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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 14th JULY 2025 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. Mr. J. Marlow (Chair of Billing Parish Council) 
Cllrs. Mr D. Brede, Mr. F. Brett, Rev. Richard Burbidge, Mrs. G Chaggar, Mr. R. Chamberlin, 
Mr. G. Gardner, Mr. B. Patel, Mr S. Rockall & Mr. S. Ward  

 
Also Present:    Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr. S. Hays (WNC Councillor) 
Steve Hoadley (PCSO Northants Police) 
Laura Nowell (PCSO Northants Police) 
One Parishioners  
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Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) and Cllr. Mr. M. Deakes 
(WNC).  
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th June 2025 (Folio Nos. 025/2025 to 
030/2025) were approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
Cllr. Gardner has nonpecuniary interest in item 085 a 2025/2340/TCA - 20 Elwes Way, Great Billing 
- Significant reduction of two intertwined Conifers - No comments or objections 
 
To receive requests for dispensation 
None received 
 
Public Forum 
A resident of Carpenter Close wished to speak.  See item 087m. 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
PCSO’s Nowell and Hoadley reported the following: 

• Residents in urban areas of Northampton are being encouraged to get involved in Street 
Watch Scheme.  This enables local people to take an active role in keeping their 
community safe by patrolling their neighbourhood as part of an organised scheme, 
identifying potential issues, and engaging with residents encouraging them to report 
things like antisocial behaviour, vandalism, and suspicious behaviour to the police.  More 
details will be sent to the clerk. 

• Community Spaces Northampton have now permanently closed Bellinge Community 
House on Thursday due to a lack of funds.  PCSO Nowell has advised that the service is 
being missed by the regular users and would be grateful if the Parish Council could help in 
anyway.  Cllr. Hays advised that this is something he and Cllr. Deakes are looking into. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BILLING PARISH COUNCIL 

Established 1894 
 

Serving Bellinge, Ecton Brook, Great Billing and Little Billing 
 

 



 

 

                    032/2025 

Item 
no 

 Action 

084 
b 

 
 
 
 
 

085 
a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

086 
a 

 
 

Reports from Outside Agencies (continued) 
Cllr. Hays (WNC) reported the following: 
Himself and Cllrs. Deakes met with the FixMyStreet team at West Northamptonshire Council 
(WNC), where they were shown the process followed when a report is received, including how it 
is logged, assessed, and actioned. A second visit is planned to review specific parish open and 
closed cases. 
 
Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 2025/1857/TCA - 8 Church Walk, Great Billing - Works to 3 x Yew Trees, 1 Silver Birch & 1 
Walnut – No comments or objections 

• 2025/2340/TCA - 20 Elwes Way, Great Billing - Significant reduction of two intertwined 
Conifers - No comments or objections 

• 2025/2626/TPO - 6A Chantry Close, Great Billing - T1 Oak - Crown reduce by 
approximately 3.5-4.0 metres laterally and in height to balance, pruning to suitable 
growth points to retain the flowing lines of the canopy. Asymmetric unbalanced canopy 
with excessive growth extension on two aspects.  T4 Lime - Re-pollard to previous pollard 
points (due to large cavity in upper crown). T8 Lime - Pollard, removing all upper branch 
growth, back to viable growth points at a height of approximately 6.0-7.0 metres - No 
comments or objections 
 

The following determinations had been received from WNC: 
 

• 2025/1851/TPO - 1 Kensington Gate, Penfold Drive, Great Billing - Two branches of tree 

overhanging the house roof require trimming back as debris from tree is falling on roof 

and causing blocked drains and squirrels gaining access to roof and attic space from 

overhang – Approved 

• 2025/1860/TPO - 1 Kensington Gate Penfold Drive - Norway Spruce examined by Cams 

Tree Care (Tree Surgeon) stated there is a lot of die back from the crown with lots of dead 

wood and the branches are yellowish and brown in colour. Tree is dying and 

recommended to apply for council permission to remove – Approved 

• 2025/2057/FULL - 21 Standing Stones - Detached 2 Bed annex building to rear garden – 

Approved with condition - The annexe hereby permitted shall be occupied for residential 

purposes only and only by dependants of and ancillary to 21 Standing Stones, 

Northampton, NN3 9HA and shall at no time form a separate planning unit. 

