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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2025 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. Mr. J. Marlow (Chair of Billing Parish Council) 
Cllrs. Mr D. Brede, Rev. Richard Burbidge, Mrs. G Chaggar and Mr. G. Gardner.  

 
Also Present:    Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr. M. Deakes (WNC Councillor) 
Mike Harrison (PCSO Northants Police) 
Laura Nowell (PCSO Northants Police) 
Five Parishioners  
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Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Brett, Chamberlin, Patel, Rockall and Ward.  
Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) and Cllr. Mr. S. Hays (WNC).  
 
Co-option of Councillors 
Two individuals, Shaun Young and Steven Johnson, attended the meeting and gave brief 
presentations expressing their interest in joining the Council. Following a unanimous vote by show 
of hands, it was RESOLVED to co-opt Shaun Young and Steven Johnson to fill two of the four 
current vacancies on the Council. 
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on14th July 2025 (Folio Nos. 030/2025 to 
036/2025) were approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
None received 
 
To receive requests for dispensation 
None received 
 
Public Forum 
Residents of Cottage Gardens wished to speak.  See item 101h 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
PCSO’s Nowell and Harrison reported that:   

• Following on from the Parish Council Coffee Morning a couple of Councillors have joined 
the Street Watch Warden. 

• A prolific car theft offender is due to be released from prison and urged everyone not to 
leave any items on show in vehicles.  PCSO Harrison will send the clerk a poster to put 
onto social media. 

• Shop lifting is still an issue at Bellinge Co-op store.   
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Reports from Outside Agencies (continued) 
Cllr. Deakes (WNC) reported the following: 

• Himself, and Cllr. Hays led a walk round Ecton Brook with representatives of West 
Northamptonshire Council (WNC), Northampton Partnership Homes (NPH), Idverdi, 
Veolia, Billing Parish Council and a resident looking at the lack of maintenance of Linear 
Park, overgrown bushes fly tipping, graffiti and street cleansing.   

• Himself, and Cllr. Hays led a walk round Bellinge with representatives of West 
Northamptonshire Council (WNC), Northampton Partnership Homes (NPH), and Billing 
Parish Council looking at the lack of maintenance of the blocked off alleyways, overgrown 
bushes and trees and fly tipping.   

• They are looking to produce and distribute a leaflet about fly tipping and how to get rid of 
unwanted items correctly.  PCSO Harrison advise that they currently use one which he is 
happy to share with them.   

• They also met with residents utilising Bellinge Community House and held their first 
Councillor Surgery.   

 
Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 2025/1748/FULL - 10 Pippin Lane, Little Billing - Two storey side extension and front 
extension to garage – Amended Plans – No comments 

• 2025/2570/FULL - 5 Gibbsacre Court, Bellinge - Change of use from dwelling house (C3) to 
house in multiple occupation (C4) six-bedroom six person including conversion of integral 
garage and first floor rear extension – Objections raised in relation to waste 
management, parking constraints and inappropriate location in cul-de-sac.   

• 2025/2810/FULL - 34 Campion Court, Bellinge - Proposed rear two storey and single 
storey extensions, front porch extension and internal alterations – Comments raised. 
Whilst there were no concerns regarding the planning application, concerns were raised 
that the property will be used as a House of Multiple Occupancy.  

• 2025/2850/TPO - Former Pearce Leather Works - 0 & 31 - 2 x Maples- Located next to 
building included union and roots pocket present at the base, to be removed, one over 
river is in decline.  19 - Sycamore- Remove large diameter deadwood over green area in 
decline monitor closely.  18 - Ash - To fell, in decline and located over residents’ cars.  9 - 
Ash - To fell, is dead.  6 - Crack Willow -Re-pollard back to previous pollard points, torn 
out limb up high.  G1 Ash -Laterally drawback by 1m the trees overhanging 1 leatherworks 
way.  T5, T6 - 2 x Ash -To fell as in decline, near houses - No comments 

