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BILLING PARISH COUNCIL

Established 1894

Serving Bellinge, Ecton Brook, Great Billing and Little Billing

90 NoN FORTUNA

PRESENT Cllr. Mr J. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council)
Clirs. Mr. F. Brett, Mrs. G Chaggar, Mr. R. Chamberlin, Mr. G. Gardner, Mr B. Patel, Mr S.
Rockall.

Also Present: Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council)

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 19" MAY 2025
AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager)

Mr. M. Deakes (WNC Councillor)

Mr. S. Hays (WNC Ward Councillor)

Mr. D Lang (Highways Warden) (late arrival)
No Parishioners

None received

Item Action
no

040 | Election of Chairperson
John Marlow was elected to the office of Chairman and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance
of Office.

041 | Election of the Vice Chairperson
Steve Rockall was elected to the office of Vice Chairman and duly signed the Declaration of
Acceptance of Office.

042 | Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Clirs. Mr D. Brede, Rev. R. Burbidge and Mr. S. Ward.
Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) due to his late arrival.

043 | To Receive Councillors Declarations of Office
All elected Councillors in attendance signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. All outstanding | Clerk
Declarations of Office need to be received by 28" May. Clerk to inform absent councillors.

044 | Co-option of Councillors
No nominees in attendance.

045 | Minutes
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10" March 2025 (Folio Nos. 011/2025
016/2025) were approved and signed as true records.

046 | To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct
None Received

047 | To receive requests for dispensation
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Iltem Action
no

048 | Northants CALC DPO Service was appointed as the Council’s Data Protection Officer for the year
ending 31°* March 2026.

049 | Councillors Brett and Gardner were appointed Internal Controls Councillors for the year ending
31 March 2026.

050 | RESOLVED to appoint Northants CALC Internal Audit Service to provide the Internal Audit Service
for year ending 31% March 2026. They are independent, with no role in the financial procedures /
decision-making or management controls of the council therefore will be objective and impartial.
The auditor’s competence based on NCALC's vetting process was confirmed at appointment, and a
letter of engagement was agreed back in 2023, setting out the audit scope and responsibilities.

051 | PFK Littlejohn were appointed as the External Auditors for the year ending 31 March 2026.

052 | Councillor Chamberlin was appointed Police Liaison Representative. Clerk to advise Sophie Clerk
Harding at Northants CALC.

053 | Terms of reference was APPROVED for the below working groups and members appointed:

a) Finance Working Group — Cllrs. Chamberlin, Patel, Rockall
b) HR Working Group — ClIrs. Brett, Chaggar, Marlow and Rockall

054 | Confirmation that Billing Parish Council are registered with the Information Commissioners Office
(ICO) for the year ending 31 March 2026.

055 | Resolved that Billing Parish Council meets the conditions of eligibility to exercise the power of the
General Power of Competence (“GPC”) and agree to use GPC.

056 | Policies and Riskmassessments

The clerk advised that she had made a slight amendment to the Standing Orders (item 3c to read
“The minimum three clear days’ public notice of a meeting does not include the day on which the
notice was issued or the day of the meeting”) and Financial Control & Internal Audit Policy
(removed the line advising that a signatory can complete the audit). It was RESOLVED that
following the amendments that the following council policies and risk assessments would be
APPROVED:

Standing Orders

Health & Safety

Model Publication Scheme

Financial Regulations

Tree Risk Management

Data Protection

Governance Risk Assessment

Reserves

Data Breach

Code of Conduct

Litter Picking

Grievance Complaints

Equality and Diversity

Lone Working

Complaints Procedure

Dignity at Work

Sickness & Absence

Social Media

Training Statement of Intent

Biodiversity

Records Retention

Expenses

Sexual & General Harassment

Volunteering

Asset Register & Disposal

Grant

Financial Control & Internal
Audit
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Item Action
no

057 | Public Forum
No one in attendance to speak.

