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BILLING PARISH COUNCIL

Established 1894

Serving Bellinge, Ecton Brook, Great Billing and Little Billing

950 NoN FORTUNA

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 10" MARCH 2025
AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING

PRESENT Clir. Mr J. Marlow (Chair of Billing Parish Council)
Clirs. Mr D. Brede, , Rev. Richard Burbidge, Mrs. G Chaggar, Mr J. Clements, Mr S. Rockall and.

Also Present: Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council)
Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager)
Mr. P Clark (WNC Councillor)
Mr. J. Hill (WNC Councillor)
Dan Freeman (PCSO Northants Police)
Georgina Pennington (PCSO Northants Police)
No Parishioners

Item Action
no

027 | Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Clirs, Mr. F. Brett and Mr. S. Ward, however Cllir.
Rockall would like more consideration to be taken when doing this. Regular attendance is crucial
for maintaining a quorum, fostering collaborative decision-making, and ensuring that all voices are
heard. When members frequently miss meetings, it can hinder progress and lead to a lack of
representation for their constituents. Apologies were also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways
Warden) and ClIr. Mr. K Holland-Delamere (WNC). No apologies received from Clir. Mr M. Pearson.

028 | Minutes
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10™" February 2025 (Folio Nos. 006/2025
010/2025) were approved and signed as true records.

029 | To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct
None Received

030 | To receive requests for dispensation
None received

031 | Public Forum
No one in attendance to speak.

032 | Reports from Outside Agencies
a | In his absence Damian Lang, Parish Highway Warden confirmed he had reported the following:
e Manorfield Road street sign all faded and unreadable
e Pothole Station Road near Red defibrillator box
e Highway condition between Inglewood Court and Fieldmill Road
o Kerb missing on Wellingborough Road since gas works
e Blocked drains on Wellingborough Road
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032

033

034

Reports from Outside Agencies (continued)
Clirs. James Hill and Paul Clark (WNC) reported the following:

e Brook Medical Centre is still at hot topic. They have promised to make improvements,
and agreed to start a patient forum. Complaints still being given to Cllr. Hill daily which he
is feeding back to them.

e Fly tipping on Ecton Lane continues, however a productive meeting was held with Ecton
Parish Council and other stakeholders where preventative measures wear discussed.

PCSO Freeman reported the following:

e Car crime is still high across the parish and surrounding areas. So ensure that no
valuables are on show and car doors are locked.

e Burglaries will start to increase as the nights become lighter and days become warmer.
Residents to ensure windows and doors locked and keys removed from locks.

e There has been an increase in youths riding unlicenced motorbikes within the parish. As
there are restrictions on how they can be apprehended he has advised that resident
intelligence on where the bikes are being store or taken to is crucial. He has asked that
that people log this information with the Operation Wave Team (0800 555111 or
operationwave@northants.police.uk). Cllr. Brede asked what the restrictions are. PCSO
Freeman advised that there are restrictions on chasing the youths due to the risk of harm
to members of the public and also the assailants themselves. Clir. Brede suggested that
the Parish Council write to the Policer Commissioner asking for a review of the policy.

e There were 79 crimes reported across the East in February and were categorised as
follows: 13 Shop lifting; 6 other theft; 3 Burglary; 1 Theft of Cycle; 1 Theft from motor
vehicle; 1 Theft of a motor vehicle; 15 Violence offences; 16 Other; 3 Criminal damage; 1
Arson; 4 Drug offences; 4 Public offences; 3 Weapon offences.

Planning
To consider the following planning applications:

e 2025/0447/FULL — Coppers, 22 Penfold Drive, Great Billing — Alterations to roof structure
of existing conservatory and introduction of new window to study. Wood burner to be
installed in conservatory — No comments or objections

The following determinations had been received from WNC:

e 2024/2024/5697/FULL - Grey Gables, 2 Lady Winefrides Walk, Great Billing - Demolition
of the existing garage, with ground and first-floor extensions to the side and rear:
alterations - Approved

Finance
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all Members.
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following:

Payee Name Transaction Detail Authorized Ref Amount Paid
Barclaycard Barclaycard payment January LGA19725111 3.65
BRITISH GAS Pavilion Electric 16/1-20/1 LGA19725133 775.49
CLOUDY GROUP LTD Microsoft 365 & Support Feb LGA19725111 173.64
FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection Jan LGA19725133 313.82
D F PHIPPS Stim wildflowers & iris beds 0SA1906S59&10 762.00
PARISH & SHIRES Extension of ditch on The Leys & Resurfacing OSA1906559&10 & 10,032.00
of Little Billing Pocket Park Riverside Walk HA1980SS43&50
pathway
GARDEN MACHINES Chain oil 5L/two stroke oil 1L LGA19725111 29.11
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034 | Finance (continued)
a | The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all Members. RESOLVED
that payment be made as per the following:
YU ENERGY Lt Billing Street Lights Jan PCA195753 28.01
YU ENERGY Gt Billing Street Lights Jan PCA195753 624.34
CPRE 2025/2026 subscription LGA19725111 36.00
THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNIL CLERKS 2025/2026 Subscription LGA19725143 190.00
SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL Salary & payroll Service Feb LGA19725112 5167.06
BEACH MARKETING LTD Annual website security & host LGA19725142 432.00
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ACRE Annual subscription LGA19725111 42.00
NORTHANTS CALC Election training (clerk) LGA19725112 50.40
ANGLIAN WATER BUSINESS Water charges 10/11 - 09/02 LGA19725133 43.64
02 GSM/Clerk Mobile Jan TA1984597 59.85
CLEAR BUSINESS Tel & Broadband February TA1984597 80.99
NEST Clerk / GSM pension Feb LGA19725112 530.35
N J BARBER LTD Pavilion Cleaning February LGA19725133 328.08
NATWEST BANK Bank Charges January LGA19725111 5.95
b | The schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 28.02.25
had been forwarded to all Members. RESOLVED this be APPROVED.
¢ | RESOLVED that February 2025 bank reconciliation statements for the current and reserve accounts
be APPROVED and were signed by CliIr. Clements. The Clerk reported that bank account balances as
at 28.02.25 were:
Current Account £9,369.24
Reserve Account £130,730.22
Investment Account £255,542.37
d | No works had been authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation in February.
e | RESOLVED that the clerks proposed Ear Marked Reserves for 2025/2026 be APPROVED. Clerk to | Clerk
update the accounting system. See Appendix A.
f | RESOLVED that due to Abington Phoenix Cricket Club folding that the outstanding £200.00 be | Clerk
written off be APPROVED.
g | It was RESOLVED that the additional 7.75 hours of overtime in February (in excess of pre-approved | Clerk
10 hours) for the clerk be APPROVED. Clerk to advised Small Business Payroll.
h | It was RESOLVED that the clerks travel expenses for the year 2024/2025 at £105.18 be APPROVED. | Clerk
035 | Other Matters
a | Local Elections 1t May 2025
The clerk advised that the nomination papers are available for completion and have been sent to
all councillors via e-mail. The papers can be completed by hand or in digital format but the
signatures must be wet (manually completed). The nomination papers must be handed into the
Monitoring Officer at The Guildhall, One Stop Shop, Northampton by 4pm on 2™ April 2025.
Appointments can be booked by calling 01604 526130 or emailing
ReturningOfficer@westnorthants.gov.uk including name, date and time you’d like to come in and
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037

Other Matters (continues)

a contact telephone number. You are able to just “turn up” however you will be required to wait
until an officer is free to take your nomination paper and process it. Any questions can be
forwarded to the clerk and she will try her best to answer them.

It was RESOLVED that due to the notification of the elections results being issued on 6™ May that
the Meeting of the Council will be postponed a week and will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 19%
May 2025 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, Gt. Billing. The Annual Parish Meeting will be also be held
on Monday 19" May 2025 but at the earlier time of 7.15pm. Clerk to update the website.

Updates
Clerk update
The Clerk reported:

e She has attended the following meetings: - Larger Parish Council Teams Meeting, Larger
Parish Clerk Teams Meeting and meeting with Paul Ballin and Bob Entwhistle.

e Completed NCALC Local Elections training & Rialtas Year End Training courses.

e Still no update from WNC regarding the repair of the hole on Little Billing Village Green,
installation of a dog waste bin in or around the area of Little Billing Village Green or the
overhanging trees on Orchard Hill by the alleyway.

e Reported numerous issues to WNC (Highways & Trees) and Northampton Partnership
Homes (NPH).

e Parish Magazine is currently being delivered and will be available online from tomorrow.

e All Year End checks have been completed as requested by Rialtas and sent over.

e The WNC licence for the flower baskets has been signed and sent back to Paul Conway at
WNC and authorisation given to the supplier Window Flowers to proceed.

e The first Parish Coffee Morning was a success with 36 residents, 4 councillors and 3 PCSO’s
in attendance.

e Election information flyer and webpage have been created and wording for Social Media is
ready for when the Notice of Election is announced later on this week.

Sporting Update

Billing United will commence midweek training (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursdays) after the clocks
go back. The clerk has reminded them that no training on the second Wednesday of the month and
parking is to be on the gravel area only Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Ecton Brook Linear Park
No update available.

Billing Fayre

The GSM reported that the clerk has created a new Microsoft 365 digital stall booking form which
will be placed on the parish website (by Stand can be sent via email. The original form can still be
used if anyone would like to complete this manually. The old form can still be sent via email or
printed out.

