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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2024 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. Mr S. Rockall (Vice Chair of Billing Parish Council) 
Cllrs. Mr. F. Brett, Rev. Richard Burbidge, Mr J. Clements,  
Mr M. Pearson, and Mr. S. Ward.  

 
Also Present:    Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
No Parishioners  
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A Minutes Silence 
A minute’s silence was held in remembrance to those who gave their lives to defend our 
democratic freedoms and way of life.  
  
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Mrs G Chaggar and Mr J. Marlow.   Apologies were 
also received from Cllr. Mr J. Hill (WNC) & Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) is running late. No 
apologies received from Cllr. Brede. 
 
 Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 2024 (Folio Nos. 064/2024 

070/2024) were approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
None Received 
 
To receive requests for dispensation 
None received 
 
Public Forum 
None 
 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
In his absence Damian Lang, Parish Highway Warden confirmed he had reported the following:  

• Potholes outside The Elwes Arms Public House 

• Various streetlamps throughout Ecton Brook that are either on during the day or have 
broken glass 

• Green lamp not working on traffic lights at top of Great Billing Way 

• Bricks missing from speed hump along Ecton Brook Road 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BILLING PARISH COUNCIL 

Established 1894 
 

Serving Bellinge, Ecton Brook, Great Billing and Little Billing 
 

 



 

 

                                072/2024 

                   

Item 
no 

 Action 

140 
b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

141 
a 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

142 
a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reports from Outside Agencies (continued) 
In his absence Cllr. James Hill (WNC), had forwarded the following report:  

• Met with fellow WNC Councillors, WNC Highways and Neighbourhood Wardens to discuss 
solutions to parking issues within the ward. Several solutions discussed included 
better/more bay marking, faster removal of no MOT and non-taxed cars and parking 
restrictions. 

• A meeting is taking place this Friday to discuss proposals for Ecton Brook Community 
Facilities with WNC.  

• It was an honour to lay a wreath with Councillor Paul Clark at Billing War Memorial on 
Remembrance Sunday. 

 
Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 20242024/4729/ADV – Co-op, Fieldmill Square, Bellinge - Multiple external branding signs 
for co-op, including fascia panel, opening times, goods delivery, parking, and disabled 
parking signage – No comments 

• 2024/4748/FULL - 2 Valley Road, Little Billing - The installation of a new 1.8m high garden 
fence surrounding the front garden – Objections made 

• 2024/4778/FULL - 25 High Street, Great Billing - New driveway and installation of electric 
vehicle charging point – Objections made  

• 2024/5071/TCA - Old Rectory, Great Billing – Reduction of 1 x Thuja Plicata – No comments 
made  

 
The following determinations had been received from WNC: 
 

• 2024/3692/ADV - Little Billing Way/A4500 Wellingborough Road Roundabout - 4 no. non-
illuminated fascia signs – Approved 

• 2024/4255/FULL - Unit 1 Fieldmill Road, Bellinge - Replacement refrigeration plant and 
external alterations – Appr 

• 2024/4367/LDE - 36 Foskitt Court North, Bellinge - Lawful development certificate 
(existing) for the operation of a 5-bedroom HMO - Approved 

• 2024/4416/TPO - Wellingborough Road, Great Billing - Removal to stump level of 3 x self-
set trees (species unknown) TPO E(NCC6) G1 - Approved 

 
Finance  
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all Members.  
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: as per the following: 

Payee Name 
Transaction Detail Power 

Amount 

Paid 

J & D GOODRIDGE BUILDING  
Repair to Gt Billing Planter LGA1972S111 780.00 

D F PHIPPS 
Mowing for September OSA1906SS9&10 930.00 

PPL PRS LMITED 
Pavilion Music Licence LGA1972S133 308.52 

BCW OFFICE PRODUCTS LTD 
Advanced warning sign & labels RTRA1984S72(1) 105.01 

EASON ELECTRICAL LTD 
PAT Test & socket repair LGA1972S133 122.40 

Barclaycard 
Barclaycard payment LGA1972S111 71.63 

YU ENERGY 
Lt Billing Street Lights Sept PCA1957S3 23.97 
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Finance (continued) 
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all Members.  
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: as per the following: 
 