058 | Reports from Outside Agencies
a | In his absence Damian Lang, Parish Highway Warden confirmed he had reported the following:

e Potholes - On roundabout at A4500/Great Billing Way, Wellingborough Road towards The
Academy other side of speed hump (previously reported), outside 9 Church Walk, entrance
to Wild Acre Drive, speed hump on Overmead Road and speed hump near Ashmead on
Fishpond Road.

e Damaged kerbs stones on The Academy roundabout and loose, damage and missing kerb
stones on Wellingborough Road.

e Bulbs out on pelican crossing near the Deer Leap Public House.

e Green traffic light out on pedestrian crossing by the Academy.

e Demolished road sign on Great Billing Way.

e  Graffiti in Great Billing bus shelter

b | Clirs. Silas Hays and Mark Deakes (WNC) introduced themselves and advised that they have
started picking up case work, which includes:
e Reports of drug dealing in Great Billing Layby — Details will be given to PCSO’s
o Area of WNC grass by the corner of Penfold Gardens is not being cut — WNC Partnership
Unit-Environmental Services will be informed.

059 | Planning
a | To consider the following planning applications:

e (CS_30679001 — Land at Manorfield Close, Little Billing — Proposed upgrade to existing
radio base station installation — Comments sent requesting that the equipment is
coloured to blend into the natural surroundings.

e 2025/0804/FULL - 9 Lady Winefrides Walk, Great Billing - Single storey front extension,
two storey rear extension, single storey first floor front and side extensions and rear
balcony — No comments

e 2025/0979/FULL - The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Little Billing - Change of use from
Children’s Nursery and dwellinghouse to Children’s Nursery (Class E(f)). Replacement of a
window with a door, installation of a glazed guard on the stairs, and other internal
alterations — Comments sent highlighting potential highways hazards and noise issues
that should be fully investigated.

e 2025/0980/LBC - The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Little Billing - Listed building consent for
change of use from Children’s Nursery and dwellinghouse to Children’s Nursery (Class
E(f)). Replacement of a window with a door, installation of a glazed guard on the stairs,
and other internal alterations - Comments sent highlighting potential highways hazards
and noise issues that should be fully investigated.

e 2025/1072/FULL - Mayleigh House, 1A Orchard Hill - Installation of solar panels to
existing roof — No comments

e 2025/1260/TPO - 44 High Street, Great Billing - Felling of 3x Sycamore trees — No
comments

e 2025/1264/FULL - 18 Ham Meadow Drive, Ecton Brook - Demolition of existing
conservatory and construction of single storey rear extension — No comments

e 2025/1748/FULL - 10 Pippin Lane, Little Billing - Single storey front extension and
conversion of garage into habitable room — No comments
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Item
no

Action

059

060

Planning (continued)
The following determinations had been received from WNC:
e 2025/0148/FULL - 8 Paddocks Way, Little Billing - First floor side extension — Withdrawn
e 2025/0411/TPO - Stone House, Great Billing Park - Crown Removal/Pollard to 1 x
Sycamore Tree TPO E [NCC 6] - G1 — Approved
e 2025/0447/FULL - Coppers, 22 Penfold Drive, Great Billing - Alterations to roof structure
of existing conservatory and introduction of new window to study. Wood burner to be
installed in conservatory — Approved
e 2025/0804/FULL - 9 Lady Winefrides Walk, Great Billing - Single storey front extension,
two storey rear extension, single storey first floor front and side extensions and rear
balcony — Approved
e 2025/1260/TPO - 44 High Street Great Billing - Felling of 3x Sycamore trees — Refused
e 2025/1271/PND - Ecton Brook House Care Home, Ecton Brook - Prior approval for
demolition of former care home — Approved

Finance
RESOLVED that the End of Year Accounts for the year ending 31°* March 2025 be Approved.

RESOLVED that the council’s asset, register for the year ending 31 March 2025 be Approved.

Internal Control Report for Quarter 4 (including matters for attention) for the year ending 31
March 2025 was received and APPROVED.

The report and recommendations (no recommendation was noted) from the Internal Auditor for
the year ending 31 March 2025 was received and APPROVED.

