,078.75 

                         Reserve Account                           £99,560.48 
                         Investment Account                     £367,694.79 

 
RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of 
Delegation in January be APPROVED: 
 

Contractor Works Reason 
Cost (inc. 

vat) 

Date 
Agreed By 

Clerk 
Budget Codes 

Beach 
Marketing 

Annual 
subscription 

Website security 
& hosting website £432.00 01/01/2026 

4085 
Website 

100 
Administration 

  

NCALC 
Cllr. Nock 
Training 

Councillor 
Development 
Framework 

 £              
160.80  06/01/2026 

4100    
Training 

Councillors 
100 

Administration   
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of 
Delegation in January be APPROVED: 

Contractor Works Reason 
Cost (inc. 

vat) 

Date 
Agreed By 

Clerk 
Budget Codes 

Play 
Inspection 
Co 

Annual 
Inspection  

Health & safety 
requirement 

 £              
113.94  02/01/2026 

4380        
Inspection 

Fees 

420    
Playground 

  

NCALC 

Clerk 
Training 
Courses GDPR x 3 

 £              
165.60  27/01/2026 

4095   
Training Staff 100 

Administration  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members considered the proposal to transfer Billing Parish Council’s banking services from the 
current provider Natwest to Unity Trust Bank, with a proposed implementation date of April 2026, 
and RESOLVED to APPROVE the transfer, which will proceed as outlined.  The clerk to arrange. 
 
The Council reviewed the quotation from Windowflowers Limited for £5,228.80 plus VAT for the 
supply of 48 pre-filled half flower baskets, including installation, watering, feeding, spray cleaning, 
pest control, replacement of any prematurely failing plants, and end-of-season removal, and 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the quotation in full, with the cost to be taken from Ear Marked Reserves. 
The clerk will inform the supplier. 
 
The quotation from A J Mills Master Masons Limited totalling £1,257.67 for works to the Lt Billing 
War Memorial—including removal of vegetation and moss, repairs to two indentations caused by 
vehicle damage, and sanding and repainting of the base plate—was considered, and the Council 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the quotation¸ with the cost to be taken from Ear Marked Reserves..  The 
Clerk will inform the contractor.   
 
Members considered the quotation from A J Mills Master Masons Limited for the restoration of the 
Great Billing War Memorial amounting to £4,800.00 plus £960.00 VAT for the removal, restoration, 
and reinstatement of the monument, along with a proposed contingency sum of £500.00 plus VAT 
to be accessed only following discussion and authorisation and RESOLVED to APPROVE both the 
restoration quotation and the contingency provision, with the cost to be taken from Ear Marked 
Reserves.  The clerk will inform the contractor.   
 
The Council reviewed the quotation from UK Training totalling £1,420 plus VAT to deliver required 
in-person training for the GSM and the Clerk, including IOSH, COSHH, Manual Handling, Risk 
Assessments, and Working at Height, and RESOLVED to APPROVE the quotation, with the cost to 
be taken from the training budget and Ear Marked Reserves.   The clerk will make the bookings.   
  
Members considered the quotation from Ecodeck Grids Limited for £2,447.92 plus VAT for the 
supply of 235sqm of Ecodeck earth press grids to facilitate year-round access to Bellinge Field and 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the quotation.  Ther GSM will inform the supplier.   
 
The Council considered awarding a grant of £290.00 to Semilong Community Exchange to enable 
settlement of outstanding hire charges for Bellinge Community House dating from October 2025 
and RESOLVED to APPROVE the grant.  The clerk will arrange the payment. 
 
Members considered a grant request of £240 from Outside In Theatre to provide 20 free places for 
Billing Parish families to attend May’s Marvellous Emporium during February half-term, noting the 
recommendation that the organisation work with Free2Talk to identify eligible families, and 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the grant with the recommended condition.   The clerk will arrange the 
payment. 
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Other Matters 

Members discussed the need to arrange a dedicated meeting to consider the Council’s 
future objectives and long-term priorities. After considering availability, the Council 
RESOLVED to agree a date for this meeting as Monday 2nd March 7.00pm. 
 
