053/2025

BILLING PARISH COUNCIL

Established 1894

Serving Bellinge, Ecton Brook, Great Billing and Little Billing

90 NoN FORTUNA

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 10* NOVEMBER 2025
AT JUNGLE@BIPS, ECTON BROOK

PRESENT Cllr. Mr S. Rockall (Vice Chair of Billing Parish Council)
Clirs. Mr F. Brett, Rev. R. Burbidge, Mr R. Chamberlin, Mr. G. Gardner, Mr S. Johnson, Mr. B.
Patel and Mr S. Young.

Also Present: Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council)
Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager)
Mr. M. Deakes (WNC Councillor)
PCSO Turner (Northamptonshire Police PCSO)
PCSO Bednarczyk (Northamptonshire Police PCSO)
Ms. R. Clarke (Cre8 Change)
No Parishioners

Item Action
no

127 | Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Mr. D. Brede, Mrs. G Chaggar and Mr. J. Marlow
and Mr S. Ward. Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) and Mike
Reader MP.

128 | Co-option of Councillors
No candidates were present for co-option. The two vacancies remain open.

129 | Minutes
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13" October 2025 (Folio Nos. 046/2025 to
052/2025) were approved and signed as true records.

130 | To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct
None received

131 | To receive requests for dispensation
None received

132 | Public Forum
No one in attendance to speak.

133 | Reports from Outside Agencies
a | Clir. Deakes (WNC) advised he had nothing to report.

b | PCSO’s Turner and Bednarczyk reported the following:

e Vehicle crime has increased within the parish. Suggested to remove belongings and to
ensure that car is locked.

e Burglaries have recently increased in neighbouring parishes; however, an offender has
been apprehended. To help deter further incidents, PCSOs are conducting regular patrols
throughout the area
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133 | Reports from Outside Agencies (continued)
¢ | The clerk advised that the Highways Warden had nothing to report.
134 | Planning
a | To consider the following planning applications:

e ENO010170 - Green Hill Solar Farm - Development Consent for the Green Hill Solar Farm
Project — Members noted that the proposed development does not directly affect the
parish. Although members do not necessarily support the project, it was agreed that
their views are unlikely to be considered as part of the decision-making process.
Therefore, no formal objections were raised.

e 2025/1748/FULL - 10 Pippin Lane, Little Billing - Two storey side extension and front
extension to garage - Revised: Proposed Plans and Elevations [Rev:05] — No comments or
objections

e 2025/3997/FULL & 2025/3998/LBC — Leather Works, Little Billing - Listed building and Full | Clerk
Planning consent for alterations and extension to existing building and conversion to 32no.
flats, with provision of bin store areas and car parking - No comments or objections

e 2025/4043/FULL - 19 Woburn Gate, Ecton Brook - Proposed change of use from dwelling
(C3 use) to House in Multiple Occupancy for 5 persons (C4 use) to include conversion of
garage into bedroom - Objections raised citing concerns over parking, highway safety,
residential amenity, overdevelopment, waste management, and community cohesion.

b | The following determinations had been received from WNC:

e 2025/3550/TCA - 11 Cattle Hill, Great Billing - Work to 2 x Beech and the removal of 1 x

Beech - APPROVED
135 | Finance
a | Cllr. Gardner requested information regarding the card transactions relating to the Barclaycard

payment of £139.94. The Clerk advised that this had been circulated upon completion last month
(see below)

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid
Cleaning products & catering for LGA19725111
ALDI STORES coffee morning. 13.24
Free from cake and paper plates & LGA1972S111
TESCOS STORE napkins for coffee morning 4.65
SUPERIOR SERVICES Replacement key due to breakage LGA19725111
10.00
TESCOS PFS Fuel for GSM truck LGA19725111
94.40
TESCOS PFS Fuel for chipper LGA19725111
17.65

RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1% October to 315 October 2025.

