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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 13th MAY 2024 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 
 
PRESENT  J. A. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 

Cllrs. Mrs. G. Chaggar, Mr. F. Brett, Rev. R. Burbidge, Mr J. Clements, Mr. M. 
Pearson and Mr S. Rockall.  

 
Also Present:  Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
PCSO Steve Hoadley (Northamptonshire Police) 
Cllr. P. Clark (WNC) 
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Election of the Chairman 
RESOLVED to elect Cllr. J. A. Marlow as Chairman of Billing Parish Council 
 
Election of the Vice-Chairman of Billing Parish Council 
RESOLVED to elect Cllr. S. Rockall as Vice-Chairman of Billing Parish Council 
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs.  Mrs C. Worthington, Mr D. Brede, 
Mr. C. Shah and Mr S. Ward.  Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways 
Warden) and Unitary Cllr.  Mr K. Holland-Delamere (WNC). 
 
To review and adopt / readopt the following council policies and risk assessments: 

Standing Orders Health & Safety Model Publication 
Scheme 

Financial Regulations 
 

Tree Risk 
Management 

Data Protection 

Governance Risk 
Assessment 

Reserves Data Breach 

Code of Conduct Litter Picking Grievance Complaints 

Equality and Diversity Lone Working Complaints procedure 

Dignity at Work Sickness & Absence Social Media 

Training Statement of 
Intent 

Biodiversity Records retention 

Expenses   

RESOLVED that the above policies be adopted. 
 
To appoint Northants CALC DPO Service as the Council’s Data Protection Officer 
RESOLVED to appoint Northants CALC DPO Service as Data Protection Officer. 
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To appoint Internal Control Councillors  
RESOLVED to appoint Cllrs Brett & Rockall as Internal Control Officers. 
 
To agree terms of reference for the working groups and appoint members: 
Finance Working Group 
RESOLVED that the Finance Working Group terms of reference be approved. Cllrs 
Mr. J. Marlow, Mr. S. Rockall & Mrs. C Worthington were appointed to the working 
group. 
 
HR Working Group  
RESOLVED that the HR Working Group terms of reference be approved.  
Cllrs Mr. F. Brett, Mr. S. Ward and Mr. J. Marlow were appointed to the working 
group. 
 
To appoint a Police Liaison Representative  
RESOLVED to appoint Paul Marks the Green Space Manager as the Police Liaison 
Representative. 
 
To appoint Northants CALC Internal Audit Service as the Internal Auditor for 
2024/2025 
RESOLVED to appoint Northants CALC Internal Audit Service to provide the Internal 
Audit Service for 2024/2025.  They are independent, with no role in the financial 
procedures / decision-making or management controls so will be objective and 
impartial.    The auditor’s competence based on NCALC’s vetting process was 
confirmed at appointment, and a letter of engagement was agreed back in 2023, 
setting out the audit scope and responsibilities.  
 
To appoint PFK Littlejohn as the External Auditors for 2024/2025 
RESOLVED to appoint PFK Littlejohn to provide the External Audit Service for 
2024/2025.  
 
To confirm that Billing Parish Council are registered with the Information 
Commissioners Office (ICO) 
The Clerk confirmed that Billing Parish Council have been registered with the 

Information Commissioners Office (ICO) for 2024/2025. 
 
Confirm if eligible to use General Power of Competence  
The clerk confirmed that although Billing Parish Council now have a CiLCA qualified 
Clerk, they are unable to use General Power of Competence (the power to do 
anything that individuals generally may do unless prohibited by law) due to not 
having two thirds of its total councillors elected. 
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th April 2024 (Folio Nos. 
028/2024 – 032/2024) were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
None Received 
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To receive requests for dispensation 
None received 
 
Public Forum 
None 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
In his absence Damian Lang, Parish Highway Warden had forwarded the following 
report:  

• Reported potholes on speed hump Great Billing High Street, 
Wellingborough Road/ Cherry lodge roundabout, approach and exit of 
Roundabout with Lings way, approach to Academy roundabout and exit to 
Little Billing Way and entrance to Cottage Gardens. 

• Drains block with silt. 

• Damaged speed hump outside ST Andrew’s School. 

