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The Council has a statutory duty of care to ensure that members of the public and staff are 

not to be put at risk because of any failure by the Council to take all reasonable precautions 

to ensure their safety. 

There will always be risk associated with trees. This risk can be managed and reduced by the 

implementation of a proactive inspection regime to help identify potential failures and 

safety issues with particular trees. 

Trees in areas of low public use will be subject to an informal observation carried out by 

staff familiar with the trees who can report any potential defects to the Green Space 

Manager. Reports of tree-related safety problems arising from informal observations by 

staff or members of the public reporting should be acted upon. Initially, this may take the 

form of a formal inspection by a competent member of staff or an external inspector which 

may result in no further action being required, or in tree surgery, felling or implementing 

measures to manage the area within falling distance of the tree. 

Trees in areas of high public use will be subject to a formal inspection carried out by a 

person with the ability to recognise normal and abnormal appearance and growth for the 

locality. Inspectors need the capacity to assess approximate tree height and falling distance 

from the tree to the area of use and when to request a detailed inspection.  

If, following a formal inspection, a tree shows visible signs of serious ill health or significant 

structural problems, such as substantial fractured branches or a rocking root plate which, 

were they to cause tree failure, could result in serious harm then a detailed inspection will 

be carried out. 

A detailed inspection will be carried out an appropriately competent person with 

appropriate qualifications, experience and professional indemnity and public liability 

insurance. 

 

 