The Council considered the potential to improve safety within the GSM workshop by 
replacing the current self-built structures with purpose-made alternatives. Members 
noted the benefits of improved durability and safety compliance and RESOLVED that the 
GSM should obtain quotations for purpose-made replacements so that options can be 
reviewed at a future meeting.   
 
Members reviewed information and observations regarding the speed of vehicles 
travelling past the speed sign on Ecton Brook. A discussion took place about whether 
there was sufficient evidence of speeding to support further action, and the Council 
RESOLVED to request that data from the speed sign be downloaded and reported back to 
a future meeting to enable an informed decision on potential measures.     
 
The Council considered whether to submit a response to the West Northamptonshire 
Council Consultation on the New Local Plan for West Northamptonshire. Members 
RESOLVED that a response should be submitted by the Clerk. 
 
The Council considered whether to submit a response to the West Northamptonshire 
Council Consultation on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy.  Members RESOLVED that a 
response should be submitted by the Clerk. 
 
Cllr. Chamberlin informed the Council that he had been asked whether Billing Parish 
Council would wish to participate in the Northamptonshire Office of the Police, Fire and 
Crime Commissioner’s “Crime Prevention in a Box” scheme. He explained that the 
initiative is normally directed towards rural villages rather than urban areas; however, as 
a limited number of boxes remain available, they are currently being offered more widely. 
Members discussed the purpose of the scheme.  Following the discussion, the Council 
RESOLVED not to participate. 
 
Members received formal notification that the Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteers Group 
had voted unanimously to dissolve with immediate effect. As a result, Billing Parish 
Council will now assume responsibility for maintenance of Little Billing Pocket Park.   The 
Council discussed future volunteer engagement and RESOLVED to note the dissolution.  
 
The Council discussed preferred content for the display noticeboard in the Bernard 
Weston Pavilion.  The Council resolved that the Clerk would keep the noticeboard 
updated with Council notices, parish information, and other appropriate materials as 
requested by members.   
 
Updates 
Clerk Update  
The clerk advised she has:  

• Attended Larger Parish Council Forum, Navigating the New NPPF Consultation Insite 
meeting, Bellinge Community House Stakeholder Meeting, LAPs Partnership Meeting, 
Local nature Recovery Strategy Meeting. 
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Clerk Update  
The clerk advised she has:  

• Attended Data Protection Part 1 & 2 and Taking the Grr out the AGAR training. 

• Attended two meetings with Cloudy IT regarding the parish history group SharePoint site. 

• Attended an introduction meeting with Unity Trust Bank   

• Attended Assertion 10, website audit findings meeting with Beach Marketing. 

• Chased WNC regarding multiple outstanding council and resident enquiries. 

• Responded to WNC consultations on both the draft transport strategies and draft budget 
2026/27.  

• Sent off Notification of Parish Precept Requirement form to WNC Treasury, Tax and 
Collection Fund - Accountancy Team 

• Entered the agreed budget for 2026/27 into Rialtas accounting software. 

• Submitted planning comments to WNC Planning Department for planning application 
2025/5085/FULL 

• Corresponded with resident regarding the council’s resolution not to support permit 
parking.  

• Spoken with Cloudy IT regarding an additional SharePoint site for councillors to be able to 
access for Council issue Tracker 

• Responded to Little Billing Women’s Institute regarding the resolution not to proceed with 
any kitchen enhancements. 

• Connected MMK for further information regarding their quotation for land drainage work 
on Bellinge Field 

• Made contact with The Ecton Brook Residence Group Chairperson to arrange a meeting. 

• Contacted all companies who provided tenders with outcome. 
 
Sporting Update 
The clerk advised:  

• The new girls football pitch has been marked out and is now being used. 

• She has chased Wellingborough Indians Cricket Club for the returned of the hire contract 
and the fixture list which is believed to have been finalised. 