• 2025/2954/TCA - 4 Convent Gardens, Great Billing - T1 Prunus - reduce crown to shape all 
round by approximately 1-2m – No comments 
  

The following determinations had been received from WNC: 
 

• 2024/5354/LBC - Knights Cottage, 10 Orchard Hill - Renew Thatch - "Short Straw" – 
Refused 

• 2025/0979/FULL - The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Little Billing - Change of use from 
Children’s Nursery and dwellinghouse to Children’s Nursery (Class E(f)). Replacement of a 
window with a door, installation of a glazed guard on the stairs, and other internal 
alterations – Refused 

• 2025/0980/LBC - The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Little Billing - Listed building consent for 
change of use from Children’s Nursery and dwellinghouse to Children’s Nursery (Class 
E(f)). Replacement of a window with a door, installation of a glazed guard on the stairs, 
and other internal alterations -24/07/2025 – Refused 
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Planning (continued) 

• 2025/1264/FULL - 18 Ham Meadow Drive, Ecton brook - Demolition of existing 
conservatory and construction of single-storey rear extension - Approved 

• 2025/1920/TPO - 32 Valentine Way, Great Billing - T5 Lime: Reduce lower part of crown 
growing towards house (no. 32) and over neighbour’s garden to East, back in line with 
rest of crown (approx. 1-1.5m). Crown lift where necessary to match height of lowest 
branches to West aspect. Thin crown by approximately 15-20%. – Approved 

• 2025/2340/TCA - 20 Elwes Way, Great Billing - Significant reduction of two intertwined 
conifers – Approved  

• 2025/2626/TPO - 6A Chantry Close, Great Billing - T1 Oak - Crown reduce by 
approximately 3.5-4.0 metres laterally and in height to balance, pruning to suitable 
growth points to retain the flowing lines of the canopy. Asymmetric unbalanced canopy 
with excessive growth extension on two aspects. T4 Lime - Re-pollard to previous pollard 
points (due to large cavity in upper crown). T8 Lime - Pollard, removing all upper branch 
growth, back to viable growth points at a height of approximately 6.0-7.0 metres – 
Approved 

 
Finance 
RESOLVED that the following list of payments from 1st July to 31st August 2025 be APPROVED:  
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

D F PHIPPS Mowing, Strimming & Spraying June OSA1906SS9&10 2259.60 

BACA WORKWEAR & 
SAFETY  Cable protector & bin bags 

LGA1972S111 154.68 

CLOUDY GROUP LTD Microsoft 365 & support July LGA1972S111 185.40 

Barclaycard Barclaycard payment LGA1972S111 2.25 

BELL FENCING SERVICES Supply & install fence - The Leys OSA1906SS9&10 1300.00 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection June LGA1972S133 112.61 

SOUTH NORTHANTS  First Aid cover -Billing Fayre PHA1936S234 216.00 

BACA WORKWEAR & 
SAFETY  Hot water sign & shovel 

LGA1972S111 39.25 

YU ENERGY Lt Billing Street Lights June PCA1957S3 24.57 

YU ENERGY Gt Billing Street Lights June PCA1957S3 385.28 

CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband July TA1984S97 49.80 

PPL PRS LMITED Music licence & royalties LGA1972S111 321.80 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion cleaning July LGA1972S133 359.74 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salary & payroll Service July LGA1972S112 5494.60 

O2 GSM/Clerk Mobile June TA1984S97 64.32 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 16/6 - 15/7 LGA1972S133 93.50 

SEMILONG COMMUNITY  Grant payment for BCH LGA1972S137 2500.00 

NATWEST BANK Bank Charges for June LGA1972S111 12.95 

NEST Clerk / GSM pension July LGA1972S112 553.74 

CLOUDY GROUP LTD Microsoft 365 & support August LGA1972S111 185.40 

BELL FENCING SERVICES To supply & install gatepost GBPP OSA1906SS9&10 230.00 

Barclaycard Barclaycard payment LGA1972S111 590.80 

D F PHIPPS Mowing/strimming July OSA1906SS9&10 2719.20 

D F PHIPPS Cut back & disposal of lillies OSA1906SS9&10 175.20 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection July LGA1972S133 213.62 

