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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  
7.30pm ON MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2022  

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 
 
PRESENT  J. A. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 

Cllrs., Mrs C. Worthington, Rev. R. Burbidge, Mr J. Clements, Mr M. Pearson, Mr 
S. Rockall, Mr. C. Shah and Mr S. Ward. 

 
 
Also Present:  Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Mr. D. Lang (Highways Warden) 
Mr S. Hoadley (PCSO) 
Cllr. Mr. A. Kilbride (WNC) 
Cllr. Mr K. Holland-Delamere (WNC) 
Mr F. Brett 

   Nineteen Parishioners 
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111 
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Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Mrs G. Chaggar.   
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 26th September 2022 

(Folio Nos. 044/2022 - 051/2022) were approved and signed as a true record. 

To Receive Declarations of Interest Under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
Cllr. M. Pearson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 7d.  
 
Public Forum 
A number of residents wanted to raise their concerns regarding planning - 16 
Standing Stones, Great Billing WNN/2022/1171 -: Lawful Development Certificate 
for Proposed Change of Use of Dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to Children's Care 
Home (Use Class C3(b)) Please refer to appendix item A.  Cllr. Holland-Delamere 
advised that there is a problem with the lack of provision for these facilities 
therefore children are having to be sent out of the county.  The operators of these 
facilities are monitored by Ofsted so it is in their interest to ensure that it is run well 
and to have a good relationship with the neighbours / community surrounding 
them.  Cllr Rockall confirmed that he has a similar facility in his street.  He confirmed 
that it is run well and, in the years, it has been there, there has only been one 
incident which resulted in a visit from the police. See item number 114.7 for further 
information.   
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To Co-opt a New Councillor for Little Billing Ward 
Frank Brett was co-opted to the vacancy of Councillor for Little Billing Ward 
(unanimously endorsed by the council) and was warmly welcomed to the Council. 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies  
Steve Hoadley, PCSO reported: 
Bellinge Anti-Social behaviour see item number 117.3 
Nuisance Motorbikes Throughout Ecton Brook see item number 116.4 
 
Damian Lang, Parish Highway Warden reported: 
 

• Street light L9LMC as head unit facing wrong way 

• Street light L19LMC as covered in trees 

• Overgrown bushes by local shops in Ecton Brook  

• Numerous dirty round signs for cleaning  

• Barrier damaged at crossing at top of Great Billing  

• Road sign on Great Billing Way as one side not attached  

• Street light L14LKV as on in daylight  

• Street light number 7 on Station Road as not working  

• Street lights out on Little Billing Way  
 

Cllr. A. Kilbride 
Bellinge Community House see item number 117.4 
 
Cllr. K. Holland-Delamere 
Has advised that there is a delay on the new Tree Policy being taken to cabinet. 
Debbie MacColl is still working on the reconnecting of the CCTV in Bellinge.  
 
Planning 
 

1. WNN/2022/1056 – 3 Woburn Gate, Ecton Brook - Two storey side extension 
2. WNN/2022/1066 - 11 Paddocks Way, Little Billing - Ground floor lobby 

extension to front elevation, roof conversion to rear elevation, balcony at 
first floor level and garage extensions with addition of dormer windows to 
garage roof. 

3. WNN/2022/1105 - 6 Paddocks Way, Little Billing - First floor extension   
4. WNN/2022/1120 – 5 Elwes Way, Great Billing- T1 Poplar - Remove to 

ground level, T2&3 Conifers - Reduce heights by approx 1.5m, T4 Willow - 
Remove low branch 

5. WNN/2022/1136 - The Catholic Presbytery, Great Billing - T1 Holly removal 
6. WNN/2022/1158 – 101 Orchard Hill - Proposed front porch and proposed 

garage conversion to form habitable room (office) 
 
               No objections 
 

7. WNN/2022/1171 - 16 Standing Stones, Great Billing -: Lawful Development 
Certificate for Proposed Change of Use of Dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to 
Children's Care Home (Use Class C3(b)) – RESOLVED that the Chairman will 
discuss further with Unitary Councillors and planning department to see if 
a meeting can be arranged prior to the decision deadline of 16th December 
2022. 
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Planning (continued) 
The following determinations had been received from WNC: 

 
1. WNN/2022/0193 - Beech House, 44 Penfold Lane, Gt Billing - First floor 

extension and single storey rear extension to create granny annex – 
Approved 

2. WNN/2022/0469 - 83 Station Road, Great Billing - New detached two 
storey, two bedroom dwelling with parking and amenity space – 
Approved 