Payee Name 
Transaction Detail Power 

Amount 

Paid 

YU ENERGY 
Gt Billing Street Lights Sept PCA1957S3 422.26 

YU ENERGY 
Gt Billing Street Lights Sept PCA1957S3 20.00 

FPWM LTD 
Pavilion Bin Collection Sept LGA1972S133 125.40 

GARDEN MACHINES 

Replacement Screw/Nut for hedge 

trimmer LGA1972S111 4.97 

INTERLYNX SECURITY LTD 
Callout for faulty CCTV camera LG&RA1997S31 102.00 

K IRVINE PLANT UK LTD 
SUPPLY OF TIMBERWOLF CHIPPER OSA1906SS9&10 15540.00 

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT  
2 X Chipper training LGA1972S112 480.00 

CLEAR BUSINESS 
Tel & Broadband Oct TA1984S97 76.56 

O2 
GSM/Clerk Mobile Sept TA1984S97 59.85 

DAVID COSBY LTD 
Reinstatement valuation Pav LGA1972S111 900.00 

GARDEN MACHINES 
2 x Safety helmets (chipping) LGA1972S112 235.49 

BRITISH GAS 
Pavilion Electric 16/9 - 15/10 LGA1972S133 185.14 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  
SALARY & PAYROLL SERVICE OCT LGA1972S112 5030.12 

NJ BARBER 
Pavilion Cleaning Oct LGA1972S133 328.08 

NATWEST 
Bank Charges (Sept) LGA1972S111 12.81 

NEST 
CLERK / GSM PENSION OCT LGA1972S112 512.89 

 
The schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31.10.24 
 had been forwarded to all Members. RESOLVED this be approved. 
 
RESOLVED that October 2024 bank reconciliation statements for the current and reserve accounts 
be APPROVED and were signed by Cllr. Brett). The Clerk reported that bank account balances as at 
31.10.24 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £11,083.77 

                         Reserve Account                           £177,055.13  
                         Investment Account                     £251,448.70 

 
No works had been authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation since 9th 
October.  
 
RESOLVED that the cost of £1145.00 excluding vat be paid to Bell fencing Services to replace the 
damaged and rotten fence posts on the gateway area between The Leys and St Andrews Church 
be APPROVED. GSM to contact the contractor to arrange a start date. 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the cost of £850.00 plus vat be paid to Cloudy IT to upgrade current Dell laptop to 
Windows Pro and supply a new Dell Latitude laptop so that they are compatible with new Microsoft 
365 software be APPROVED. Funds to be taken from Administration Capital Equipment Ear Marked 
Reserves. Clerk to contact Cloudy IT to arrange supply. 
 
RESOLVED that the cost of the additional £33.00 plus vat per month (in addition to £87.70 plus vat) 
be paid to Cloudy IT for Microsoft 365 due to the need of all council e-mail addresses requiring to 
transfer to Microsoft 365 as they share the same domain. Clerk to contact Cloudy IT to advise.  
 
RESOLVED that the cost of £4960.00 plus vat be paid to Window Flowers to install 16 flower 
baskets (4 in each ward) in Spring 2025 be APPROVED. Clerk will send location map for councillors’ 
approval before approaching West Northamptonshire Council for a licence to install them on WNC 
owned lampposts.  
 
Other Matters  
Remote attendance and proxy voting at local authority meetings government consultation  
It was RESOLVED that remote attendance should be considered in some circumstances, but proxy 
voting should not be allowed.  The clerk will complete the consultation paper and submit to 
councillors prior to submission. 
 
Good Neighbour Scheme 
The West Northamptonshire Good Neighbours Scheme, in partnership with Northants ACRE 
(Action with Communities in Rural England), supports rural communities by providing neighbourly 
help. These schemes, run by local volunteers, assist residents with things like changing a light bulb 
or form completing. Volunteers can offer as much or as little time as they like and do not provide 
specialist care.  The scheme operates primarily through telephone contact, with a coordinator 
assigning tasks to volunteers.  West Northants Council has approached the Council as they are 
considering using Bellinge as an urban pilot to test the scheme’s effectiveness in densely 
populated areas and would like to know if the Parish Council along with themselves and Northants 
ACRE would like to be involved.  After much discussion it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council 
will support the scheme for 12 months and provide a small sum within the 2025/2026 budget to 
help fund it if needed.  However, it does not have the staffing levels for it to provide a co-
ordinator, therefore a volunteer will need to be found.  Clerk will advise Alan Burns at WNC.     
 
