061/2025

BILLING PARISH COUNCIL

Established 1894

Serving Bellinge, Ecton Brook, Great Billing and Little Billing

90 NoN FORTUNA

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 8" DECEMBER 2025
AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING

PRESENT Cllr. Mr. J. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council
Clirs. Mr. D. Brede, Mr F. Brett, Mrs. G Chaggar Mr R. Chamberlin, Mr. G. Gardner, Mr S.
Johnson, Mr. P. Nock (co-opted), Mr. B. Patel, Mr S. Rockall (Vice Chair) and Mr S. Young.

Also Present: Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council)
Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager)
Mr. S. Hays (WNC Councillor)
One Parishioner

Item Action
no

143 | Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Rev. R. Burbidge. Apologies were also received
from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) and the local PCSO’s. No apologies received from Clir Mr S.
Ward.

144 | Co-option of Councillors

Peter Nock attended the meeting and gave brief presentation expressing his interest in joining the
Council. Following a unanimous vote by show of hands, it was RESOLVED to co-opt him to Ecton
Brook Ward. Declaration of Acceptance of Office was completed along with members Interest
Form. One vacancy remains open on Bellinge (Middle) Ward.

145 | Minutes
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10" November 2025 (Folio Nos. 53/2025 to
060/2025) were approved and signed as true records.

146 | To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct

Cllr. Chaggar declared a non-pecuniary interest in item number 151e (i) as she is a trustee of the
Community Interest Company (CIC), Cre8 Change who will potentially be requesting further funding
in 2026/27. In accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct and the Localism Act 2011, ClIr
Chaggar took no part in the discussion or vote on this matter during this agenda item.

147 | To receive requests for dispensation
None received

148 | Public Forum
No one in attendance to speak.

149 | Reports from Outside Agencies
a | The clerk advised in Mr D. Langs Highways Wardens absence that he had nothing to report.
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Iltem Action
no
149 | Reports from Outside Agencies (continued)
b | Clir. Hays (WNC) reported the following:

e The signs have been installed in Station Close. Thanks, passed to the GSM.

e Advised that Bellinge Community Centre is having the kitchen replaced and some
electrical work completed over the Christmas period.

e WNC have confirmed that they are responsible for both Billing Brook and Ecton Brook Clerk
Lake. He is pursuing them to clear the rubbish from both areas, but Property Services are
struggling to find a suitable contractor due to its specialist nature. The clerk suggested he
speak with Nene River Trust, she will pass on relevant contact details.

e The lease for Bellinge Community House still has not been finalised with Community Clerk
Spaces Northampton, so was wondering if the Parish would be interested in taking this on
instead. The clerk advised that this is not something that can be decided upon due to it
not being a formal agenda item. It will be added to January’s agenda.

150 | planning
3 | To consider the following planning applications:

e 2025/4710/TCA -5 Pound Lane, Great Billing — Works to 1 x Red maple within a

conservation area — No objections
b | The following determinations had been received from WNC:

e 2025/3742/FULL - 36 Church Lane, Little Billing - Proposed two storey rear extension, first
floor side extension and garage conversion to main dwelling. Proposed detached garage
with widened driveway — Approved

151 | Finance
a | RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1% November to 30" November 2025.
Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid
Barclaycard Barclaycard payment LGA19725111 9.76
D F PHIPPS Mowing, Strimming October 0OSA1906559&10 1537.20
CLOUDY GROUP LTD Microsoft 365 & support Nov LGA1972S111 191.28
SOUTH NORTHANTS Replacement battery for G5 defib LGA19725137 280.00
YU ENERGY Parish Street Lights Oct PCA1957S3 579.74
CLOUDY GROUP LTD SharePoint - Historical docs LGA19725111 2566.68
FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Oct LGA19725133 138.00
ANGLIAN WATER
BUSINESS Pavilion Water 10/08 - 09/11 LGA19725133 107.72
LOCAL LEAFLET DROP
LIMITED Winter magazine distribution LGA19725142 351.00
BACA WORKWEAR &
SAFETY Multi-task work boots LGA19725112 89.02
WEST
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE Uncontested election costs '25 ROTPA1983 331.50
LONSDALE DIRECT
SOLUTIONS Winter magazine printing 25 LGA1972S142 567.00
NORTHANTS CALC Clir. Training x 4 (RC/SJ) LGA19725112 194.40
LGA19725137
CRESCHANGE Agreed Grant Instalment 10f2 2860.00
SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL | Salary & payroll Service Nov LGA19725112 7548.48
02 GSM/Clerk Mobile Oct TA1984597 64.32
CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband Nov TA1984597 49.80
LGA19725111
NATWEST BANK Bank Charges for October 6.30
NEST Clerk / GSM pension November LGA19725112 812.78
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151 | Finance (continued)
a | Charges included in the Barclaycard payment were as follows:

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid

AMAZON MARKET PLACE White card LGA19725111 4.59
Cleaning products & catering for LGA19725111

ALDI STORES coffee morning. 5.17

b | RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 30
November 2025 be APPROVED.

c | RESOLVED that November’s 2025 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and CCLA
account be APPROVED and were duly signed by ClIr. Brett. The account balances as of 30%
November 2025 were:

Current Account £1,293.04
Reserve Account £125,383.91
Investment Account £365,284.49

d | No works were authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation in November.

e | The clerk advised that this would be the last opportunity to make amendments to the budget. It
needs to be formally approved in January in order that the precept amount can be agreed and PR1
form being completed in time for 14" January deadline set by West Northamptonshire Council.

i) 5137 (Bellinge Community House, Replacement Defibrillators, Other Grants) Clerk
Members discussed ongoing work at Bellinge Community House and the stakeholder meeting
scheduled for 20th January, which will focus on mapping existing services, reviewing current
delivery, identifying collaboration opportunities, and addressing gaps raised by residents. It was
confirmed by Community Spaces Northampton that the venue will only be available for
Cre8Change to hire two days per week (Mondays and Fridays) rather than the four days originally
anticipated. To maintain flexibility, members agreed to retain sufficient budget provision based
on the two-day model should future support be required and approved by the Council. Alongside
the remaining EMR of approximately £9,684.23 at year-end, this allocation will also cover
previously agreed commitments, including replacement defibrillators and grants to other
applicants. The Clerk’s recommendation to reduce the Section 137 allocation from £20,000 to
£10,000 was APPROVED.

ii) Tools and Consumables Capital Equipment (Hand Flailer and Mower) GSM
The Green Space Manager reported the need for investment in essential equipment to support
grounds maintenance and operational efficiency.

e Hand Flailer: Following a visit to Garden Machines, a suitable flail model was identified
that is easy to load and unload from the truck. Estimated cost is £3,200, and further
comparison estimates will be sought before purchase.

e Ride-on Mower: Members noted the intention to save for a future purchase of a ride-on
mower to maintain parish green spaces in-house rather than relying on contractors,
should the need arise which will improve cost-effectiveness over time.

Clir. Johnson and Gardner suggested that the GSM complete an exercise to show the following:

e Flail — Time taken to clear areas using current method versus time with the proposed
hand flail
e Mower — Cost of contract versus costs to purchase, insure, run, maintain and time.
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151

152

Finance (continued)
This is to be sent out to the councillor in the next couple of days for them to review.

i) Bellinge Field Maintenance (Path on Bellinge Field towards Kingscroft Court)
The path on Bellinge Field towards Kingscroft Court is in a bad state of repair (confirmed by Cllr.
Johnson) and needs resurfacing or a new path installing. The Clerks Recommendation of Bellinge
Field Repairs and maintenance budget amount of £16,750.00 was APPROVED.

Other Matters
Budget Projects for 2025/2026
i) Good Neighbourhood Scheme — The clerk advised that this has been explored with
Northants ACRE and West Northants Council. A coffee morning was held for residents
to show there interest however only three people turned up — so will not be pursued
any further at this stage.
ii) Breakfast Club — Not pursued
iii) School Holiday Club — Not pursued

Ear Marked Reserves

It was agreed that a financial plan will be drafted by Clirs. Chamberlin, Gardner, Johnson and the
clerk to show what the ear marked reserves are for and when they are expected to be used.
Meeting to be arranged by Cllr. Johnson. To be presented in a future parish council meeting.

Next Council Coffee Morning
It was RESOLVED that the next Parish Council Coffee Morning will be held on Thursday 19"
February. Clerk will arrange.

Parish Council Banking Provider

The Clerk gave a short presentation recommending that Billing Parish Council review its current
banking arrangements to assess whether moving to a different provider could deliver operational,
financial, and compliance benefits. It was RESOLVED to give the Clerk authority to explore other
providers.