• Obstructed footpath towards the Academy  

• Parish Street lamp 59 and 60 not working  
 
In his absence Cllr. Holland-Delamere WNC, had forwarded the following report:  

• Thanks to the GSM for the installation of the new motorbike barrier on 
Linear Park. 

• The illegal clothes banks have been escalated to cabinet level but no 
response yet. 

• The fly tipping on the North Northants Council border by the underpass at 
Ecton Brook has been removed. 

 
PCSO Hoadley reported the following report:  

• Prolific shoplifter has been given a Criminal Behaviour Order which has 
banned him from the Co-op.   

• Regular resident engagement and rapport building is continuing at 
Bellinge Community House and Camberley Close. 

• Lee Flavell is returning to the area taking over as inspector at some point 
in the summer. 

• Free cycle security marking will be taking pace at Billing Fayre 

• See appendix A for crime figures from 1st April – 7th May. 
 
Cllr. Clark reported: 

• Following the resignation of Jonathan Nunn, Cllr. Adam Brown is now 
acting leader of West Northants Council and Matt Golby as deputy. 
 

Planning 
To consider the following planning applications:  

• 2024/1895/FULL - 14 Sunset Court, Little Billing - Single storey rear 
extension with mono-pitched roof. Replacing conservatory. 

• 2024/1961/FULL - Pineside, 38 Penfold Lane, Great Billing - Erection of 
single storey side extension and single storey rear extension. 

• 2024/2079/TCA - Holly House, 3 Convent Gardens, Great Billing - Crown 
reduction to 1 x Holly and height reduction to 1 x Yew 
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Planning (continued) 

• 2024/2083/FULL - Mayleigh House, 1A Orchard Hill - Proposed solar panels 
to existing roof structure. 

• 2024/2165/FULL - Church Lane Cottage, 27 - 29 Church Lane, Little Billing - 
Proposed new dwelling 

• 2024/2182/TPO - Windrush, Great Billing Park - Fell 1 X Atlas Cedar & one 
mixed group - TPO 201-W1 – John to look at 

• 2024/2192/TCA - Old Rectory, Elwes Way, Great Billing - Removal of a 
sycamore tree 

• 2024/2230/TCA - 22 Pound Lane, Great Billing - Removal of overhanging 
branches from several trees and Wisteria  

• 2024/2232/TCA - Old Rectory, Elwes Way, Great Billing - Removal of 
conifers 

• 2024/2235/TPO - Old Rectory, Elwes Way, Great Billing - Reduction of Yew, 

Conifer and Sycamore - TPO 201-G2 

No comments or objections to any of the above part from 2024/2182/TPO. 
 
The following determinations had been received from WNC: 

• 2023/8022/ADV - Brook Pharmacy, Ecton Brook - 3no non illuminated 
fascia's, flat dibond digitally printed graphic & direct applied window 
graphic - Approved  

• 2024/0638/FULL - 4 Russet Drive, Little Billing - The demolition of the rear 
conservatory. The erection of single storey rear extension and part first 
floor side extension – Approved 

• 2024/1103/TCA - Old Rectory, Elwes Way, Great Billing - Removal of Lime 
Tree – Approved 

• 2024/0892/FULL - 44 Whiteheart Close, Great Billing - Installation of an Air 
Source Heat Pump to replace the current gas boiler – Approved 
 

Finance 
RESOLVED that the End of Year Accounts Year Ended 31st March 2024 be 
APPROVED.  
 
RESOLVED that the council’s asset, register as at 31 03 2024 be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that Internal Control Report for Quarter 4 2023-2024 and its comments 
be approved.   
 
RESOLVED to receive the Annual Internal Audit Report and to note no action 
necessary. 
 
RESOLVED to APPROVE Billing Parish’s Internal Control Procedures following a 
successful Internal Auditors report. 
 
RESOLVED to agree the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/2024. 
 