Effectiveness of System of Internal Control and Internal Audit completed by Clir. Rockall was
received and APPROVED. It was duly signed by Clir. Marlow.

RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31° March 2025 be
Approved. It was duly signed by Clir. Marlow.

RESOLVED that the Accounting Statements for the year ending 315 March 2025 be APPROVED. It
was duly signed by ClIr. Marlow.

The Explanation of Significant Variances for the year ending 31° March 2025 was received and
APPROVED.

The commencement date for the Period of the Exercise of Public Rights for the year ending 31*
March 2026 will be Tuesday 3 June 2025 ending on Monday 14 July 2025.

RESOLVED that the level of general reserves for year ending 31° March 2026 would be £97,667.50
(50% of the total precept for the year ending 315 March 2026).

RESOLVED the list of Regular Payments arising as a result of a continuing contract, statutory duty,
or obligation be APPROVED.

RESOLVED that the use of variable direct debits as per Financial Regulations be APPROVED.
RESOLVED that the use of BACs payments as per Financial Regulations be APPROVED.

RESOLVED that the use of Bankers Standing Orders as per Financial Regulations be APPROVED.




021/2025

Iltem Action
no
060 | Finance (continued)
o | RESOLVED that the following list of payments from 1 March 2025 to 30" April 2025 be
APPROVED
Payee Name Transaction Detail Power Amount Paid
LONSDALE DIRECT SOLUTIONS Printing Spring Newsletter LGA19725142 567.00
CLOUDY GROUP LTD Microsoft 365 & Support March LGA19725111 173.64
LOCAL LEAFLET DROP LIMITED Delivery of spring magazines LGA19725142 351.00
Barclaycard Barclaycard payment February LGA19725111 502.71
YU ENERGY Lt Billing Street Lights Feb PCA1957S3 24.65
YU ENERGY Gt Billing Street Lights Feb PCA1957S3 528.85
Pavilion Electric — additional charges up to LGA19725133
BRITISH GAS 17/2/2025 975.21
FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Feb LGA19725133 102.22
CLERK Agreed Clerk expenses 24/25 LGA19725112 105.18
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER ICO Membership (£5.00 discount given) GDPR/DPA2018 47.00
CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband April (Credit of £0.05) TA1984597 80.94
02 GSM/Clerk Mobile Feb TA1984597 59.85
ACORN (MK) NURSERIES LTD 1 new & 3 replacement trees OSA1906S59&10 684.00
KAMS TREE CARE LTD Additional tree work fee 0SA1906SS9&10 1530.00
SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL Salary & Payroll Service March LGA1972S112 5334.37
NATWEST BANK Bank charges February LGA19725111 9.94
NEST Clerk / GSM pension March LGA19725112 551.67
BRITISH GAS Pavilion Electric 17/2 - 17/3 LGA19725133 496.02
N J BARBER LTD Pavilion Cleaning March LGA19725133 328.08
SOUTH NORTHANTS replacement defib pads & battery PHA19365234 210.00
Barclaycard Barclaycard payment March LGA19725111 177.87
0SA1906559&10 &
D F PHIPPS Mowing, spraying, trees - Mar HA1980SS43&50 2440.80
RIALTAS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS YE 2025 ACCOUNT CLOSEDOWN LGA1972S111 2326.80
GARDEN MACHINES Chain sprocket & needle cage LGA19725111 26.10
NORTHANTS CALC Subscription & Audit 2025/26 LGA1972s143 3446.85
CLOUDY GROUP LTD Microsoft 365 & support Apr LGA19725111 173.64
BACA WORKWEAR & SAFETY GSM /VOLUNTEER TROUSERS & KEYS LGA19725112 230.98
YU ENERGY Lt Billing Street Lights Mar PCA1957S3 25.87
YU ENERGY Gt Billing Street Lights Mar PCA1957S3 512.59
FPWM LTD Pavilion Bin Collection Mar LGA19725133 96.67
BACA WORKWEAR & SAFETY 1 Box of clear bin bags LGA19725111 35.54
CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband April TA1984597 75.19
SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL Salary & Payroll Service April LGA19725112 5309.10
02 GSM/Clerk Mobile Mar TA1984597 59.85
BRITISH GAS Pavilion Electric 17/3 - 15/04 LGA19725133 206.28
Deposit Account Precept Transfer Bank Transfer Only 97667.5
N J BARBER LTD Pavilion Cleaning April LGA19725133 359.74
LGA1972S111
GARDEN MACHINES Worm for chainsaw 5.99
NEST Clerk / GSM pension April LGA19725112 530.35
LGA1972S111
NATWEST BANK Banking charges March 10.15
P | RESOLVED that the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 30" April
2025 be APPROVED.
g | RESOLVED that March and April 2025 bank reconciliation statements for the current, reserve and