BACA WORKWEAR & 
SAFETY  Mop handle, gloves, coverall 

LGA1972S111 33.90 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the following list of payments from 1st July to 31st August 2025 be APPROVED:  
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power 
Amount 
Paid 

PARISH ONLINE - GEOXPHERE 
LTD Asset mapping annual subs 

LGA1972S111 336.00 

YU ENERGY Lt Billing Street Lights July PCA1957S3 25.56 

YU ENERGY Gt Billing Street Lights July PCA1957S3 397.14 

PFK LITTLE JOHN LLP External Audit for 2024/25 LGA1972S111 756.00 

BILLING UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB Grant for goals LGA1972S137 1550.94 

INTERLYNX SECURITY LTD Annual CCTV Maintenance LG&RA1997S31 225.83 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salary & payroll Service Aug LGA1972S112 5369.10 

O2 INPUT ERROR CREDIT £0.36 TA1984S97 64.32 

CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband August TA1984S97 49.80 

ANGLIAN WATER BUSINESS  Pavilion Water 10/05-09/8 LGA1972S133 112.77 

LONSDALE DIRECT SOLUTIONS Artwork & printing newsletter LGA1972S142 567.00 

LOCAL LEAFLET DROP LIMITED Newsletter Delivery LGA1972S142 351.00 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 15/7 - 14/8 LGA1972S133 103.83 

NEST Clerk / GSM pension August LGA1972S112 530.35 

NATWEST BANK Bank charges July LGA1972S111 12.84 

 
RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31st 
August 2025 be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that July and August 2025 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and 
CCLA account be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr. Gardner. The account balances as of 31st 
August 2025 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £6,989.61 

                         Reserve Account                           £60,111.31 
                         Investment Account                     £361,586.26 

 
RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of 
Delegation in July and August APPROVED: 

  
 
RESOLVED that the Annual External Audit Report be approved and noted no actions required.  
 
RESOLVED that Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been displayed and inspection rights may be 
exercised.  
 
RESOLVED that the Internal Control Report and comments for Quarter 1 2025/2026 be APPROVED.  
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Finance (continued) 
RATIFIED that the previously approved payment of £230.00 (no vat as not vat registered) to Bell 
Fencing Services to supply and install 7x7 gate post and refit gate at Great Billing Pocket Park be 
APPROVED retrospectively. 
 
RATIFIED that the previously approved payment of £1038.00 plus VAT to D F Phipps to VAT to 
clear (including disposal), prepare and reseed the wildflower areas on the Leys (both the large 
area by the church the section between The Leys and the Orchard) be APPROVED retrospectively. 
 
RATIFIED that the previously approved payment of £529.00 plus VAT to D F Phipps to clear 
(including disposal), prepare and reseed the wildflower areas on Bellinge Field be APPROVED 
retrospectively. 
 
RATIFIED that the previously approved payment of £1259.00 plus VAT to D F Phipps to remove 
eleven old plinths, supply and install new and reinstate original plaques on The Leys be APPROVED 
retrospectively.  Cost to be taken from Ear Marked Reserves. 
 
RATIFIED that the previously approved grant payment of £2500.00 to Semilong Community 
Exchange to step in and take over providing services to residents including hot meals and 
children’s activities on Thursdays at Bellinge Community House until mid-September be 
APPROVED retrospectively. 
 