RESOLVED to agree the Accounting Statement for 2023/2024.  
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the explanation of significant variances for the increase in 
expenditure for 2023/2024 compared to 2022/2023 due to River works at Little 
Billing and replacement paths on Bellinge Field be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED to set the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights to commence on Monday 
3rd June 2024 and finish on Friday 12th July 2024.  
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the level of General Reserves at £96,692 (50% of 
2024/2025 precept). 
 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the regular payments arising as a result of a continuing 
contract, statutory duty, or obligation listed in APPENDIX B  
 
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Power 
Amount 
Paid 

N J BARBER LTD PAVILION CLEANING MAR24 LGA1972S111 298.80 

BRITISH GAS 
PAVILION ELECTRICITY 
MARCH LGA1972S111 476.53 

Barclaycard BARCLAYCARD LGA1972S111 40.57 

D F PHIPPS 
MOWING, SPRAYING, 
PLAQUE OSA1906SS9&10 592.80 

RIALTAS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS  MAKING TAX DIGITAL LGA1972S111 1021.20 

FPWM LTD WASTE REMOVAL MARCH LGA1972S111 116.03 

NORTHANTS CALC 
MSHIP, AUDIT & DATA 
PROTECTION 

LGA1972s143 
 3169.65 

MIKES DONKEYS DONKEY HIRE 2024 
LGA1972ss145 
 450.00 

VIKING PAPER, FOLDERS, TIPEX LGA1972S111 76.74 

GARDEN MACHINES CHAINSAW OIL, TROUSERS LGA1972S111 114.08 

ESPO 
TISSUE, HAND TOWELS 7 
PICKERS LGA1972S111 211.56 

LOCAL LEAFLET DROP LIMITED DELIVERY OF NEWSLETTER 
LGA1972s142 
 276.00 

GARDEN MACHINES RPL SPRING FOR CHAINSAW LGA1972S111 3.01 

DURANT CRICKET LTD 
50% - CRICKET PITCH 
REFURB LG(MP)A1976s19 3042.00 

LONSDALE DIRECT SOLUTIONS 
ARTWORK & PRINTING 
NEWSLETTER 

LGA1972s142 
 567.00 

EASON ELECTRICAL LTD 
RPL FAULTY LIGHTS & 
SOCKETS LGA1972S111 666.00 

UNICOM TELEPHONE/BBAND APRIL 
LGA1972s133 
 73.21 

O2 
INCORRECT CHARGE CREDIT 
ON ACC 

LGA1972s133 
 49.36 

SSE ENERGY SOLUTIONS 
UNMETERED STREET 
LIGHTING MAR. 

PCA1957s.3 
 250.58 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  
PAYROL & SERVICE FEE 
APRIL 

LGA1972s112  
 5121.44 

BACA WORKWEAR & SAFETY  
GLOVES, EAR PLUGS, LINE 
SPRAY LGA1972S111 71.65 

RIALTAS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS  
YEAR END 23/24 
CLOSEDOWN LGA1972S111 990.00 
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Finance (continued) 

GARDEN MACHINES GSM Chainsaw boots LGA1972S111 229.77 

N J BARBER LTD CLEANING PAVILION APR LGA1972S111 328.08 

NEST GSM/CLERK PENSION APRIL 
LGA1972s112  
 511.56 

NATWEST BANK BANK CHARGES MARCH LGA1972S111 8.05 

 
The schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 30.04.24 
had been forwarded to all Members.  RESOLVED this be approved. 
 
RESOLVED that the April 2024 bank reconciliations for the current and reserve 
accounts be APPROVED. 
  
The Clerk reported that reconciled bank account balances as at 30.04.24 were: 
       Current Account                          £105,964.31 

Reserve Account                         £330,502.98 
 

RESOLVED that Cllrs. Mrs C. Worthington, Mr. J. A. Marlow, Mr. M. Pearson and Mr 
S. Rockall would be the approved signatories for the new CCLA Investment account. 
 
RESOLVED that the Cllrs. Mrs C. Worthington, Mr. J. A. Marlow, Mr. M. Pearson and 
Mr S. Rockall are permitted to authorise the CCLA investment on behalf of Billing 
Parish Council. 
 
RATIFIED that the previously approved payment of £5070.00 plus VAT to Durant 
Cricket Ltd to urgently replace the damaged cricket wicket be APPROVED 
retrospectively. 
 
RESOLVED that the quotation provided by Raybell & Sons for £4295.00 plus VAT to 
construct the drop kerb at Bellinge Field (as per the agreed planning permission) plus 
£300.00 (no vat) Council Licence fee and £100.00 (no vat) Utilities fee be APPROVED. 
GSM to give arrange start date. 
 