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid

YU ENERGY Lt Billing Street Lights Sept PCA1957S3 18.44

D F PHIPPS Mowing, strim & spray Sept 0OSA1906559&10 3222.00

BACA WORKWEAR & LGA19725111

SAFETY Replacement soap dispenser 11.98
LGA1972S111

CLOUDY GROUPLTD Microsoft 365 & support Oct 191.28

BRITISH GAS Pavilion Electric 14/8-20/9 LGA19725133 224.57
LGA1972S111

Barclaycard Barclaycard Payment 139.94

CLARE DUTCH & ENGLISH

BULB Supply of mixed Daffodils HA1980S96 385.00

SOUTH NORTHANTS Replacement defib pads x 3 LGA1972S137 290.00




055/2025

Item Action
no
135 | Finance (continued)
a | RESOLVED to APPROVE the following payments from 1t October to 30" October 2025.
Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid
FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Sept LGA19725133 138.00
YU ENERGY Gt Billing Street Lights Sept PCA195753 392.15
CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband Oct TA1984597 49.8
02 GSM/Clerk Mobile Sept TA1984597 64.32
SMALL BUSINESS LGA19725112
PAYROLL Salary & Payroll Service Oct 564.16
BCW OFFICE PRODUCTS RTRA1984572(1)
LTD Road signs for Station Close 321.04
K IRVINE PLANT UK LTD Chipper service LGA19725111 160.72
BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 14/8 - 14/10 LGA19725133 75.37
SMALL BUSINESS
PAYROLL Salary & Payroll Service Oct LGA19725112 -564.16
SMALL BUSINESS
PAYROLL Salary & Payroll Service Oct LGA19725112 5654.16
N J BARBERLTD Pavilion cleaning October LGA19725133 359.74
NATWEST BANK Bank charges September LGA19725111 10.72
NEST Clerk / GSM pension Oct LGA19725112 573.86

b | RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31t October
2025 be APPROVED.

C | RESOLVED that October’s 2025 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and CCLA
account be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr. Brett. The account balances as of 31°* October
2025 were:

Current Account £9353.13
Reserve Account £135,287.92
Investment Account £364,045.81
d | RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation
in September be APPROVED:
Approved Works Under the Scheme of Delegation
Contractor Works Reason Cost (inc. vat) Date ?Igerreked By Budget Codes
- 7135 100

South Northants Req Defib Battery 0ld battery no longer charged £280 15/10/2025( 5137 Grants Administration
4300
Tools & 520 Tools

K Irvin Plant Chipper Service Due annual service £160.72 21/10/2025| Consumables | % COnsumables

e | Internal Control Report for Quarter 2 (including matters for attention) July — September 2025 was
received and APPROVED.

f | It was RESOLVED that the quotation from Eason Electrical for £1220.00 plus VAT to replace two Clerk
failed heaters with Heatstore 2KW electrical heaters in the Bernard Weston Pavilion be APPROVED.
Clerk to arrange start date.

g | It was RESOLVED that the quotation from Trim & Proper Tree Surgeons Ltd for £2850.00 plus VAT to | GSM

coppice nine Willow trees and removal of one failed Willow tree on Bellinge Field be APPROVED.
GSM to arrange start date.
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135

Finance (continued)

Following a successful first year contract with Cloudy IT, members reviewed the current monthly
billing arrangement for IT services, which includes Microsoft licences (13 Business Basic and 2
Business Premium), backups, security, and support. In response to Microsoft’s 5% price increase
for monthly licence payments from April 2025, a cost comparison showed potential savings of
£102.59 per year by switching to annual billing, with the total annual cost quoted at £2,371.68
plus VAT. It was RESOLVED, on the Clerk’s recommendation, that the Council will revert to annual
billing to reduce costs and bank charges. Clerk to inform Cloudy IT.

It was RESOLVED to approve the quotation from Cloudy IT for the setup and configuration of a
new SharePoint site dedicated to the Parish History Group. This will enable the group to upload
historical documents for use on the Parish Council website. The APPROVED costs include a one-off
setup fee of £162.50 + VAT, and an ongoing monthly charge of £9.00 to ensure the site remains
secure and backed up. The Clerk will request that Cloudy IT incorporate this provision into the
annual contract renewal discussed in item 135h.

A proposal recommended by local PCSOs and supported by the organisation Off The Streets
regarding the installation of a Knife Amnesty Bin at Bellinge Community House was discussed.
PCSO Turner advised that the bin is a secure, permanently fixed unit designed to prevent retrieval
of deposited items, allowing for anonymous, 24/7 disposal of knives and other weapons. It will be
emptied monthly by police and maintained by Off The Streets. As the proposed location is on the
external wall of Bellinge Community House, which is owned by WNC, the clerk advised that formal
permission must be sought from them before installation can proceed. It was RESOLVED subject
to obtaining necessary permissions from WNC that the quotation of £540.00 plus vat be
APPROVED (cost to come out of $137). Clerk to contact WNC for necessary permissions.

Council RESOLVED to approve in retrospect the grounds maintenance work carried out by Stanley
Contracting to flail The Leys and Bellinge Field. The work was undertaken at a rate of £50.00 plus
VAT per hour. This action was necessary due to the inability to contact the previously approved
contractor, Michael Blackwell, in a timely manner. The Council acknowledged the importance of
maintaining these areas and expressed appreciation for the prompt response by Stanley
Contracting.