 
Finance  
RESOLVED that the following list of payments from 1st June to 30th June 2025 be APPROVED:  
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

Barclaycard Barclaycard Payment 
LGA1972S111 

323.33 

D F PHIPPS Mowing/strimming May 
OSA1906SS9&10 & 
HA1980SS43&50 3,720.80 

D F PHIPPS Mowing/strimming May missing item 
OSA1906SS9&10 & 
HA1980SS43&50 29.20 

CLOUDY GROUP LTD Microsoft 365 & support June LGA1972S111 185.40 

YU ENERGY Lt Billing Street Lights May PCA1957S3 24.93 

YU ENERGY Gt Billing Street Lights May PCA1957S3 432.16 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection May LGA1972S133 118.12 

BACA WORKWEAR & SAFETY  Cable ties, litter picker LGA1972S111 95.47 

WINDOWFLOWERS LTD 32 X flower baskets HA1980S96 5,952.00 

CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband June TA1984S97 50.46 

O2 GSM/Clerk Mobile May TA1984S97 64.32 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the following list of payments from 1st June to 30th June 2025 be APPROVED:  
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid 

CCLA PSDF Account CCLA PSDF Transfer 1 N/A 50,000.00 

CCLA PSDF Account CCLA PSDF Transfer 2 N/A 50,000.00 

ESPO Hand Towels / Toilet Tissue LGA1972S133 197.58 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salary & payroll Service June LGA1972S112 5,434.59 

FORDE & McHUGH LIMITED Investigate/repair 4 lights HA1980S301 516.00 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion electric 15/5 - 16/6 LGA1972S133 141.10 

NEST Clerk / GSM pension June LGA1972S112 546.17 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion cleaning June LGA1972S133 359.74 

THE CONUNDRUMS Band for Billing Fayre 2025 LGA1972S145(1)(A) 400.00 

NATWEST BANK  Bank Charges May LGA1972S111 8.40 

 
RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 30st June 
2025 be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that June 2025 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and CCLA account 
be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr. Brett. The account balances as of 30th June 2025 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £6297.72 

                         Reserve Account                           £78,982.02 
                         Investment Account                     £359,311.21 

 
RESOLVED that the following works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of 
Delegation in June be APPROVED: 

  
RESOLVED that the grant request from Billing United Football Club for new goals which are to be 
used at Great Billing Sports Field be APPROVED up to £1984.93.   The clerk will discuss current cost 
with Jamie Clark, Chairman of Billing United and then make arrangement of the transfer. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the additional 8.5 hours of overtime in June (in excess of pre-approved 10 
hours) for the clerk be APPROVED.  Clerk to advised Small Business Payroll.  
 
Other Matters 
Parish Flower Baskets 
The Council reviewed the summer 2025 hanging baskets. Residents commented positively on 
their strong aesthetic appeal and how they helped create a sense of pride within the community.  
As a result, it was APPROVED that the initiative be repeated in summer 2026.  The clerk will 
investigate about possible business sponsorship. 
  
Double Yellow Lines at Station Close, Great Billing 
The Council considered Cllr. Hays’ (WNC) proposal to install double yellow lines at the entrance to 
Station Close to improve access during school pick-up and drop-off times.  Cllr. Marlow reported, 
after two site visits, that congestion lasts only about 6 minutes on the three days per week when 
the school operates.  Concerns were raised regarding enforcement challenges due to the required 
five-minute grace period and the negative impact it could have on residents’ visitors being able to  
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Other Matters (continued) 
park.  After much discussion it was RESOLVED that the Council will not support Cllr. Hays proposal 
for the double yellow lines at this time, however, will fund appropriate signage.  Cllr. Hays to send 
details to the clerk.    
 