CCLA account be APPROVED and were duly signed by Cllr. Brett. The account balances as at 30%"

April2025 were:

Current Account
Reserve Account
Investment Account

£6331.34
£213,654.92
£257,416.86
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060 | Finance (continued)
r | RESOLVED that the following works authorised under the scheme of delegation be APPROVED:
Approved Works Under the Scheme of Delegation
Contractor Works Reason Cost (inc. vat) Date gg;::d By Budget Codes
DF Phipps Plague installation Rpl & additional plagues requested | £ 213p0| 060372025 4325 fencing 310 They Leys
Replacement battery & pads for
South Northants High Street, Great Billing 4135 100
Responders defibrillator Battery cout of charge & pads expired | £ 21000] 13/03/2025 5137 Grants Administration
410 Gt Billing
DF Phipps Tree installation Memorial tree £ 478.20 19/03/2025 4320 Planting Pocketb park
DF Phipps Tree rpl Failed memaorial trees 1 3 120.00 19,/03/2025 4320 Planting | 300 Bellinge Fiald
4340 Cricket
To prepare the cricket pitch ready for Wicket 400
DF Phipps Chain Harrowing NEWw SBaS0n £ 175.20 03,/04,/2025 Maintenance Sports Field
4340
Bullimares Plant To prepare the cricket pl‘.(_h reany far Cricket Wicket 400
Hire {Northampton] Rollering NEWw SBaS0n £ 175.50 21,/04/2025 Maintenance Sports Field
4320 310
DF Phipps Tree replacement Failed memaorial trees £ 12000] 22/04/2025 Planting The Leys
s | RESOLVED that Clirs. Chaggar, Marlow, Patel and Rockall would become the signatories for Billing | Clerk
Parish Councils Bank and CCLA account. The clerk will complete the required documentation.
t | RESOLVED that the signatories agreed in item 060 s are permitted to authorise the investment on
behalf of Billing Parish Council be APPROVED.
u | RESOLVED the movement of £100,000.00 be placed into the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund. The | Clerk
clerk will arrange this.
v | RESOLVED that the grant request from Little Billing Pocket Park for £1000.00 be APPROVED. The | Clerk
clerk will arrange for the transfer.
w | Ratified that the additional tree work (full removal of a tree rather than just being pollard) and bat
survey, carried out in Little Billing Pocket Park at a cost of £800.00 plus VAT by Kams Tree Care had
been retrospectively APPROVED electronically.
x | Ratified that the new 36-month, telephone and broadband contact with Daisy Communications had
been retrospectively APPROVED electronically.
y | The Clerk advised that the quotes for the parish insurance still had not been finalised. It was | Clerk
RESOLVED that due to the renewal date (1% June) being prior to the next meeting that the Clerk will
send the report to the councillors for consideration once the quotations have been received.
z | RESOLVED that the quotation provided by Bell Fencing Services for £960.00 (no vat as not vat | GSM
registered) to supply and install 25m of 1.2m high post and rail fencing in the Garden of Reflection
to separate the parish land from the Catholic burial ground be APPROVED. Costs will exceed
2025/26 budget of £200.00; £522.40 will be drawn from earmarked reserves, with the remaining
£237.60 overage covered by general reserves. GSM will arrange a start date.
061 | Other Matters
a | Scheme of Delegation
RESOLVED that the Scheme of Delegation as per Financial Regulations be APPROVED.
b | Parish Council Meeting Dates

RESOLVED that Parish Council meetings for the year ending 31st March 2026 will be held at 7.30pm
on the 2nd Monday of each month (except August) in the Bernard Weston Pavilion.
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no

Action

061

062

063

Other Matters (continues)

Land located on the High Street, Great Billing including the pump and trough.

