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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30pm ON MONDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2024 

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. Mr J. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 
Cllrs. Mrs G. Chaggar, Mr D. Brede, Rev. Richard Burbidge, Mr J. Clements,  
Mr M. Pearson and Mr S. Ward.   

 
Also Present:  Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr D. Lang (Highways Warden) 
Mr. K. Holland-Delamare (WNC) 
Mr. M Harrison (PCSO) 
Ms. L. Nowell (PCSO) 
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Cllr. Cheryl Worthington. 
A minute’s silence was held in remembrance of the late Cheryl Worthington.  Cheryl was a 
selfless lady who will be very sadly missed. 
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Mr F. Brett and Mr. S. Rockall.   Apologies were 
also received from Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) who then arrived later into the meeting.  No 
apologies were received from Cllr Shah.  
 
 Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 2024 (Folio Nos. 050/2024 – 

055/2024) were approved and signed as true records. 
 
To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
None Received 
 
To receive requests for dispensation 
None received 
 
Public Forum 
None 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
PCSO Harrison reported the following:  

• Vehicle crime has risen in the parish, with approximately five to six a day.  CCTV 
footage has been received and arrests are imminent.  A reminder to all residents to 
ensure that valuables are not left in the car on view.   

• When residents join Northamptonshire Talking, they can list their location as one 
which has a CCTV device or video bell. 

• The car on High Street, Great Billing has now been removed due to no tax. 

• Theft from the Co-op has reduced but still on going.  
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Reports from Outside Agencies (continued) 
Keith Holland Delamare (WNC) reported the following: 

• On going issues with Veolia picking up reported fly tipping.   
  

Planning 
To consider the following planning applications: 
 

• 2024/3157/FULL - Church Lane Cottage, 27 - 29 Church Lane, Little Billing - Proposed 
new dwelling and drop kerb access - No comments of objections 

• 2024/3522/TPO - 10 Penfold Gardens, Great Billing - Prune of 1 x sweet Chestnut 
Tree - TPO 190-T1 - No comments of objections 

• 2024/3692/ADV - Little Billing Way/A4500 Wellingborough Road Roundabout - 4 no. 
non-illuminated fascia signs - No comments of objections 

• 2024/3778/TCA - The Byrn, 3 Manor Farm Road, Great Billing - Removal of 1 x 
Cupressus - No comments of objections 

• 2024/3782/FULL - 10 Cherry Blossom Close, Great Billing - Replacement and 
extension of existing garden wall on South elevation - No comments of objections 

 
The following determinations had been received from WNC: 

• 2024/0535/FULL - Stone House, Great Billing Park - Proposed single storey front 
extension, balcony to bedroom 1 and proposed triple garage extension to existing 
outbuilding – Approved 

• 2024/1989/FULL - 18 Ham Meadow Drive, Ecton Brook - Demolition of conservatory 
and construction of single storey rear extension to create studio flat with ensuite 
facilities – Approved  

• 2024/2182/TPO - Windrush, Great Billing Park - Fell 1 X Atlas Cedar & one mixed 
group - TPO 201-W1 – Approved  

• 2024/2438/FULL - 27 Ham Meadow Drive, Ecton Brook - Two storey front extension, 
single storey side and rear extension with driveway and parking arrangements – 
Approved  

• 2024/2585/FULL - The Catholic Presbytery 1 Elwes Way, Great Billing - Removal of 5 
x Leylandii trees – Approved  

• 2024/2662/FULL - 14 Lawson Crescent, Great Billing - Two storey side and single 
storey rear extension with new dropped kerb (previously approved under 
N/2020/1420) - Approved 

• 2024/3081/TCA - Old Rectory, Elwes Way, Great Billing - Removal of a sycamore tree 
– Approved 
 

Finance  
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all Members.  
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: as per the following: 
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Authorized Ref 
Amount 
Paid 

THE CONUNDRUMS BAND FOR PARISH FAYRE LGA1972S145(1)(A) 400.00 

BRITISH GAS Installation of check a meter LGA1972S133 568.88 

D F PHIPPS Mow, Strim & Spraying June OSA1906SS9&10 2838.00 

BRITISH GAS PAVILION ELECTRIC JUNE LGA1972S133 130.26. 