Health and Wellbeing Plan

The Council discussed the importance of developing a Health & Wellbeing Plan to identify
and address the unique needs of the local community. The aim of such a plan is to create
an environment where all residents can achieve optimal health and wellbeing. The Clerk
advised that new figures received from West Northamptonshire Council show that the
Unitary Ward of Billing is ranked in the top ten for poverty in West Northants, highlighting
the need for targeted health and wellbeing initiatives.

It was RESOLVED to give the Clerk authority to explore the development of a Health &
Wellbeing Plan in collaboration with West Northamptonshire Council (WNC).

Restoration of Great and Little Billing War Memorials

Members noted that the Jesus statue at Great Billing War Memorial has flaking paint, and the
Little Billing War Memorial shows signs of chipping. The clerk advised that planning department
will need to be consulted before for any restoration work is completed due to them being grade Il
listed. However, it was RESOLVED that restoration work will be explored without seeking advice
on planning requirements.

RC,GG
SJ,
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
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152 | Other Matters (continued)

g | WNC Infrastructure and Developer Contributions Supplementary Planning Document Consultation | Clerk
The Council discussed the West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) consultation on the
Infrastructure and Developer Contributions Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). Members
agreed that it was important to provide a response to ensure local priorities are reflected in future
planning obligations and left it to the clerk to respond.

h | Smaller Authorities Proper Practice Consultation
The Council discussed the consultation on Proper Practices for Smaller Authorities. Members Clerk
agreed that it was important to provide feedback to ensure the guidance reflects the practical
needs and challenges faced by smaller councils and left it to the clerk to respond.

i | Anti-Social Behaviour and Drug Taking
Clir. Johnson wanted to make the council aware of the issues of Drug Taking and Anti- Social Clerk
behaviour issue that are going on in Bellinge. The clerk advised that she will arrange a meeting
with the PCSQ’s to discuss this in more depth.
153 | Updates

a | Clerk Update
The clerk advised she has:

e Prepared and submitted interim internal audit paperwork.

e Attended Larger Parish Council Forum, Bellinge Playground Meeting, Meeting with
Michael Venton (WNC) regarding TPO requests and fixmystreet issues, Local Area
Partnership Event, 6 contractor site visits, Bellinge Stakeholder meeting and Climate and
nature Champion Conference.

e Chased WNC regarding multiple outstanding council and resident enquiries.

e Responded to two planning applications

e Contacted cleaners and bin collection companies regarding services required over the
Christmas period

e Met with ClIr. Gardner and Johnson to discuss budget and made amendments where
requested.

e Payment made to Cre8Change for the first of two agreed payment installments

e Set up new Billing Parish Council Facebook clerk profile so can post directly from this and
not from personal account.

e Contact WNC regarding election recharge invoices as was believed to be incorrect.

e Linked the Members Register of Interest forms from West Northants Council website
(they have only just updated these) to the Billing parish Council website.

e Contacted Eason Electrical to advise on quotation approved (they are on order and shall
be fitted once received)

e Approval given to Cloudy IT to proceed with History Sharepoint sight and annual contract.
Chasing for refund for the single payment made for the month of November.

b | Sporting Update

The clerk advised:

e Email sent to Billing United Football Club explaining November meeting decision regarding
storage of goals. Response received which again has been responded to. They will liaise
with Paul to explore storage options in the allocated area.

e Awaiting response from Wellingborough Indians Cricket Club following issue of the 2026
season contract for the third and fourth teams. Will chase the completed contract in
January.
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153

Updates

Dog Fouling at Carpenter Close

Clir. Hays has advised that the issue is ongoing and that he will persist with WNC in regard to the
CCTV camera.

Lakes at Cottage Gardens
e Residents have met with Mike Reader MP. He is arranging a round-table meeting with
WNC officers, Anglian Water, Nene River Trust, residents. The clerk will attend to support
the residents.
e The landowner who has a drainage report also had a site visit with the residents; however,
the report was not available for them to view.

Knife Amnesty Bin — Bellinge

The clerk advised that additional information requested by Estates team regarding exact location,
dimensions, colour, and responsibility has been sent and she is now awaiting their response. If
nothing has been received by January, she will chase and copy Cllr. Hays in.

Street Lighting Checks
The clerk advised that checks have been completed and she is awaiting formal report and list of
remedial works with prices.

Additional Lighting — Bernard Weston Pavilion Driveway

The clerk advised that Spakx had visited the site and provided several suggestions that may
benefit the situation and will be providing a quote. ClIr. Young explained that he feels that a solar
powered lamp may be an option which could be placed on an existing post owned by a resident of
Penfold Gardens. Clir. Marlow will speak with the homeowner regarding this and Clir. Young will
investigate the costs for this.