3. WNN/2022/0677 - Bipin Community Centre, Ecton Brook - Erection of 
external marquee and smoking area – Approved 

4. WNN/2022/0681 - 25 Valley Crescent, Little Billing - Two storey side and 
rear extension to create living space and new garage – Approved 

5. WNN/2022/0801 - 10 Station Road, Great Billing - Single storey rear 
extension – Approved 

6. WNN/2022/0894 – Stone House, Great Billing Park - TPO E (NNC6) - G1 
Oak - Reduce limbs by 3-4m where there are good (120mm diameter) 
lateral growth points to produce a healthy canopy and lightly thin (20-
30%) the upper canopy of one large limb on the west side of the tree to 
reduce sail area – Approved 

7. WNN/2022/0969 - Stone House Great Billing Park - TPO E (NCC 6) - G1 - 
Cut back overgrown and dangerous trees (identified on map) – Approved 

8. WNN/2022/1028 - 26 Home Farm Close, Little Billing - Two storey 
extensions to side and rear together with garage conversion, new porch 
and incorporating first floor annex – Approved 

9. WNN/2022/1120 - 5 Elwes Way, Great Billing - T1 Poplar - Remove to 
ground level, T2&3 Conifers - Reduce heights by approx 1.5m, T4 Willow - 
Remove low branch - Approved 
 

Finance 
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all 
Members.  RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: 
 

Small Business Payroll Salaries and monthly fee (Sept) 
Forde & McHugh, Steet Light repairs x 2 Lt Billing 
N J Barber Minster Cleaning), Cleaning of the Pavilion for Sept 
Unicom, Telephone & Broadband for the Pavilion (Sept) 
Stanair, call out temp repair for Pavilion Shutter 
Footprint, Pavilion General Waste Removal (August) 
Eason Electrical, PAT testing portable parish electrical equipment  
ESPO, White Tissue, Litter pickers, bin liner holders, soap & padlock 
F S Training, Replacement Defibrillator Pads (due to use in August) 
BACA, Road closed signs, rake, bin bags, gloves  
PFK Little John, External Audit of accounts for 2021/2022 
GSM & Clerk Mobile Phone (21/09/22 – 20/10/22) 
NEST, Pension Contribution for September 
Small Business Payroll, Shortfall on September Salaries 
Stanair, Final 50% payment for replacement office shutter 
D F Phipps, Mow & Strim the Leys x 1, Church Way & Celebration Ave 
x 3, Bellinge Field & football pitch x 1, Gt Billing pocket park and 
sports field x 2, Lt Billing Village Green x 1, Spray around church wall 
Small Business Payroll Salaries and monthly fee (OCT) 
D F Phipps, Supply and deliver Grass Seed 
Stanair, Repair of Main Hall Shutter  
NCALC, Clerk VAT Training  

 

LGA1972s112  
PCA1957s.3 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s133 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
PHA1936s234 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s133 
LGA1972s112 
LGA1972s112 
LGRA1997, S31 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
 
 
LGA1972s112  
OSA1906s9 & 10 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 

3700.00 
300.00 
218.78 
55.16 
160.74 
111.68 
90.00 
171.46 
75.48 
245.53 
720.00 
46.89 
370.55 
342.70 
1306.20 
2070.00 
 
 
3700.00 
170.00 
1104.90 
36.00 
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Finance (continued) 
N J Barber Minster Cleaning), Cleaning of the Pavilion for Oct 
Unicom, Telephone & Broadband for the Pavilion (Oct) 
SSE, Unmetered Supply Street Lighting & CCL Gt Billing  
SSE, Unmetered Supply Street Lighting Lt Billing 
BCW Office Products, 2 x Road Closure Notice Signs 
Natalie Green, Account conversion & adhoc advice for AGAR 
FPWM LTD, Pavilion General Waste Removal (SEPT) 
Small Business Payroll, Shortfall on OCT Salaries 
NEST, Pension Contribution for OCT 
Wilson Browne, ABORTIVE INV - LEGAL FEES BCH 
D F Phipps, Mow & Strim Church Way & Celebration Ave x 2, Bellinge 
football pitch x 1, Gt Billing pocket park and sports field x 1, Lt Billing 
Village Green x 1, Spray around church wall/ wild flower area on Leys, 
Harrow Bellige Field & The Leys, Clear Iris, remove debris and clear silt 
from Church Way 
O2, Clerk & GSM Mobile Phone (21/07/22 – 20/08/22) 
Pocklingtons, Hedge Cutting The Leys & Bellinge Field 
Forde & McHugh, Repair to street light number 82 
 

LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s133 
PCA1957s.3  
PCA1957s.3  
RTRA1984s72 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s112 
LGA1972s112 
LGA1972s111 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
 
 
 
 
LGA1972s133 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
PCA1957s.3  
 

218.78 
57.13 
 
283.73 
157.20 
714.00 
93.01 
342.70 
370.55 
750.00 
1644.00 
 
 
 
 
46.89 
330.00 
192.00 
 

 
The schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget up to 31.10.22 
had been forwarded to all Members.  Cllr. Burbidge queried the costs for the 
stationary had gone over budget.  The clerk advised that this was a coding 
discrepancy and has been amended. RESOLVED this be approved. 
 
The schedule showing accounts for the second quarter to 30.09.2022 had been 
forwarded to all Members.  RESOLVED this be approved. 
 
The Clerk reported that reconciled bank account balances as at 31.10.22 were: 
       Current Account                            £23,127.66 

Reserve Account                         £392,123.46 
 
RESOLVED that the Notice and Conclusion of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2021/2022 forwarded to all Members be approved 
retrospectively. 
 
RESOLVED that the Internal Control procedure for Quarter Two forwarded to all 
Members be approved. 
 
RESOLVED that the date to discuss and approve the budget for financial year 
2023/2024 will be 28th November 2022 at 7.00pm at the Bernard Weston 
Pavilion. 
 
RESOLVED that the estimate provided by Miller Electrical Solutions at £495.00 plus 
vat to connect the power to the phone box and install the defibrillator be 
APPROVED retrospectively. Clerk to arrange.  
 
RESOLVED that the estimate provided by F C Training to replace the obsolete 
Bellinge defibrillator with a Cardiac Science G5 at a cost of £1225.00 plus VAT be 
APPROVED. Clerk to arrange. 
 
RESOLVED that the estimate provided by Raybell and Sons to create two new Truck 
turning circles on Bellinge Field at a cost of £6945.00 plus VAT be APPROVED. Clerk 
to arrange. 
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CLERK 
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Finance (continued) 
RESOLVED that the estimate provided by Dura Pump to repair the existing 
damaged footstool on the Pavilion waste pump at a cost of £1704.49 plus VAT be 
APPROVED and £500.00 for pump out. Clerk to arrange. 
 
Other Matters 
Rotary Beckets Offer of Planting Saplings 
It was RESOLVED that the parish currently have nowhere to plant the saplings.  
Clerk to inform Rotary Becket. 
 
WNC Warm Spaces 
After a discussion it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council are unable to provide 
the Pavilion as part of the Warm Spaces initiative due to its current usage. 
 
Great Billings Damaged Speed Humps 
The speed humps throughout Great Billing Village are extremely damaged which 
is causing damage to resident cars.  Due to this people are driving on the other 
side of the road which is putting other road users and pedestrians at risk of 
being hurt.  It was RESOLVED for the clerk to attend a site meeting with 
Highways to discuss further.  
 
Nuisance Motorbikes Throughout Ecton Brook  
PCSO Hoadley is currently working on a new motorcycle operation which is 

Intelligence based. Corby have been running an operation that has been very 

successful and they would like to replicate here.  They have funding for one 

camera and are looking for funding for a second camera.  The cost for this will 

be £600.00.  It was RESOLVED that a grant of £600.00 shall be given for the 

purchase of the camera which will be used within the Parish and its borders. 

Defibrillator in Little Billing 
Following the request from Little Billing residents who attended the September 
Parish Council Meeting if the Parish Council could have a defibrillator installed 
within their ward, it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council could look to fund 
this (the other Parish owned Defibrillators were purchased from funds raised) if 
a suitable location can be found to install it.  Little Billing Ward Councillors to 
look into. 
 
Resighting of Little Billing Noticeboard 
Cllr. Clements has suggested that the notice board be relocated on the right-
hand side of the carpark area on Valley Road.  Cllr. Clements shall pass on the 
details to the clerk who will contact Highways.  
 