Councillors discussed Cre8 Change’s funding request for a further £11,700 to expand its service at
Bellinge Community House from two to four days per week for six months. It was clarified during
the meeting that, if approved tonight, the funding would be realigned to match the remaining 21
weeks of the current financial year, with a revised total of £9,450 for the additional days (£450.00
per week). This would be paid in two instalments, consistent with the original funding structure.
Combined with the previously agreed £5,500 for Tuesdays and Fridays, the total commitment
would rise to £14,950.

Rachel Clarke (Cre8 Change) was in attendance and was able to provide further context regarding
the organisation’s operations during the discussion.

A key discussion point was financial governance, as Cre8 Change still does not have a functioning
bank account, which has delayed the release of previously agreed funding. Rachel explained that
they are now on their sixth attempt to open an account with Lloyds Bank. When asked whether
she had considered using a different bank, she confirmed that she has and is currently exploring
alternative options.

Another matter discussed was around food provision and compliance, with councillors highlighting
the need for appropriate food safety measures. Rachel advised that she believes Bellinge
Community House already has a Food Hygiene Rating, which may cover the project’s food

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
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136

Finance (continued)

provision. She also confirmed that she personally holds a basic food hygiene certificate. However,
due to the kitchen being very small, she is going through the process of having her home kitchen
assessed so that food can be prepared there and brought into the venue.

Councillors also questioned the sustainability of the project particularly as the CIC is still in its early
stages. Rachel advised that she is actively seeking support from local businesses and applying for
additional grants. She also confirmed her personal commitment to the project, stating that she is
willing to give up her current job to run it full-time.

The clerk is attending a follow-up meeting with WNC scheduled on Thursday to see the progress
WNC has made on assessing the wider community needs.

Councillors RESOLVED to postpone a decision on the proposed expansion funding, until further
information regarding the wider community needs is received from WNC.

Other Matters

Bernard Weston Outside Toilets

Discussion took place regarding the possibility of keeping the outside toilets at the Bernard
Weston Pavilion open to the public Monday to Friday. The idea was welcomed in principle,
recognising the potential benefit to local residents and visitors. However, concerns were raised
about cleanliness, security, and the risk of misuse. It was RESOLVED that the GSM will unlock the
facility on his arrival and lock it before he leaves. This arrangement will be trialled starting
tomorrow. If issues arise regarding misuse, the facility will be locked again.

Green Space Outside of Belling Community House

Members were supportive of Clir. Johnson’s proposal of enhancing the flower beds outside of
Bellinge Community House with seasonal planting. It was suggested that, in the absence of the
volunteers who previously maintained the flower bed, the GSM should take ownership of its
upkeep. The GSM agreed to this. The Clerk then suggested using the leftover spring bulbs, and
Councillor Johnson recommended covering the area with bark to tidy it up. He also noted that the
flower bed requires painting,

Fly tipping remains a major concern in Bellinge and Ecton Brook. ClIr. Johnson recently identified
over 40 separate incidents of fly tipping in Bellinge and will email the details to Clir. Deakes for
formal logging via Member Enquiries.

The GSM advised that in the past, the Parish Council organised clean-ups to help tackle fly tipping.
However, due to Northampton Borough Council’s stance at the time, even moving waste to an
agreed collection point was classified as fly tipping. This led to the initiative being stopped.

It was agreed that more action is needed to deter illegal dumping and encourage reporting. Clir.
Hays is working with WNC on multilingual awareness leaflets for affected areas. The GSM
suggested including these with council tax demands to boost visibility.

To support enforcement, the Clerk suggested that Cllr. Deakes may wish to liaise with
Environmental Services about using surveillance cameras in hotspots. She also recommended that
she dedicated section in the next Parish newsletter covering legal consequences, reporting
methods, and disposal alternatives for those unable to access the local tip.