Land & Property Registration (LPR) who have been working on behalf of Billing Parish Council have
advised that the piece of land located on High Street, Great Billing—believed to be under the
Council’s ownership—is not currently registered with HM Land Registry. They have requested
that the council clarify the exact boundaries of the area of land it wishes to pursue registration for
as the section of land which includes the noticeboard, telephone box, pump, and trough is all
unregistered. It was RESOLVED that the clerk is to ask for detailed map outlining the area in
guestion. Once received this can be reviewed by the Great Billing Ward Councillors. There
recommendations will then be brought to the Parish Council Meeting for further discussion.

Councillor networking event.

The clerk advised that it would be a great idea for all of the councillors to meet up outside of the
Parish Council Meeting to get to know each other and discuss any ideas they have. This was well
received, and the clerk was asked to come up with some dates/times.

West Northamptonshire Councils Annual Parish Conference
It was RESOLVED that Clirs. Gardner and Rockall shall attend the West Northamptonshire Council’s
Annual Parish Conference on 12" June at Franklin Gardens between 10am and 2.30pm.

Lake at Cottage Graden's.

A resident of Cottage Gardens has been in contact with the Clerk regarding the low level of water
currently in their lake. The residents have been unable to make this meeting and have requested
that this is discussed at a future meeting.

Tree Preservation Orders
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should apply for Tree Preservation Orders for any historic trees
surrounding Great Billing Pocket Park that currently doesn’t have one.

Updates

Clerk update

The Clerk reported that she has been extremely busy since March, including preparing the year end
accounts and paperwork ready for external auditing, finalising the magazine, elections plus the day-
to-day duties.

Sporting Update
e Football - Alan Johnson has now stepped down from Chair of Billing United Football Club.
The Clerk has requested a meeting with the new Chair Jamie Clark and the new Club
Secretary, Sam Pearce so that she can start building a strong working relationship with
them.
e Cricket — There is now only a couple of Saturdays available for Pavilion/Field hire between
now and September as they have been taken up by three separate cricket teams.

Billing Fayre

The GSM advised that 23 stalls have been requested so far. All councillors have been requested to
volunteer on the day whether it be setting up in the morning, marshalling during the event or
helping the clear away at the end. Cllr. Rockall has advised that he has a volunteer who has agreed
to look after the Crockery Smash. ClIr. Rockall suggested that the new Billing Ward councillors
attend and maybe have a stall to meet the residents.

Leisure & Recreation
GSM Update
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported:

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
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Iltem Action
no
063 | Leisure & Recreation (Continued)

e The cricket pitch has been chain arrowed and rolled before the cricket season started.

e Chipped bark created in the Winter is now being used around trees

e Ongoing mowing/strimming

b | Little Billing Pocket Park Update
In his absence Michael Clasper, Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer Group, had forwarded the
following report:

e Numerous volunteering sessions have taken place since the meeting in March. Both the
powered strimmer and ride-on mower have now been serviced/repaired. As the walk on
mower has been available, they managed to mow the verges and the picnic area, clear the
path edges of overgrowth and removed litter and fly tipped rubbish.

€ | Ecton Brook Residents Group
None received.

d | Bellinge Residents Group
None received.

064 | Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere

a | Cllr. Gardner reported that streetlamp 21 has scorching around its base. The clerk will advise

Forde & McHugh.
065 | Date of Next Meeting and Closure

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.02pm.
The next meeting will be the held at 7.30 pm on Monday 9" June 2025 at Bernard Weston Pavilion,
Gt. Billing.