Damage on Little Billing Village Green 
Cllr. Clements has advised that there is a large deep gully has been created on 
Little Billing Village Green (Valley Crescent) by vehicles driving over this as the 
turning is too tight.  Highways completed a site visit and discussed rectification 
options however nothing has happened since.   Cllr. Kilbride will pick this up 
with Highways. 
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Updates 
Clerk update 
The Clerk reported that  

• Winter parish magazine has been completed and is awaiting printing.  
Should be delivered prior to 4th December. 

• The DNO on the lamp on High Street Great Billing has been completed and 
awaiting confirmation if any refund due as works quoted were not needed. 

• The road closure for Remembrance Sunday went well and was attended by 
around 180 people. 

• Lamppost 82 in Little Billing has been repaired 

• The Boundary Review was completed and submitted for WNC. It has been 
proposed that Billing will have its own Unitary Ward and have two unitary 
councillors (all wards would be included within this). 

• Budget is still on going 

• She has arranged for Nene River Trust to view the erosion of the banks of 
Billing Brook at Little billing Pocket Park on 17th November at 9.30am.  They 
will not only be able to advise on options that can be taken but also advise 
on specialist companies who can complete the works and what grants are 
available. 
    

Sporting Update 
Horton Cricket Club has now confirmed for 2023 season.   
 
Anti-Social behaviour in Bellinge 
PCSO’S Working in partnership with WNCs Anti-Social Behaviour Team have been 
successful in getting Two 30 Month Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBO’S) Issued.  
Since the order was issued at Northamptonshire Youth Court on the 18th October 
2022 no incidents of anti-social behaviour have been report.  The order will expire 
on 17th April 2025.   
 
Bellinge Community House 
Cllr. Kilbride confirmed that talks are still ongoing between WNC, Growing 
Together and Community Spaces regarding the reopening of Bellinge Community 
House for the remaining time left on the lease.  A public consultation will take 
place to ask the residents of Bellinge what they would like to see Bellinge 
Community House provide the community, so this can be considered when the 
lease expires.  
 
Ecton Brook Linear Park 
Cllr. Ward has advised some work has been started however this has come to a 
complete stop again.  Cllr. Holland-Delamere advised that there are delays on the 
Tree Strategy and also restrictions on spending over £500.00 which may be adding 
to the delay.    
 
Working towards Climate Emergency Declaration 
Held Over 
 
Leisure & Recreation 
GSM Update 

• Bushes on the corner of Fieldmill Road outside the Deers Leap Public House 
have been cut. 
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Leisure & Recreation (continued) 

• The patio area behind Millbank, Ecton Brook on Linear Park has now been 
cleared 

• The War Memorial at Great Billing was cleared by the volunteers and jet 
washed. 

• The sign post in Little Billing Pocket Park has been removed due to 
vandalism. 

• The Parish Noticeboard on valley Road has been removed ready to be 
refurbished and resighted at a later date. 

• The ivy has been removed from inside of the phone box and glass replaced 
ready for the defibrillator to be installed. 
 

Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
In his absence Michael Clasper, Little Billing Pocket Park Volunteer Group, had 
forwarded the following report:  
 
Numerous volunteering sessions have been held since the last meeting where 
volunteers mowed and stimmed the path edges, picnic area and orchard, cut back 
overhanging branches from the footpaths and collected and removed fly tipping and 
litter. 
 
Ecton Brook Residents Group 
In her absence Sally Jordan, Ecton Brook Residents Association, had forwarded the 
following report: 

• Planning is underway for the Christmas period (Advent Window Trail, Carol 
singing and a visit from the man in the red suit).  

• A book swap for children has been set up.  The cabinet which was kindly 
built by a local resident and monitored CCTV can be found on the corner of 
Ecton Brook Road by the Ecton Brook Primary School.   

• Members of Ecton Brook Residents Group are buying Christmas presents 
for the most disadvantaged children within the area but need help to find 
out who these families are. 

 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere  
Cllr. Ward advised that he has been approached by a business owner regarding 
private and confidential e-mails that have been sent to WNC.  A data protection 
investigation is currently ongoing. 
 
Cllr. Clements wanted to find out whether Billing Aquadrome will be resuming its 
set closure in January.  Cllr. Marlow confirmed that the residents have not been 
made aware as yet. 
 
Cllr. Burbidge wanted to thank all that attended the remembrance service on 
Sunday and handed out a list of events which will be taking place throughout 
December.   
 