 
Lakes at Cottage Gardens  
No further update since previous meeting. 
 
Bellinge Community House 
Cllr.Hays advised the following update: 

• Himself, the Clerk and Cllrs. Chaggar and Johnson attended a stakeholder meeting 
regarding the usage of the community house. 

• The lease is still under question, due to WNC including a new condition that the tenant is 
to be responsible for 50 percent of the fabric of the building.  Financially this is not 
something that Community Spaces Northampton can afford to do.  He is liaising with the 
Assets team to see if this can be removed so that it matches the lease agreement of the 
Community Centre. 

• Community Spaces Northampton were asked to provide a timetable of users for the 
parish magazine which is yet to be received.  He will create one. 

• A new noticeboard purchased by SPRING has been installed by the GSM. 

• Building plans to enable the Bellinge Community Centres main hall to be used whilst the 
pre-school is on site are being finalised. 
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Updates (continued) 
Rachel Clarke from Cre8change advised the following: 

• Attendance to her sessions is increasing week by week 

• Fridays are proving to be the most popular day 

• A number of success stories were reported, including occasions where individuals visited 
briefly for a cup of tea, felt comfortable sharing their difficulties, and were subsequently 
referred to appropriate support services. 

 
Spring Newsletter 
The Clerk advised the Council that assistance would be appreciated with drafting forthcoming 
articles for publication. Cllr. Rockall and Cllr. Johnson confirmed they were happy to support the 
Clerk with the preparation and review of these articles 
 
Knife Amnesty Bin – Bellinge  
The Clerk advised that the Estates Team has not yet received a response from Community Services 
regarding the Amnesty bin request. The Estates Team have again chased a response. 
 
Street Lighting Checks  
Despite repeated follow-ups, the Clerk still has not received the street light check report or the list 
of necessary remedial work with prices from Sparkx.  Cllrs. Chamberlin and Johnson advised that 
they are happy to chase them if the clerk sends over the details.   
 
Additional Lighting – Bernard Weston Pavilion Driveway  
Despite repeated follow-up attempts, the Clerk has not yet received a quotation from Sparkx. Cllr. 
Marlow reported that he has spoken with a resident who has indicated willingness for a light to be 
affixed to his fence. However, the clerk is unsure if the proposed location of the light would 
situate it behind a different property.  The clerk and GSM will meet with Cllrs Young and Marlow 
onsite to discuss the location further.  
 
Compliance with Assertion 10  
The clerk advised that she has a meeting with Steve Bishop from Beach marketing last week and 
discussed the tasks ahead.  There is a lot of work which needs to be finalised before the end of 
March in order to comply with tomorrow to discuss findings and she would be grateful for any 
support from the councillors.  Cllr. Johnson advised that he would be happy to support the Clerk. 

 
Relocation of Bellinge Noticeboard  
The GSM reported that he is hesitant to use either location suggested by the clerk as a fear of 
electrical cables maybe underneath.  She has asked that he then provides her with an alternative 
location to gain permission from WNC. 
 
Land Registry Works  
The Clerk has a meeting with Simon at Land and Property Registration next Monday to finalise the 
paperwork. 
 
Land Drain – Bellinge Field  
The Clerk reported that a description of works has been received from MMK. They advised that 
the quotation provided is based solely on the requirements specified by the GSM and does not 
consider flood risk assessments, land gradient considerations, or topographical surveys.  It was 
further noted that the estimate previously provided by Parish and Shire was for a much smaller 
scope of work limited to the installation of a small gully—and therefore is not comparable to the 
more extensive works quoted by MMK. Before further like for like quotations are sort Cllr. Marlow 
will discuss with Anglian Water.   
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Updates (continued) 
Tree Preservation Order request 
No further update since previous meeting. 
 
Section 106 – Ecton Brook Playground behind Dandelion Close 
Principal Enforcement & Monitoring Officer (Developer Contributions) from WNC has advised that 
there is a delay due to some technical matters which have come to light in regard to this 
contribution.  They have confirmed that the Council is considering all options available to deliver 
this project.   
 