RESOLVED that the quotation provided by KAMS Tree Care for £800.00 plus VAT to 
reduce an Ash tree by up to 4m on Great Billing Pocket Park as per the agreed 
planning permission be APPROVED.  GSM to give arrange start date. 
 
RESOLVED that the quotation provided by KAMS Tree Care for £600.00 plus VAT to 
complete a days’ worth of chipping be APPROVED.  GSM to give arrange start date. 
 
RESOLVED that the quotation provided by Parish & Shires Commercial Ltd for 
£280.00 plus vat to repair potholes on the Pavilion driveway be APPROVED.  GSM to 
give arrange start date.  
 
RESOLVED that the quotation provided by Eason Electrical Ltd for £425.00 plus vat to 
complete remedial repairs following the electrical inspection last month be 
APPROVED.  GSM to give arrange start date. 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the quotation provided by Eason Electrical Ltd for £2110.00 plus vat 
to install emergency lighting and mains interlinked smoke alarms be APPROVED.   
 
RESOLVED that the requested annual grant of £1000.00 from Little Billing Pocket Park 
Volunteer Group for maintaining and insuring of equipment and towards fuel and 
planting be approved.   Clerk to issue 
 
Other Matters  
Clear Utility Solutions 
RESOLVED that the use of Clear Utility Solutions (an NCALC partner scheme) to aid 
the clerk in the renewal of the supply contact for unmetered street lighting due to 
expire on 30th June 2024 be APPROVED.  
 
Clerk Scheme of Delegation 
Held over to June’s meeting when the adoption of the new financial regulations will 
be discussed. 
 
Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) sign locations 
West Northants Council have agreed to place the new PSPO signs in areas of the 
parish that the Parish Council feel are areas of issue.  Councillors and GSM to e-mail 
the clerk of any areas they feel will be of benefit. 
 
Draft Local Plan Consultation  
The WNC draft Plan sets out a vision and objectives for the area, its ambitions for 
new development and commitment to dealing with climate change. The Plan 
allocates land for housing and employment and contains a series of planning policies 
for these and many other topics such as leisure, transport, health and wellbeing, 
infrastructure and the environment, and where development can and cannot take 
place.  Cllrs to advise the clerk of any comments that they wish to be included on the 
consultation and to confirm any local green space that they feel have special 
importance.   
 
Stage Two Community and Governance Review  
No changes within Billing Parish therefore no action to be taken. 
 
Flood Risk Management Strategy 
Under the Flood Water Management Act 2010, WNC have a responsibility to 
develop, maintain, apply and monitor a Flood Risk Management Strategy.  It will 
focus on local flood risk resulting from surface water, groundwater and ordinary 
watercourses flooding and also look at the interaction with main river flooding.  Cllrs 
to advise the clerk of any comments that they wish to be included on the 
consultation.  
 
Community Connect a Lottery Funded Welfare and Wellbeing Service 
After much discussion RESOLVED that the clerk will steer the service to WNC for 
potential use of Bellinge Community House, Reverand Burbidge to work with Saint 
Andrews and All Saints Churches and Bipin at Ecton One.   
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Updates 
Clerk update 
The Clerk reported that  

• The first fifty percent of the precept has been received. 

• Parish Magazines should have been delivered. 

• We have a new Neighbourhood Warden Jamie Hayter to take over from 

Ashleigh Harris. 

• No update regarding Little Billing Village Greens hole.  

• No update regarding the installation of a bin on Little Billing Village Green. 

Sporting Update  
The clerk reported that  

• Billing United will finish this season’s fixtures by the end of this month. 

• Very busy with cricket bookings 
 

D-Day 80 
Cllr. Rockall has confirmed that the Beacon has arrived in readiness for 6th June.  The 
Elwes Arms have booked the singer for the evening.  Cllr. Burbidge will be reading 
the International Tribute out at 9.15pm alongside the lighting of the beacon.  Clerk 
to e-mail the wording to Cllr. Burbidge. 
 
Billing Fayre 2023 
The GSM confirmed that he has received more stall bookings than ever.  Cllr. Rockall 
advised that the Ice Cream man has now confirmed.  Crockery is needed for the 
crockery smash so the clerk will post this on Facebook. 
 