N J BARBER LTD PAVILION CLEANING JUNE LGA1972S133 328.08 

Barclaycard BARCLAYCARD PAYMENT LGA1972S111 202.51 

FPWM LTD Pavilion Bin Collection June LGA1972S133 114.82 
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Finance (continued) 
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all Members.  
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: as per the following: 
 

Payee Name Transaction Detail Authorized Ref 
Amount 
Paid 

BACA WORKWEAR & 
SAFETY  Bin Liners x 1 & gloves x 12 LGA1972S111 79.46 

NORTHANTS CALC Clerk listed building training LGA1972S111 50.40 

CLEAR BUSINESS Pavilion Tel/Broadband July TA1984S97 74.47 

O2 GSM/Clerk Mobile June TA1984S97 59.85 
RAYBELL & SONS 
SURFACING  DROP KERB BELLINGE FIELD HA1980SS43&50 5634.00 
LONSDALE DIRECT 
SOLUTIONS Artwork & printing Summer mag LGA1972S142 567.00 
LOCAL LEAFLET DROP 
LIMITED SUMMER MAGAZINE DELIVERY LGA1972S142 351.00 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  PAYROLL/PAYROLL SERVICES JULY LGA1972S112 5218.37 

GOPAK 10 X TABLES & 2 X TROLLEYS PAV LGA1972S133 1753.58 

SSE ENERGY SOLUTIONS STREET LIGHTING JUNE PCA1957S3 242.50 

EASON ELECTRICAL LTD Smoke alarms & emergency light PHA1936S234 2844.00 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion Cleaning July LGA1972S133 328.08 

NEST GSM/CLERK PENSION JULY LGA1972S112 536.90 

NATWEST BANK Bank Charges for June LGA1972S111 10.85 

BRITISH GAS Pavilion Electric July LGA1972S133 107.53 

D F PHIPPS Mow/Strim/ Spraying July 
OSA1906SS9&10 
OSA1906S15 4122.00 

PARISH & SHIRES 
COMMERCIAL  Resurface pathway & driveway HA1980ss43&50 5406.00 

PFK LITTLE JOHN LLP External Audit Service LGA1972S111 756.00 

Barclaycard BARCLAYCARD AUG LGA1972S111 351.28 

FPWM LTD Pavilion bin collection July LGA1972S133 136.21 
ACORN (MK) NURSERIES 
LTD 5 x Replacement trees PHA1936S87 930.00 
PARISH ONLINE - 
GEOXPHERE LTD Annual renewal asset mapping LGA1972S111 336.00 
BACA WORKWEAR & 
SAFETY  Boots, Saw, Gloves, Tape Meas 

LGA1972S111 
LGA1972S112 214.22 

SMALL BUSINESS PAYROLL  Salaries & Payroll Service Aug24 LGA1972S112 5030.12 

Investment Account CCLA DEPOSIT 1 LGA1972S111 50000.00 

Investment Account CCLA DEPOSIT 2 LGA1972S111 50000.00 

CLEAR BUSINESS Pavilion Tel/Broadband August TA1984S97 80.00 

YU ENERGY Gt Bill Street Lights July PCA1957S3 328.95 

Investment Account CCLA DEPOSIT 3 LGA1972S111 50000.00 

Investment Account CCLA DEPOSIT 4 LGA1972S111 50000.00 

O2 Clerk/GSM Mobile Phone July TA1984S97 59.85 

Investment Account Final CCLA Deposit LGA1972S111 50000.00 

ANGLIAN WATER BUSINESS Pavilion Water 10/5-09/8 LGA1972S133 59.10 

YU ENERGY Lt Bill Street Lights July PCA1957S3 25.33 

N J BARBER LTD Pavilion Cleaning August LGA1972S133 328.08 

NATWEST July Bank Charges LGA1972S111 14.49 

NEST Staff Pensions August 2024 LGA1972S112 512.89 
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Finance (continued) 
The schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31.08.24 
 had been forwarded to all Members.  RESOLVED this be approved. 
 
RESOLVED that June 2024 bank reconciliations statements for the current and reserve 
accounts be APPROVED and signed by Cllr. Brett on his return.  The Clerk reported that bank 
account balances as at 31.08.24 were: 
 
                                Current Account                            £9196.31 

                         Reserve Account                           £ 115,000.04 
                         Investment Account                     £250,000.00 
 

The list of works authorised by the clerk under the agreed Scheme of Delegation has been 
forwarded to all Members.  RESOLVED this be approved. 
 

Contractor Works Reason 
Cost 
(net 
vat) 

Date Agreed By 
Clerk 

Budget Codes 

J R 
Goodridge 
& Sons 

Removal & 
replacement 
of plastic 
transition strip 
between the 
pavilion door 
and floor 

Plastic transition 
strip had large hole.  
Work completed in 
holidays as could 
pose as a danger 
for the pre-school 
children 

80.00 09/08/2024 

4300 
Repairs & 

Maintenan
ce 

200 
Pavilion 

  

J & D 
Goodridge 
Building 
Services 

Remove 
damaged 
stonework & 
debris around 
village 
flowerbed, 
take down 
remaining 
stonework if 
not sound, 
clean stone 
ready for 
relaying, relay 
stone to 
match existing 
flowerbed.   