A discussion was held on redirecting the annual grant, previously given to Bellinge Community 
House Charity, to Semilong Community Exchange to continue delivering vital services from 
Bellinge Community House.  It was noted that while several stakeholders—including numerous 
WNC departments, Community Spaces Northampton, WNC Cllr Hays, Bellinge Residents Group 
and Semilong Community Exchange—are involved, there is currently little coordination and 
limited awareness of each other's activities.  To address this, it was agreed for the clerk to ask 
Vicki Rockall at WNC If she could arrange a meeting with all parties to discuss the future of 
Bellinge Community House.  Jo Morris of Semilong Community Exchange has confirmed by email 
that they can operate for another six weeks, and the matter will be revisited at the next meeting 
following the stakeholder discussion. 
 
RESOLVED that a further donation of £500.00 be made to the Royal British Legion in addition to 
the purchase of lamp post poppies and wreaths be APPROVED.  Clerk to arrange. 
 
RESOLVED that the payment of £323.20 plus vat to BCW Office Products Ltd to supply two 
600x450 street signs, poles and brackets for Station Close be APPROVED.  Clerk to make order and 
advise Cllr. Hays.   
 
RESOLVED that the payment of £1649.83 plus vat to Sparkx to complete electrical and GN22 
structural inspection to all Parish streetlights be APPROVED.  Clerk to arrange start date.    
 
It was RESOLVED that the additional 5.5 hours of overtime in August (more than pre-approved 10 
hours) for the clerk be APPROVED.  Clerk to advised Small Business Payroll.  
 
RESOLVED that the payment of £440.00 plus vat to Michael Blackwell to complete the flailing on 
Bellinge Field and They Leys be APPROVED.  GSM to contact and arrange start date. 
 
The quotation for £1200.00 plus vat from Parish and Shires to excavate a 32-meter trench, line 
with Terram, and backfill with 20mm washed gravel on Bellinge Field to prevent flooding by the 
commemoration trees was reviewed and discussed in detail. Members considered the scope of 
work, the proposed cost, and the potential impact on the site.   
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Finance (continued) 
It was agreed that a second opinion should be sought before proceeding with approval of the 
quotation. This will ensure best value and confirm the suitability of the proposed solution.    
 
Other Matters 
IT and Email Policy  
To comply with AGS Assertion 10, the new IT and Email policy was reviewed and APPROVED.  Clerk 
to add onto the parish website. 
 
Location Change for Octobers Parish Council Meeting 
It was RESOLVED that the next meeting shall be held at Jungle at Bips, Ecton Brook, subject to 
venue availability. The Clerk will contact Bipin to confirm. Should the venue be unavailable, the 
meeting will remain scheduled at the Bernard Weston Pavilion. 
 
Bellinge Noticeboard 
Following the Clerk’s attendance at a coffee morning held at Bellinge Community House, it was 
noted that several long-term residents were unaware of the current location of the parish 
noticeboard. They suggested that to improve visibility and engagement that it should be relocated 
to either bus stops on Fieldmill Road or on the wall of the Co-op store.  It was RESOLVED that the 
Clerk will make enquiries with West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) to determine the feasibility 
of relocating the noticeboard to one of the suggested locations. 
 
NCALC Conference 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Gardner and either Cllr. Chaggar or the clerk will attend.  The 
clerk will book their places with NCALC. 
 
Lighting on the Pavilion Driveway 
The Council considered a request from the Little Billing Women’s Institute to install extra lighting 
along the driveway leading to the Bernard Weston Pavilion. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will 
liaise with Sparkx and Cllr. Young to explore the feasibility of installing additional lighting in this 
area. An update will be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Laying of the Wreaths on Remembrance Sunday 
Held over. 
 
Budget Meeting 
It was agreed that the Finance Working Group will meet on 13th October at 7.00pm to begin 
discussions on the 2026/2027 budget. The Clerk will circulate a meeting invite and any relevant 
documents in advance. 
 