Climate & Nature Champion  
No one volunteered to be appointed Climate & Nature Champion, therefore this will default to 
the clerk.  Clerk to advise Danny Moody at Northants CALC.  
 
Funding Police Community Support Officer to return to motorcycle duties. 
Cllr. Rockall had been approached by Northampton Town Councillor Cllr. Taylor Cowley-Coulton 
regarding the possibility of the Council funding equipment for PCSO Harrison to start motorcycle 
duties, aimed at addressing illegal motorbike riding in the parish and the wider area.  PCSO 
Harrison advised that this proposal has not been approved by Northamptonshire Police, so it was 
RESOLVED that no further action would be taken.  
 
Ownership of the pump, trough, and noticeboard, Great Billing Village.  
The clerk advised she has found a minute reference from the meeting held on 12th November 
1973 which states that a letter dated 20th August 1973 received from Mid Northants Water Board 
was read out, agreeing to transfer ownership of the well, pump, and trough.  Browne & Wells 
Solicitors were instructed to complete the transfer.  The clerk has not found reference to 
ownership of the noticeboard however minutes predating that of 1973 make reference that this 
was being maintained by the Parish Council.   It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will send a copy of 
these minutes to Simon Escreet at Land & Property Registration to support the registration 
process.       
 
Councillor Development Framework Training 
Cllr. Chamberlin has expressed an interest to undertake Councillor Development Training at cost of 
£134.00 plus vat.  The Clerk will send the details to Marie Rielly at NCALC.        
 
Coffee morning  
It was RESOLVED that the next coffee morning shall take place on Thursday 4th September. 10am – 
12pm.  The clerk will get this advertised.   
  
Linear Park 
Concerns were raised by Cllr. Ward to the former Northampton Borough Council and West 
Northamptonshire Council regarding the ongoing lack of regular maintenance at Linear Park, and 
minimal reactive work—such as clearing fallen trees for many years. This neglect undermines the 
park’s value as a community green space for residents of Ecton Brook and the wider areas.   West 
Northamptonshire Council’s recent Parks Development Strategy consultation focused solely on 
larger town centre parks, excluding smaller spaces like Linear Park.  
Cllr. Hayes advised that he arrange a walk round with Cllr. Ward, raise the issue with West 
Northamptonshire Council and advocate for improved maintenance and oversight of Linear Park. 
 
Great Billing Playground  
It was RESOLVED that a small working part made up of Cllrs. Gardner, Rockall, Marlow and Paul 
Marks, Green Space Manager would investigate refurbishment and report back to full council.   
 
Kickball area on Great Billing Pocket Park. 
It was RESOLVED that a small working part made up of Cllrs. Gardner, Rockall, Marlow and Paul 
Marks, Green Space Manager would investigate refurbishment and report back to full council.   
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Other Matters (continued) 
Carpenter Close   
A resident of Carpenter Close attended the meeting to report that bags of dog waste are being 
thrown from High Street, Great Billing into the space between their boundary fence and the 
retaining wall. The Council acknowledged the seriousness of the issue and discussed possible 
actions.  It was RESOLVED that in the first instance the Clerk will contact the West Northamptonshire 
Council (WNC) Environment Team to enquire whether Kingdom Services have any CCTV cameras 
that can be installed in the area that could assist in identifying those responsible. 
 
Section 106 Money  
Cllr. Deakes emailed the clerk to advise that there is some unused Section 106 money that might be 
available for Parish Council use. The Clerk confirmed that £13,957.64 is available under the "Play 
Equipment Contribution" for Ecton Brook Playing Fields (planning ref: 2015/1249), as per the 
Section 106 agreement dated 28th October 2016.  Clause S3-P4 states the contribution—
originally £60,000 plus indexation—is allocated for play equipment at Ecton Brook Recreation 
Ground, which is owned by West Northamptonshire Council (WNC). The Clerk contacted WNC’s 
Section 106 team and asked who within the Council would be responsible for considering 
improvements to the play area and is awaiting a response.  Once received it was RESOLVED that the 
clerk write requesting that the available funds be used to enhance the play area at Ecton Brook 
Playing Field. 
 