Joy riders have 
collided with the 
flowerbed which 
has damaged the 
flowerbed 

780.00 

20/08/2024 
With agreement 
of Cllr Rockall & 

Cllr Marlow 

4370 
Planter 

Asset & 
Street 

Furnitur
e 

EMR 
333 

Stree
t 

Furni
ture/
Asset

s 

KAMS Tree 
Care Ltd 

Chipping 
around the 
Pocket Park, 
The leys & 
Bellinge Field.  

Large piles of green 
waste following the 
removal of trees 
and branches by 
the GSM have built 
up and need to be 
removed before it 
is set on fire. 

600.00 21/08/2024 
4310 Tree 
Husbandry  

300 
Bellinge 

Field  
310 The 
Leys  410 
Gt Billing 
Pocket 

Park   

 
RESOLVED that the Annual External Audit Report be approved and noted no actions 
required.  
 
RESOLVED that Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been displayed and inspection rights may 
be exercised.  
 
RESOLVED that the Internal Control Report and comments for Quarter 2 2024/2025 be 
APPROVED.  
 
RESOLVED that a further donation of £500.00 be made to the Royal British Legion in 
addition to the purchase of lamp post poppies and wreaths be APPROVED.   
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the one-off annual cost of £803.00 plus VAT to Rialtas Business Solutions to 
provide an asset inventory system be APPROVED along with the future yearly cost of £165.00 
plus vat (and any other price increase).  Cllr. Ward requested that this starts in January when 
the clerk will look to start the piece of work.   
 
RATIFIED that the previously approved payment of £1461.32 plus VAT to Gopak Ltd to supply 
10 new tables and two table trolleys be APPROVED retrospectively. 
 
RESOLVED that the payment of £750.00 plus vat to David Cosby Chartered Surveyors and 
estate Agents to complete a commercial insurance rebuild survey for the Bernard Weston 
Pavilion in preparation of the insurance renewal be APPROVED. 
 
RESOLVED that the payment of £1624.00 including vat to Safe for the supply of a document 
safe be APPROVED. 
 
After much discussion regarding the benefits of using an electronic key tracker safe, it was 
agreed that the clerk along with Cllr. Brett completes more research and bring to the next 
meeting.  
 
RESOLVED that the one-off payment of £1300.00 plus vat for the vat for installation of Microsoft 
Office 365, migration of e-mails and files and training for the GSM and Clerk along with a monthly 
ongoing cost of £87.70 excluding vat for the Microsoft 365 licenses, daily system backups and 
support desk to Cloudy IT be APPROVED. 
 
Other Matters  
Commemoration Plaque. 
RESOLVED that the parish council will install a brass plaque (wording to be provided by the 
family) in honour of the late Cllr. Worthington by her tree on the Leys.  Cllr. Marlow will discuss 
with the family. 
 
Insurance Claim   
Following the damage caused to the Great Billing Parish flower bed on Station Road by joyriders, 
factors including repair costs, excess and likely increase in insurance premiums were considered 
before RESOLVING that no insurance claim will be pursued.   
 
Bonfires 
Cllr. Marlow wanted to discuss the possibility of the GSM to have small fires when clearing 
areas of the parish rather than disposing the green waste at the refuge centre or paying a third 
party to chip.  Cllrs. Pearson and Clements were against this.  A suggestion was made by Billing 
Parish Councils Highways Warden that rather than having a fire or paying for green waste to be 
either chipped or disposed of that the council look to buying its own chipper.   It was 
RESOLVED that the GSM look into the costs of a chipper. 
 
Remembrance Sunday Little Billing 
Cllrs. Brede and Clements were asked if they would like to lay the wreath at this year’s 
Remembrance Sunday Service however both are unavailable.  The clerk advised that Cllr. Brett 
had indicated that should they be unavailable the he would be honoured to lay the wreath on 
behalf of the Parish Council.  
 
Lamppost Flower Baskets 
In the absence of Cllr. Rockall it was agreed that the item would be held over. 
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Other Matters (continued)  
Projects 2025/2026  
RESOLVED that this will be discussed alongside the budget at the budget meeting. 
 
Budget Meeting 
RESOLVED that the budget meeting will be held on 21st October 2024 at 7pm for the finance 
working group and any other councillors that wish to join. 
 