Land Drain — Bellinge Field

The clerk advised that contact has been made by her with MMK and asked them if they would
contact GSM to arrange a site visit. He advised that they have now been in contact and will
arrange site visit.

Compliance with Assertion 10
The clerk advised that the governance review has now been completed by Beach Marketing and
she is awaiting an appointment from Steve Bishop to discuss findings.

Relocation of Bellinge Noticeboard

The clerk advised that the exact proposed locations were sent to WNC Regulations Department

but due to the locations not being on adopted WNC Highways land it has had to be rereferred to
the Estates Team, and she is currently awaiting their response. If nothing has been received by

January, she will chase and copy ClIr. Hays in.

Land Registry Works

The clerk advised that no progression has been made as Simon at Land and Property Registration
has been quite poorly. All documentation he requested has been forwarded and she is awaiting
his response.

Parish Flower Baskets 2026

The clerk advised that she has contacted five companies to quote for the 2026 flower baskets.
She has received confirmation that she has received one quote, confirmation that two are unable
to quote leaving two companies outstanding one of which is last year’s supplier.

SY
M
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153

154

Updates (continued)
Signs for Old School Close
See item 149b

Great Billing Playground Tender
The clerk advised that she invited nine companies to tender (as agreed), six have responded and
booked and attended a site visit. No tenders have been submitted to date.

Tree Preservation Order request

The clerk advised that she attended a site visit with Michael Venton from WNCs Planning
Department. He has confirmed that requested Tree Preservation Orders for trees located on
Parish owned land are not needed unless the Council were planning to sell the land and wanted to
protect the trees at any point. He will send over his formal response regarding these and the
other tree locations in the new year.

Section 106 — Ecton Brook Playground behind Dandelion Close

The clerk advised that numerous emails have been sent to the Parks Department at WNC advising
them of the £ £13,957.64 of section 106 available for them to use on the WNC owned playpark at
Dandelion Close. No response has been received. This has also been escalated through WNC
Ward Councillor Deakes and Mike Reader MP. If nothing has been received by January, she will
chase and copy Clir. Hays in.

Bellinge Community Environment
Clir. Johnson advised that he has been taking regular walks through Bellinge and has produced a
report containing all issues found. He has focused on three areas in particular:

e Cleanliness of the whole ward — litter, fly tipping, run down properties, overflowing
clothes bins and overflowing communal bins used by the flats in Gallfield Court. All issues
have been logged on FixMyStreet or WNC app and then followed up with a Members
Enquiry submitted by Clir. Deakes. Cllr Hays suggested holding regular progress meetings
which was warmly welcomed.

e Condition of the Play area — damaged surfacing, damaged swing seats (already replaced),
overall appearance (to be painted), muddy pathway (WNC agreed that this will be made
into a proper pathway at their expense).

e Condition of three planters — He would like to replace the three with new purpose-built
planters. He has been given a guide price of £400.00 per planter but will ask for formal
quotation so this can be discussed at the next meeting.

It was suggested that each ward have a representative to replicate the work that Clir. Johnson has
started in Bellinge. This will be added to the next agenda to formally note the volunteers.

Leisure & Recreation
GSM Update
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported:
e Station Close signs have been installed
e The Bellinge planter by Bellinge Community House has been weeded and bulbs planting
e Clearing work is continuing in linear park
e Two dead cherry trees on Bellinge Field were removed on the volunteering session

SJ

Clerk
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154 | Leisure & Recreation (continued)
b | Little Billing Pocket Park Update
The clerk advised that no report have been received from Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer Group. | SY
However, Cllr. Young advised that he has been contacted by a resident in Valley Road whose | SH
property is suffering with rats entering her home due to rubbish being collected by a neighbouring
property. He will, with the support of Clir. Hays contact the resident to investigate further.
¢ | Ecton Brook Residents Group
None received however the clerk wanted to advertise the Ecton Brook Residents Group Annual
Meet Santa will be held on 20" December starting outside Ecton Brook Doctors Surgery from 11am.
d | Bellinge Residents Group
None received
155 | Date of Next Meeting and Closure

There being no further business Cllr. Marlow wishes everyone a Very Merry Christmas and the was
closed at 21:44pm.

The next meeting will be the held at 7.30 pm on Monday 12t January 2025 at Bernard Weston
Pavilion, Penfold Lane, Northampton, NN3 9EF