Ecton Brook Linear Park 
Held over. 
 
Climate Emergency 
In his absence Cllr. Brede reported had forwarded the following report:  

• I attended the climate change event and two of the attendees are 

interested in attending our Fayre. 

Leisure & Recreation  
GSM Update 
GSM advised the following: 

• Installation of motorbike barrier – This is now taking effect 

• Mowing & strimming 
 
Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
In his absence Michael Clasper, Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer Group, had 
forwarded the following report:  

• Volunteering sessions took place on 13th and 27th April.  Volunteers cut 

the grass, in the picnic area and the path edges; tidied the orchard, 

removed brash and fallen branches; removed overgrowth from the 

footpath and fly-tipped rubbish and litter were collected and removed.  
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Leisure & Recreation (continued) 
Ecton Brook Residents Group 
None received 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Cllr. Clements wanted to find out who is responsible for anti-money laundering at 
WNC.  Cllr. Clark advised that it was the scrutiny committee. 

 
Cllr. Rockall wanted to ask Cllr. Clark if there is any update on the removal of the 
illegal clothes bins.  He has advised no update as yet. 
  
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.40pm. 
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 10th June 2024 at Bernard 
Weston Pavilion, Gt. Billing. 
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APPENDIX A: - Police Report 

Crime Figures 01/04/24 - 07/05/24  

Bellinge, Great Billing & Little Billing 
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APPENDIX B: - Regular Payment List 

List of Regular Payments 

In accordance with Billing Financial Regulation FR 5.6, for each year the Clerk and/or RFO shall draw up a list of due payments on 

a regular basis as the result of a continuing contract, statutory duty, or obligation (such as but not exclusively: salaries, PAYE add 

NI, Superannuation Fund) and regular maintenance contracts and the like for which the council may authorise payment for the 

year provided that the requirements of Financial Regulation 4.1 (Budgetary Controls) are adhered to, provided also that a list of 

such payments shall be submitted to the next appropriate meeting of the council. 

List of Regular Payments  

Beneficiary Frequency Payment Method Summary of Purpose  

DF Phipps Monthly BACS Grass cutting, spraying, plaque and tree installation 

SSE Monthly BACS Unmetered Street Lighting 

British Gas Monthly Direct debit Pavilion Electric 

NJ Barber Monthly BACS Pavilion Cleaning 

FPWM Ltd Monthly BACS Pavilion Waste Collection 

Small Business Payroll Monthly BACS Payroll  

NEST  Monthly Direct debit Pension 

O2 Monthly Direct debit Staff mobile phones 

Unicom Monthly Direct debit Pavilion landline & internet 

ICO Annually Direct debit Annual subscription 

CPRE Annually BACS Annual subscription 

SLCC Annually BACS Annual subscription & conference 

NCALC Ad hoc BACS 
Annual subscription, internal audit, training & Data 
protection service 

Beach Marketing Annually BACS Amount to host the parish website 

ESPO Ad hoc BACS Tools & Consumables 

BACA Ad hoc BACS Tools & Consumables 

GM Suppliers Ad hoc BACS Tools & Consumables 

Mikes Donkeys Annually BACS Entertainment for Billing Parish Fayre 

Zurich Annually BACS Parish Council Insurance 

South Northants Responders Ad hoc BACS First aid for events & replacement defibrillator items 

Lonsdale Direct 3 x per year  BACS Art work and printing of parish magazine 

Local Leaflet Drop 3 x per year  BACS Delivery of Parish magazine 

PFK Little John Annually BACS External Audit 

Wave  3 x per year  BACS Pavilion Water 

Northants ACRE Annually BACS Annual subscription 

Lynx Security Annually BACS CCTV annual service & repairs 

Blast from the Past Annually BACS Entertainment for Billing Parish Fayre 

Pocklingtons Bi annually BACS Flailing 

Forde & McHugh Ad hoc BACS Street light repairs 

initial Annually BACS Emptying of sanitary bins 

The Play Inspection Company Annually BACS Annual playground inspection 

Smith’s Fire LLP Annually BACS Annual fire extinguisher check 

 