Christmas Parish magazine Ideas# 
The clerk requested that councillors advise her of any potential good news articles from their 
wards as soon as possible so she can start working on the content.  Cllr. Burbidge advised that 
he will provide the churches Christmas timetable and article. 
 
Elwes Arms Asset of Community Value Nomination 
RATIFIED that the previously approved asset of community value nomination for the Elwes 
Arms be APPROVED retrospectively.  
 
Parish Council Coffee Morning  
RESOLVED that a Parish Council Coffee Morning shall be trialled in the Bernard Weston 
Pavilion in the October half term.  Clerk to arrange.    
 
Little Billing Pocket park Volunteers Groups Mower 
Cllrs. Clements advised that it has been agreed with Michael Clasper that a nominate person 
from Little Billing is able to use the Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteers Groups mower to mow 
the verges around Valley Road.  
 
Roundabout Daffodil Planting Licence Terms 
RESOLVED that the WNC Highways licence terms be accepted.  It was APPROVED that £500.00 
(taken from general reserves under new budget heading) maximum can be spent on daffodil 
bulbs (maybe King Alfred) which are to be split between the three grassed roundabouts within 
the parish.  The GSM confirmed that they shall be planted by himself and the volunteers prior 
to the winter setting in. 
 
National Planning Policy Framework Consultation 
RESOLVED that no comments are to be made at this time. 
 
WNC Houses of Multiple Occupancy Consultation 
RESOLVED that the Clerk along with Cllr. Marlow will draw up a response outlining issues 
including, parking, fly tipping and lack of infrastructure. 
 
WNC Local transport Plan Consultation 
Cllr. Holland-Delamare advised that main issues within Billing Parish to comment on are the 
missing services along Fishpond Road and upper section of Ecton Park Road.  The clerk will 
feed this into the consultation. 
 
WNC Climate Change Strategy Consultation 
RESOLVED that no comments are to be made at this time. 
 
Updates  
Clerk update 
The Clerk reported that  

• WNC have approved the Asset of Community Value Nomination for Bellinge Community 
Centre. 
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Updates (continued)  
Sporting Update 

• Abington Phoenix third team are no longer playing at our ground due to the folding of 
the team.  They have approached the cricket league to rejoin under a separate entity 
so have asked if they can use the cricket pitch.  The clerk has confirmed that before an 
agreement is made that she would like confirmation from the cricket league that they 
have been accepted and full prepayment will be required. 

• Billing United are now back playing football matches on Saturday and Sunday 
mornings.     
 

80th Anniversary of VE Day (Victory in Europe Day) 
The clerk confirmed that she has had a meeting with Steve Marsh from The Elwes Arms they 
have approached Eleanor Mattley regarding the entertainment however she is already booked 
for that evening.  Steve Marsh will look to secure a 1940’s act at the earliest opportunity.   
 
Ecton Brook Linear Park 
Cllr Ward has confirmed that he has completed an application with the payback team to try to 
gain help with the Linear Park.     
 
Great Billing Playground 
RESOLVED that the Great Billing Playground and kickboard area will be discussed in the budget 
meeting. 
 
Leisure & Recreation  
GSM Update 
Paul Marks, Parish Green Space Manager reported: 

• The drop kerb at Bellinge Field has been completed  

• The pathway around Great Billing Pocket Park has been relayed.   

• The new smoke alarms and emergency lighting Has been installed in the Bernerd 
Weston Pavilion 

• The new protector has been installed in the Bernerd Weston Pavilion 
 
Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
In his absence Michael Clasper, Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer Group, had forwarded the 
following report:  

• Numerous volunteering sessions have taken place since the July parish Council 

meeting.  Volunteers have been mowing and strimmed the grass cutting back 

overgrowth impeding the footpaths and removed fly tipped rubbish and litter.  

Ecton Brook Residents Group 
No report received 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Cllr. Ward reported: 

• That there was an increase in anti-social behaviour at Ecton Brook lake this summer 
with teenagers drinking and smoking.   

• The oak tree has been stolen / vandalised from Ecton Brook lake. 

• The lake is still silted up. He asked the clerk if she has made any head way with WNC.  
She advised she has not.   

• No wild flowers had been planted by the GSM.  The GSM advised that the area of land 
will be too fertile for wild flowers to grow as they require low quality.  Was suggested 
that maybe look at an alternative.     
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Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere (continued) 
Cllr. Brede has advised that Little Billing Way was clear of parents on school drop off this week. 
 
Cllr. Rev. Burbidge advised that the Church of England through their insurers are arranging the 
repairs on Lt Billing War Memorial and church stone wall following the damage caused by a 
vehicle.      
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.09pm.   
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 14th October 2024 at Bernard Weston 
Pavilion, Gt. Billing. 
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