Health & Wellbeing Plan 
The clerk advised that she has a meeting with WNC officers on 26th February. 
 
Definitive Map 
The clerk will be including an article in the Spring magazine requesting people to complete the 
form as evidence of use of the pathways along linear Park and along Billing Brook from the top of 
Fishponds Road. 
 
Problem Tracker 
The Clerk reported she had consulted CloudyIT about councillor access to the action tracker. 
CloudyIT advised that the simplest solution is to create a new SharePoint site for councillors, 
which was agreed and will be set up shortly. Cllr. Brede noted he already has access to such a site; 
the Clerk will follow this up with CloudyIT. 
Cllr. Hays reported that, following concerns raised by Cllr. Johnson about FixMyStreet reports 
being closed before any works have been carried out, he has asked WNC for the matter to be 
investigated further by a Scrutiny Panel. 
  
Great Billing Playground Renovations 
The Clerk confirmed that all playground tenderers have been notified of the outcome. The order 
acknowledgement from the successful contractor Wickstead Leisure has been received and 
reviewed, and a couple of clarification questions have been sent back. A response is awaited. 
 
Coffee Morning 
Just a reminder that the coffee morning is being held on 19th February from 10am till 12pm at the 
Bernard Weston Pavilion and that would be great for all councillor to attend.  A request was made 
to ask them to tell people.  The clerk has advertised on all parish sites and social media and will 
arrange to place this on local groups Facebook pages.  
 
Leisure & Recreation  
GSM Update 
Will be circulated monthly to all councillors. 
 
Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
The clerk advised that no further report has been received from Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer 
Group.   
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Cllr. Nock has been advised by a resident that a local individual has been observed removing large 
bags of dog waste from their garden and depositing it into WNC bins on Linear Park. He is unsure 
whether this practice is permitted, and enquiries will therefore be made with the Neighbourhood 
Warden to obtain clarification. 
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Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere (continued) 
Cllr. Johnson provided updates on the following issues:  

• The path around the Bellinge play area is now completed 

• Rubbish behind 3 Hanemill Court has been removed.   

• A joint litter pick with the Wombles will take place on Sunday 15th February at 9:30am, 
meeting at Lasham Court, to tidy up Lasham Court and Kingscroft Court.   

• The new Bellinge planters are due for delivery on 20th February. Volunteers are invited to 
meet at 9:00am outside the Co-op to help lift them into position and fill them with soil. 

 
Cllr. Brede provided updates on the following issues:  

• He has been in contact with Lee Gower from the Nene River Trust regarding the clean-up 
of Walker’s Lake and Billing Brook.  

• Blocked drains and potholes in Little Billing have been reported via FixMyStreet.  

• The location of all schools within the parish have been passed to Cllr. Deakes, so they can 
be added to the traffic wardens’ visit programme, with the aim of discouraging parking on 
double yellow lines and other inappropriate parking around school areas.   

• The footbridge linking Emley Close to the Weston Favell Centre is frequently closed during 
icy conditions, resulting in residents having to cross Wellingborough Road at the heavily 
trafficked roundabout junction. He has requested that Cllrs. Deakes and Hays liaise with the 
Unitary Ward Councillors, Cllrs. Hibbert and Kilbride, who cover this area, as they have not 
responded to him directly about this issue. 

 
Cllr. Rockall expressed serious concern regarding the increasingly unacceptable condition of the 
roads throughout Ecton Brook. He noted that numerous areas are now in an advanced state of 
disrepair. He further observed that several sections previously repaired by West Northamptonshire 
Highways are already surrounded by newly fragmented and broken-up road surface, demonstrating 
that patch repairs are proving counterproductive, as the surrounding areas continue to fail while 
the repairs themselves remain intact. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 21:43pm.  
The next meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 9th March 2026 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, 
Penfold Lane, Northampton, NN3 9EF   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