80th Anniversary of Victory in Japan Day 
The clerk advised that the 80th Anniversary of Victory in Japan Day (VJ Day) will take place on 
Friday 15th August. Cllr. Rockall has suggested that this is celebrated by a coffee morning either in 
the Pavilion or in conjunction with the Elwes Arms public House.  It was RESOLVED that this will be 
discussed further when Cllr. Brede is in attendance.    
 
Budget Meeting 
It was RESOLVED that the finance working party will meet on 25th November 15:00 to discuss the 
draft budget. 
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Other Matters (continued) 
Electronic Key Cabinet 
Cllr Brett advised the other councillors the benefits of the auditable electronic key cabinet. After 
much discussion it was RESOLVED that the cost of £1593.00 plus vat be paid to ASSA ABLOY Global 
Solutions UK Ltd to supply a TRAKA 21 Standalone Key Cabinet be APROVED.  Funds to be taken 
from Administration Capital Equipment Ear Marked Reserves.  Clerk to contact Mike Hill at Assa 
Abloy to arrange supply. 
 
Updates  
Clerk update 
The Clerk reported that  

• Cllr. Shah has handed in his resignation, however as it is now within six months to the 
election the position will not be advertised.  

• She has attended the following meetings: - Larger Parish Council Meeting, WNC Flood 
Watch. Good Neighbour Scheme Pilot. 

• Awaiting the magazine to be printed and is expected to be delivered by 1st December 

• E-mail & Computer Data will be taking place on 20th 21st November with Cloudy IT next week 
so e-mail contact will be limited.  

• Sundays Remembrance services were well received and positive comments made regarding 
the poppies throughout the parish. Thanks to be given to the GSM and volunteer for putting 
up the poppies and Billing Covenanted Churches Together for arranging the service. 

• Still no update from WNC regarding the repair of the hole on Little Billing Village Green, 
installation of a dog waste bin in or around the area of Little Billing Village Green, the repair 
of the hand rail on the bridge leading to Valley Road from Waterfowl Walk, the overhanging 
trees on Orchard Hill by the alleyway to the bridge or the removal of the tree on the corner 
of Lady Winefrides Walk.  

• Completed the forecast on the income and expenditure for 2024/2025 

• Started to compile the budget for 2025/2026 

• Contacted WNC regarding the Bellinge Community House lease 
 
Sporting Update 

• No contact from the former Abington Phoenix Cricket Team regarding the use of the pitch 
for 2025 so balance of £200.00 remains.  

 
Ecton Brook Linear Park 
Cllr. Ward advised that he has had a positive meeting with a member of the Payback team down at 
Linear Park. He took him through the problem areas, and he agrees that this is something that they 
can help with.  Due to an ongoing restructure, he thinks he will be able to assist us in the New Year.    
 
Leisure & Recreation  
GSM Update 
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported: 

• Put up the poppies throughout the parish 

• Cut the bushes at the rear of Camberley Close 

• Uncovered the Culvert at the bottom of The Leys 

• Planting hedgerow on The Leys 

• Planted five new laurels on Bellinge Field 
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Leisure & Recreation (continued) 
Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
No report received 
 
Ecton Brook Residents Group 
No report received 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Cllr. Ward wanted to thank again the GSM for installing the barrier on Linear Park by the Primary 
School. Since its installation back in the spring, there has been no issues with the illegal riding of 
motorbikes. 
 
Cllr. Rev. Burbidge advised that the Christmas Carols by Candlelight Service will be held on 
Sunday 15th December at 6pm. 
 
Exclusion of the press and public – due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted 
the press and public are excluded from the next item on the agenda: 
 
Staff Matter to be discussed 
RESOLVED a pay increase be awarded (backdated to 1st April 2024) to Parish Council employees 
based on the agreed NJC pay scale be APPROVED.   Clerk to advise Small Business Payroll. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the additional 8.5 hours of overtime (in excess of pre-approved 10 hours) 
for the clerk be approved. Clerk to advise Small Business Payroll. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.24pm.  
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 9th December 2024 at Bernard Weston 
Pavilion, Gt. Billing. 
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