Exclusion of the press and public – due to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted the press and the public are excluded from the next items on the 
agenda:  
 
It was RESOLVED that the overtime for the clerk be approved. 
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Exclusion of the press and public – due to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted the press and the public are excluded from the next items on the 
agenda:  
 
It was RESOLVED that a review of staff contracts and job descriptions be completed. 
A small working party has been formed. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.11pm. 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 12th December 
2022 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, Gt. Billing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Appendix A 

14th November 2022 - Billing Parish Council Meeting 
 
Opposition from Standing Stones residents in relation to WNN/2022/1171 
 
Introduction 

I speak on behalf of Standing Stones residents, many of whom are here tonight. 

 

Background 

To summarise: Changing Lives Care Group Ltd, a for profit registered company, has applied 

for a Lawful Development Certificate at 16 Standing Stones - a 6 bedroom detached house. 

The application is for change of use from C3 (Dwellinghouse) to C3(b) Children’s Care 

Home. The proposal is to house 3 children, aged 8-18, with behavioural and/or emotional 

difficulties, alongside carers working on shift patterns and rotas - 3 staff in the day-time and 2 

staff at night-time, in addition to various other visitors from time to time. 

The planning application was submitted to Northampton’s Planning Department on 21st 

October (3 and a half weeks ago). Not a single house on Standing Stones received 

notification from the Council regarding the application - we are very disappointed about this. 

The application was only brought to light to Standing Stones residents on 7th November 

(exactly a week ago) when an ex-resident informed one of the current residents. The 

information about the application was shared on the Standing Stones Whatsapp group chat - 

a group which has representation from nearly all households on Standing Stones. 

 

Concerns 

It quickly became apparent that all residents on Standing Stones are very concerned about 

the plans. 

On the application there is no further elaboration on the children’s behavioural or emotional 

issues but further research led us to learn about possible complexities including: 

● Unpredictable impulsive behaviour. 

● Verbal threats. 

● Physical aggression. 

● Theft. 

● Vandalism. 

● Drugs/alcohol abuse. 

Being around such complexities can inevitably fundamentally negatively change the 

dynamics of what is currently a street with great community spirit. It could become a very 

intimidating atmosphere, especially for the many retired folk on Standing Stones. It could 

also lead to negative influences on the growing number of children living on Standing 

Stones. We’re at risk of losing our peaceful and safe environment. The proposals are 

causing a lot of distress and anxiety to residents. 

Whatmore, the proposal contravenes a restrictive covenant which each and every house on 



 

 

Standing Stones has. The restrictive covenant reads: 

 
Action taken so far 

Speed is of essence to stop the proposal going ahead - the Planning Department’s deadline 

for decision is only a month away - 16th December. Steps taken so far by Standing Stones 

residents include: 

● Writing objection letters to the owners of the property (their names/address was 

obtained from Land Registry) and also the care home company. 

● Filing objections on the Northampton Planning Portal. 

● Letters/objections were written independently by each household stating our 

concerns surrounding issues like safety, change to community atmosphere, 

increased traffic, etc. We also raised awareness that the plans breach restrictive 

covenants. We have also questioned whether C3(b) is the correct classification - 

perhaps C2 (Residential Institution) is the more relevant classification. 

 

Shortcoming of planning application assessment 

Despite making our objections we are still very concerned. Searching on the Northampton 

Planning Portal shows that Northampton’s Planning Department have never rejected a 

similar application. From county to county, there appears to be an element of subjectivity in 

the classification of whether the change is classed as a “material” change in usage or not - if 

it’s deemed “material” then a full planning application is required (with neighbour 

consultation). However, if the Planning Department agree with the applicant that the change 

“isn’t material” then we are worried that the Northampton Planning Department will issue a 

Lawful Development Certificate. We have been informed by the Northampton Planning 

Department that applications for Lawful Development Certificates only require adherence to 

planning policy and no neighbour objections need to be taken on board. We’ve also been 

informed that restrictive covenants are beyond the scope of planning applications and they 

are a separate matter - a legal matter. 

 

Going forward 

We, the residents of Standing Stones, request the support and guidance of Billing Parish 

Council towards our objection of the proposal and also towards enforcement of restrictive 

covenants. The proposed plan is clearly a business undertaking - i.e., a substantial material 

change of property use - this is not something we want in a street that currently consists of 

houses with single family occupancy. The proposed plans have potential to cause a large 

imbalance to the workings of our peaceful community environment 