Lake at Cottage Garden 
Several residents from Cottage Gardens attended the meeting to raise concerns about the 
persistently low water levels in their shared lake which is one of series that starts in Standing 
Stones. These lakes are interconnected and historically received water from multiple sources: a 
stream running through Lings Wood, a drainage outlet from Rectory Farm, and a pipe believed to 
connect to the drainage ditch alongside The Leys.  The weir, located on the lake at Standing 
Stones, previously allowed water to pass over into the downstream lakes but is no longer 
functioning as it once did. Pipes feeding into the lakes, including those beneath Standing Stones, 
may be blocked or redirected. It was also suggested that nearby housing developments may have 
altered the natural water flow, contributing to the issue, alongside broader climate-related 
factors.  Cllr. Marlow advised that this issue had previously been raised by a resident of Standing 
Stones, who contacted the Environment Agency, the Wildlife Trust, Anglian Water, and West 
Northamptonshire Council (WNC). However, no solution was found at the time, apart from a  
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Other Matters (continued) 
proposal to divert a drain through privately owned area of land — a solution estimated to cost in 
the region of £20,000 to the resident. 
It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Marlow will speak with Cllr.Rockall regarding the contact details for 
landowner and visit the site to view the pipework which could relate to the Leys drainage ditch.  
WNC Cllr. Deakes acknowledged the importance of bringing together the right stakeholders to 
investigate and resolve the issue and will, once all the documents have been received from the 
residents, will liaise with relevant agencies at WNC.    
 
Linear Park 
Held over in Cllr. Wards absence. 
 
Parish Car Boot Sale 
The Council reviewed a resident’s suggestion to hold a car boot sale at Great Billing Pocket Park. 
Concerns were raised about parking within the village and ground protection.  It was noted that the 
pitches within the park are used throughout the year for football and cricket, and such an event 
could cause damage to the grounds.  Due to this the proposal was declined due to the risk of damage 
to the sports pitches.  The Clerk will inform the resident and thank them for their suggestion. 
 
Great Billing Methodist Church bulb funding proposal 
It was RESOLVED that the parish would accept the bulbs funded by Great Billing Methodist Church 
as part of the Eco Church project, which are to be planted within the small copse of trees on 
Bellinge Field which has recently been cleared.  It was also suggested that they could have a 
plaque installed if they wished.  The clerk will inform Margaret Littlecott.       
 
WNC Consultation on the draft Local Validation List 
It was RESOLVED that all comments should be sent to the clerk to respond. 
 
Updates  
Clerk update 
The Clerk reported: 

• She has attended the following meetings: - Good Neighbour coffee morning, Larger Parish 
Clerk Forum, Bellinge Community House with Semilong Exchange, Billing Parish Council 
Coffee Morning and History of Billing Parish.    

• Chasing new defibrillator pads for both Little Billing, Great Billing & Ecton Brook. 

• Walk round with Highways in Great Billing 

• Walk round in Bellinge and Ecton Brook organised by Cllr. Hays with NPH, and Street 
Cleansing Team. 

• Reported numerous issues to WNC (Highways, Street Cleansing, Flytipping, Graffiti, 
Untaxed Vehicles & Trees) 

• Listing and logging assets on Parish Online (Asset Mapping software) 

• Written all articles for parish Council magazine which has now been delivered across the 
parish.  

• Updated risk assessments. 

• Responded to Social Housing & House of Multiple Occupancy consultations. 
 
 

Sporting Update  
The Clerk reported:  

• There are only two 2 cricket sessions left of the 2025 Season. 

• Billing United Football Club have started the new season.   
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Updates (continued) 

• Issues with parking have been highlighted by Pavilion users on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings.  This has been reported to Jamie Clark to address. 

• The 5-meter goals purchased by Billing United, do not fit in the agreed space.  The 
agreement was that they could store them here if they fit in this area which they took 
measurements of.  Has been left with Jamie Clark and Sam Pearce to come up with a 
solution.    