WNC Consultation on How People are Involved in Local Planning 
It was RESOLVED that all comments should be sent to the clerk to respond. 
 
 
Updates  
Clerk update 
The Clerk reported: 

• She has attended the following meetings: - Larger Parish Council Meeting, Good Neighbour 
meeting with WNC, Post webinar with Rialtas and NCALC Larger Council Meeting.    

• Still no update from WNC regarding the repair of the hole on Little Billing Village Green, 
installation of a dog waste bin in or around the area of Little Billing Village Green or the 
overhanging trees on Orchard Hill by the alleyway. 

• Reported numerous issues to WNC (Highways & Trees)  

• Completed website policy updates 

• Ordered new defibrillator pads for Bellinge following their use. 

• Sent off both NatWest and CCLA signatory paperwork 

• Completed the bank transfer from NatWest to CCLA 

• Complaint sent to WNC regarding the standard of maintenance throughout the parish 

• Queries sent to WNC regarding Section 106 money, polling stations, footpath ownership  

• Billing Fayre preparations 
 

Sporting Update  
No update 
 
Leisure & Recreation  
GSM Update 
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported: 

• On going mowing, stimming and hedge cutting. 

• Fence repaired between The Leys and Cherry Blossom Close  

• Billing Fayre was a success 
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Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
In Michael Claspers, Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer Groups, absence the clerk advised they had 
forwarded the following report:  
Two successful volunteering sessions took place at Little Billing Pocket Park: 

• Saturday, 28th June: Four volunteers attended and carried out mowing of the picnic area, 

strimming of path edges, and litter collection across the site. 

• Saturday, 12th July: Four volunteers again took part, cutting the grass in the picnic area, 

strimming path edges, cutting back overgrowth from footpaths, and removing litter and 

fly-tipped rubbish 

Ecton Brook Residents Group 
No report but, the clerk is now in contact with the Interim Chair of Ecton Brook Residents Group 
and a member of the committee who has taken over the admin for the Facebook page.    
 
Bellinge Residents Group 
None received 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Cllr. Brede reported: 

• Illegal parking continues along Little Billing Way and the Wellingborough Road.   

• The Alleyway off Vokes Close, Little Billing was successfully cleared by WNC within four 
weeks of being reported. 

 
Rev. Richard Burbidge reported: 
Pimm’s and hymns will take place at St Andrews Church on 3rd August at 4pm.  He will send details 
to the clerk to upload to Facebook.  
 
Cllr. Chamberlin reported: 
Domestic abuse posters sent to the Green Space Manger had not been placed in all parish 
noticeboards.  The GSM will look into. 
 
He also asked for an update on the planning consultation session attended by the Clerk. She 
reported viewing plans for modular, relocatable housing units proposed for the old Ling School car 
park off Birds Hill Walk, intended for those with priority housing needs (families, vulnerable people 
who have found themselves homeless). The Clerk raised concerns with WNC about local service 
capacity, including access to doctors, dentists, and schools. 
 
Cllr. Gardner reported: 
That Leys looked wonderful and wanted to pass on his thanks to DF Phipps. 
 
Cllr. Ward wanted to report to the PCSOs the increase in illegal motorbikes driving through Ecton 
Brook and onto Bellinge.  PCSO Harrison asked him to keep reporting this through operation Wave 
or anonymously through CrimeStoppers so that a picture can be built.     
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.26pm.  
The next meeting will be the held at 7.30 pm on Monday 8th September 2025 at Bernard Weston 
Pavilion, Gt. Billing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