We have had three people respond to our advert in the Parish Magazine for our request for crockery
following

Leisure & Recreation
GSM Update
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported:

e The entrance of Bellinge Field has been covered in wood chip taken from parish felled trees;
The Bernard Weston Pavilion carpark has been topped up by 7 tonnes of gravel;
An emergency repair was completed to a split flexi pipe in the ladies toilet in the pavilion
e A small section of Haha wall surrounding the church has been rebuilt due to it collapsing.

Clerk
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037 | Leisure & Recreation (continued)
b | Little Billing Pocket Park Update
In his absence Michael Clasper, Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer Group, had forwarded the
following report:

e Avolunteering sessions have taken place on 8" March. Due to the sit on mower
developing an oil leak and the cutting blade not engaging the four volunteers completed
removed several bags of litter and fly tipped rubbish. He also advised that the trees
blocking the unregistered pathway by Watkers Lake have still not been removed despite
several people reporting this to WNC. The clerk advised that she has been in contact with
WNC and they are in the process of gaining a quotation for the cost of removal as this
doesn’t form part of the Idverde Contract. Once received the works shall be booked in for
completion.

€ | Ecton Brook Residents Group
None received.

038 | Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere

a | Cllr. Brede is discussing VJ Day with residents to see what sort of event they would like to hold. He
also wanted to make the police aware that parents are still parking on the double yellow lines on
Little Billing Way.

b | ClIr. Burbidge advised that the churches are holding an easter Explosion Fun Day on Saturday 19
April which will include Easter Crafts, Picnic (subject to weather) and Easter Egg hunt around Great
Billing Village.

¢ | Clir. Clements asked WNC Councillors why Veolia will not empty bins with no lids. They are unsure
why but have asked that the details are sent to them to follow up. Clir. Clements has also advised
that he will not be standing for election this year. Cllr. Marlow thanked him for his service. Cllr.
Rockall also thanked him for his 10 years’ service.

039 | Date of Next Meeting and Closure

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.25pm.
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7.15pm followed by Meeting of the
Council held at 7.30 pm on Monday 19*" May 2025 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, Gt. Billing.
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327 EMR : BCH Grant Refund

Grani

BLH Unusesd Grant

328 EMIR - Capital Equipment

Capital Egulpmant

Tools & Corsumables

H

5,000.00

Badmin {npl Bptopprinter)

336 EMR - Councillor Trainlmg

Training

‘Cowndllor Tramninig

325 EMR - Staif Training

Staff Tradning

320 EMIR - Elections

|Election Expenses

Gt Biling

SO0

Lt Billng

S00.00

Bellinge

500,00

Ecton Brook
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S00.00

330 EMIA - Street Lighting

street Lighting

Paanting

HES Chascks

5,500,000

331 EMR  Pavillon Repairs/Madennl

|Pavilion

Mew Tables Thairs

Repairs/Maintenance/Modernisation

|

5,071.00

332 EMIR - 'Workshiop

Worksh

Repairs B Maintenanoe

Fencing

333 EMR - Street Furniture)/ Assets

Sireet Fumiiture § Assefs

Flower baskets
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Telephoine Box

Trough/Water Pump

Motice Boards
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321 EMR - Bellinge Field

Bellimge Ficld

Pathraarys

H

154541

Fencing

334 EMIR - The Leys Maintemance

The Leys

Fencing

335 EMR - Garden of Reflection

The Garden of Reflection

Fencing

200,00

Pathwary from Lady Wnefrides - Church

Chuch |:|:I1|'l'ﬁ'-l'p,"|lg|1tll'lg: Granit fram 2017 Granks BAET in previous years not yet
spenk

336 EMR - Lt Billimg Pocket Park

|Littie Billing Pocket Park

Pathraarys Riveraoris

337 EMR - Linear Park

Ecton Brook

Linear park {grant from Sept 2000}
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Gt Billing Podiet Park

Replacement Fath

Fencing

SO000

Rpl bulins [ acer tree

Foatoall Prch

100000

Car Park [t {ler prewentian

5. 000,00

MIUGA Refurbishement

5,000.00

Cricket Wicket Maintenanoe

S T Y T Y

341 EMR - Spedal Ewernts - Treef Bench

Special Events

D-Day&0

(Coronaition Treses

332 EMR - Playground

| Playground

Mew Equipment

L3 10, 500,00

324 EMIR - OCTY Upgrade

CCTW

Replaoment Equspmesnt

£ 915.00

340 EMR - Mew G5M Truck

‘Wehicke

Mew Truck

Truck Repairs

342 EMR - Ol 20232024

Cils from 20232024 (House in Gt Billing Fark)

344 EMR - CIl 20242025

Cils from 2024/ 2025 (53 Station Road WHN20E2 465

973.88

380 EMIR - D lurtion

Deewodution

10,000.00
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Euuals Furevasied Puseds availa b fon ERIR 200572008
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