 
Dog fouling at Carpenter Close 
The clerk advised that Cllr. Hays unbeknown to her had also been working on this with WNC so it 
was agreed that Cllr. Hays would take the lead.  The GSM advised that he had noticed that some 
mesh had been installed which was preventing people throwing it behind the wall, but bags were 
found in the greenery.  The clerk will advise Cllr. Hays of this.     
 
Great Billing Playground and Kickball Area. 
A working party held a meeting with Fawns regarding the refurbishment of the play area. Fawns 
provided a guide price of £54,259.10 for a playground designed for ages 1–8. This includes the 
supply and installation of: 

• Young explorer climbing frame with slide 
• One bird’s nest swing 
• Two cradle swings 
• Two flat swings 
• Scramble net log climber 
• Trapeze swing 
• One tree seat 
• Three benches (excluding the tree bench; fourth straight bench to be wood) 
• Associated play area surfacing in wood 

 
Additionally, Fawns provided a guide price of £37,644.75 for the kickball area, which includes: 

• Two mini goals, each with a basketball hoop 
• Sports grass surfacing 

 
Following the presentation of quotes, and due to the costs involved and the current budget, Cllr 
Gardner suggested that the Council move forward with one area. The Clerk suggested the kickball 
area due to its poor current condition. However, after much discussion, it was RESOLVED that due 
to cost considerations, the Council would proceed with the playground project only.  The GSM 
queried whether, if the kickball area was not to be refurbished, he should remove the damaged 
astro surface, cover the area with topsoil, and reseed. This suggestion was declined at this stage. 
  
As the refurbishment is due to exceed £30,000, it must go out to tender in accordance with 
legislative requirements. Councillors reviewed the details in the report provided by Fawns and 
agreed that the tender specification should be based on the playground designed for ages 1–8, with 
all equipment to be made from wood. All items listed in the proposal are to be included except the 
tree seat, which is to be replaced with a fourth straight bench, as the GSM advised there may not 
be sufficient space for someone to sit due to its proximity to the security fence.  The Clerk will 
prepare the tender specification accordingly and compile a list of potential invitees, both will be 
brought to the next meeting for approval. 
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Leisure & Recreation  
GSM Update 
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported: 

• On going mowing, stimming and hedge cutting. 

• Removal of two WNC trees that had fallen across paths in the Little Billing Ward. 

• He has noticed an increase in dog fouling.  He will continue to monitor this and see if he can 
narrow down a timeframe that this is occurring.  

 
Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
None received  
 
Ecton Brook Residents Group 
In Lena Wardle’s absence, the Clerk shared a report on behalf of the Ecton Brook Residents Group. 
A Macmillan Coffee Morning will be held on 26th September at Jungle at Bips, with support from 
Tesco and other local stores. The event will include a raffle, refreshments, and home-baked goods, 
with all proceeds going to Macmillan in memory of Sally Jordan, former Chair of the group, who 
sadly passed away earlier this year. 
 
Bellinge Residents Group 
None received 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Cllr. Brede reported that he attended Keir event regarding highways where he brought up several 
issues. 
 
Exclusion of the press and public – due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted the press and public were excluded from the next items on the agenda: 
 
RESOLVED that revisions be implemented to the hire costs applicable to specific businesses from 
2026. 
 
Staff Matters 
The Council considered a proposal to increase the Clerk’s contracted hours due to a sustained rise 
in workload since August 2022.  It was RESOLVED that The Clerk’s contracted hours will increase 
to 24 hours per week from October 2025, with a working pattern of Monday to Thursday, 8:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM. This formalises additional hours already being worked and supports the effective 
running of the Council. 
 
RESOLVED a pay increase be awarded (backdated to 1st April 2025) to Parish Council employee 
based on the agreed NJC pay scale be APPROVED.   Clerk to advise Small Business Payroll. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.36pm.  
The next meeting will be the held at 7.30 pm on Monday 13th October 2025 at Jungle at Bips or 
Bernard Weston Pavilion, Gt. Billing if no availability. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