GSM

GSM

SJ
MD
Clerk
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137 | Updates
a | Clerk update
The Clerk reported:
e She has attended the following meetings: - History of Billing Parish, WNC 1°* Annual Parish
Conference, Online Banking in association with Unity Trust Bank, Q2 Internal Controls Audit,
WNC Planning briefing and Cloudy IT renewal.
e Facilitated two playground tender show rounds
o Allfive defibrillators are now fully functional.
e Reported numerous issues to WNC (Highways, Street Cleansing, Flytipping, Graffiti,
Untaxed Vehicles & Trees)
e Written two responses to planning applications
e Written to HPBallerz regarding price increase
e Written to Billing United Football Club regarding the removal of the goals
e Chased Highways regarding relocation of Bellinge noticeboard and updates on remaining
issues reported.
e Completed the draft budget for 2026/2027 ready for review.
e Instructed Beach Marketing to proceed with website audit.
e Visited Cre8 Change at Bellinge Community House
e Sent out Tender invites to the agreed invitees
e Chased WNC enforcement request regarding the storage of household items on the Billing
Brook riverbank behind a property on Home Farm Close
e Chased WNC Parks team for confirmation on how and when they will be utilising the
remaining £13,957.64 of section 106 money which has to specifically be used for the WNC
owned park behind Dandelion Close, Ecton Brook.
e Road signs for Station Close have arrived and are ready to be installed by the GSM.
e Magazine articles have been written, newsletter produced and printed and been delivered
to the distribution company today.
e Helped members of the Parish History Group scan historic documents.
e Sent the Bellinge Community House schedule of building needs report compiled by David
Cosby Chartered Surveyors & Estate Agents as agreed to WNC Ward Clir. Hays.
b | Sporting Update
The Clerk reported:
e Contracts have been issued to Wellingborough Indians Cricket Club, and a signed copy is
currently awaited.
¢ | Dog fouling at Carpenter Close
In Cllr. Hays’ absence, Clir. Deakes advised that he has no further update regarding the situation at
Carpenter Close.
d | Lakes at Cottage Gardens

Updates were received from Clir. Deakes, the GSM and the clerk:

Kier contractors inspected the culvert under Wellingborough Road and carried out a CCTV
survey. The culvert was found to be heavily silted and holding rubbish but not blocked. It
has now been cleared and added to Kier’s annual inspection regime.

Surface water can now flow freely from Lings Wood to the south side of Wellingborough
Road. The site should be monitored during heavy rainfall, and Highways will provide
updates as needed.

The Council believes the culvert is not the cause of reduced pond flow. Development north
of Wellingborough Road has diverted most surface water into public sewers, which no
longer feed the ponds. Only Lings Wood, the Cottage Gardens sewer, and possibly some
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137 | Updates (continued)

d highway drains now contribute.

e Due to dry conditions, runoff from woodland is minimal. The Council advises residents to
contact Anglian Water to explore options for redirecting flow from nearby sewers into the
ponds.

e ClIr. Marlow has spoken to the landowner regarding the drainage report, but it has not yet
been received.

e The ditch along The Leys has now been cleared. It remains dry up to the point where the
old footpath used to be. An old gully was observed taking water from The Leys into the
ditch, but no connecting pipe was found between the ditch and the pond.

e The GSM has been discussing the issues with a representative from the Nene River Trust.
They have indicated that there may be potential funding available to carry out a survey of
the pond’s inlets. With both parties’ permission, the GSM has given the residents contact
details to the Nene River Trusts representative.

138 | Leisure & Recreation

3 | GSM Update
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported:

e Bulbs have been planted on the three grass roundabouts within the parish.

e He assisted volunteers from Billing Covenanted Churches Together in planting their donated
bulbs on Bellinge Field.

e The area of Linear Park behind that of Millbank has been cleared. The clerk passed on Cllr.
Wards thanks in his absence.

b | Little Billing Pocket Park Update
None received

¢ | Ecton Brook Residents Group
The Annual General Meeting will take place on Thursday 13th November at 6pm at The
Jungle @Bips.

d | Bellinge Residents Group
None received

139 | Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere

a | Clir. Burbidge reported that the wall at All Saints Church, Little Billing has now been repaired. He | GSM
noted that the Remembrance Sunday services were well attended and positively received. With
Christmas approaching, event leaflets have been distributed to councillors and passed to the GSM
for display in the parish noticeboards.

b | ClIr. Gardner enquired about the progress of the playground tender. The Clerk responded that two
companies have already attended site viewings, with a further five scheduled over the coming
weeks.

¢ | ClIr. Johnson asked whether the playground at Bellinge is a Parish Council asset and suggested it | MD
could benefit from a tidy-up. Cllr. Deakes confirmed that it is not, but he will liaise with WNC to
explore ways to make the area more inviting.

d | Cllr. Rockall thanks ClIr. Patel for hosting tonight’s meeting.

e | Clir. Young enquired who looks after little Billing Pocket Park. The GSM advised that Little Billing

Pocket Park Volunteer Group and that they hold a monthly volunteer session.
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140 | Exclusion of the press and public — due to the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted the press and public were excluded from the next items on the agenda:
141 | Staff Matters
The Clerk’s amended performance review was received and approved. It was RESOLVED that a pay | Clerk
increase be awarded to the Parish Clerk, backdated to 1st April 2025, in accordance with the agreed
NJC pay scale. The Clerk will notify Small Business Payroll.
142 | Date of Next Meeting and Closure

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.48pm.
The next meeting will be the held at 7.30 pm on Monday 8" December 2025 at Bernard Weston

Pavilion, Penfold Lane, Northampton, NN3 9EF.




