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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  
7.30pm ON MONDAY 11th JULY 2022  

AT BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 
 
 
PRESENT  J. A. Marlow (Chairman of Billing Parish Council) 

Cllrs. Mrs C. Worthington, Mr D. Brede, Rev. R. Burbidge, Mr J. Clements, Mr M. 
Pearson, Mr S. Rockall, Mr. C. Shah, Mr. S. Ward. 

 
 
Also Present:  Mrs. C. Goodridge (Clerk to Billing Parish Council) 

Mr. P. Marks (Green Space Manager) 
Cllr. Mr. P. Clark (WNC) 
Cllr. Mr. J. Hill (WNC) 

   Two Parishioners 
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Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Mrs G. Chaggar.  Apologies were 
also received from Highways Warden Damian Lang and Unitary Councillor Mr K. 
Holland-Delamere. 
 
Minutes  
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 13th June 2022 (Folio 

Nos. 031/2022 - 035/2022) were approved and signed as a true record. 

Declarations of Interest 
None declared 
 
Public Forum 
A resident wanted to again highlight the escalating anti-social behaviour on Bellinge.  
There are concerns of the lone working in Bellinge Community House and has 
resulted in them remaining closed in the day apart from when there are planned 
activities. Cllr. Holland-Delamere and Cllr. Clark have spoken to PCSO’s and 
suggested that they use Bellinge Community House as a base for them to work from.   
 
New clothing recycling bins have appeared in the car parks in Ecton Brook and 
Bellinge.  Cllr. Clark have advised that these have been placed illegally and is already 
looking into getting these removed. 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies  
In his absence Damian Lang, Parish Highway Warden reported: 
 

• Sunken footpath near Kingscroft Court was repaired within five days. 
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Reports from Outside Agencies (continued) 

• Broken concrete around sewage drain behind Fisher close. Highways have 
referred this to Anglian water whose responsibility it is. 

• Keep left sign missing on Great Billing Way has been repaired 

• Fallen tree blocking footpath behind Manorfield Close 
 
In his absence Cllr. Holland-Delamere (WNC) reported: 

• Wooden bridge at linear park should be fixed before the 29th July. 

• He will try to progress the other issues at linear park this week. 
 
Planning 

1 WNN/2022/0561 - The Old Convent, 29 High Street, Great Billing - T1 Yew - 
Reduce crown by approx 25%, T2 Pine - Remove lowest major limb –  
No comments or objections 

2 WNN/2022/0623 – 102 Valley Road, Little Billing – Single storey and side 
extension –  
No comments or objections 

3 WNN/2022/0645 / WNN/2022/0646 - The Priory, 1 Orchard Hill - Listed 
Building Consent application for single storey office extension –  
No comments or objections 

4 WNN/2022/0677 – Bipin Community Centre, Ecton Brook, Erection of 
external marquee –   
This should be a retrospective application as it has been in situ for two 
years.  The area is being used for events and frequently causes noise 
complaints – Clerk to send letter of concern to WNC 

5 WNN/2022/0681 – 25 Valley Crescent, Little Billing – Two storey side and 
rear extension to create living space and new garage –  
No comments or objections 
CS 306790_00 / VF 21661 – Manorfield Road, Little Billing – Base Station 
Installation -   
Clerk to send letter to WNC to request that the base station is made to fit 
in with its surroundings 
 

The following determinations had been received from WNC: 
1 WNN/2022/0164 - 10 Windflower Place, Ecton Brook - Demolish & rebuild 

fire damaged dwelling - Approved  
2 WNN/2022/0463 - 7 Lady Winefrides Walk, Great Billing - Demolition of 

existing garage construction of new two storey side extension and single 
storey rear extension - Approved  

3 WNN/2022/0505 - 37 Ashmead, Little Billing - T1 Oak - Reduce height and 
width - Approved 

4 WNN/2022/0561 - The Old Convent, 29 High Street, Great Billing - T1 Yew 
- Reduce crown by approx 25%, T2 Pine - Remove lowest major limb - 
Approved 
 

Finance 
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all Members.  
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: 
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Finance (continued) 
Small Business Payroll Salaries and monthly fee (June) 
SSE, Unmetered Supply Street Lighting & CCL (May) 
Blast From The Past, Band for Billing Fayre 
O2, Clerk & GSM Mobile Phone (21/05/22 – 20/06/22) 
BACA, Bin lIners, Warning Tape, Cable Ties, safety specs 
Unicom, Telephone & Broadband for the Pavilion (June) 
British Gas, Pavilion Electricity Usage (16/05/22-1/06/2022) 
N J Barber (Minster Cleaning), Cleaning of the Pavilion for June 
Beach Marketing, Art Work for Spring News Letter 
GM Supplies, Two stroke oil & chain oil 
NEST, Pension Contribution for June 
Small Business Payroll, Shortfall on June Salaries 
Footprint, Pavilion General Waste Removal (May) 
Lynx Fire & Security, CCTV upgrade at GT Billing Pocket Park 
Dura Pump, Call out to investigate failed pump system 
Sywell Mowers, Repair to GSM Mower  
Stanair, 50% payment for replacement office shutter 
Rialtas, Software install, set up, licence, clerk training & support & 
maintenance 
NCALC, Social Media Training David Brede – CiLCA training for clerk 
NCALC, Membership 2022/2023 ISA & Data Protection officer fee 
Barclaycard Commercial, Statement for May 
Fox Waste, Empty Pavilion Drain before and after Billing Fayre 
D F Phipps, Mowing Little Billing Village Green x 1 
D F Phipps, Mowing & Strimming Great Billing Fields 1, 2 & 3 x 1 
D F Phipps, Mowing & Strimming Bellinge Field & Fball pitch x 2 
D F Phipps, Mowing strimming Leys, Celebration Ave & Church Way x2 
D F Phipps, Supply, installation of 2 plaques and 1 x wasted journey 
D F Phipps, Spraying The leys, Bellinge Field, Church Way, Wild flower area 
 

LGA1972s112  
PCA1957s.3 
LGA1972s145 
LGA1972s133 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s133 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s142 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s112 
LGA1972s112 
LGA1972s111 
LGRA1997 
LGA1972S133 
LGA1972s111 
LGRA1997,S31 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s143 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
OSA1906s9 & 10 
 

 
 

3700.00 
257.89 
260.00 
46.89 
102.54 
50.77 
49.49 
218.78 
432.00 
24.98 
370.55 
342.70 
106.93 
2623.80 
716.40 
595.00 
1306.20 
3423.60 
639.60 
2790.55 
330.46 
420.00 
72.00 
462.00 
972.00 
1188.00 
169.20 
288.00 
 

 
The schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to Budget for the first 
quarter to 30.06.22 had been forwarded to all Members.  RESOLVED this be 
approved. 
 
The schedule showing accounts for the first quarter to 30.06.22 had been forwarded 
to all Members.  RESOLVED this be approved. 
 
The schedule showing the Internal Control check as at 30.06.22.  RESOLVED this be 
approved. 
 
The Clerk reported that reconciled bank account balances as at 30.06.22 were: 
       Current Account                            £22,649.35 

Reserve Account                         £351,887.03 
 

D F Phipps have advised that there will be an increase in price due to fuel increases. 
The Leys, Bellinge Field and Great Billing Sports field and areas two and three 
£10.00 per cut; Church Way, Celebration Avenue and Little Billing Village Green 
£5.00 per cut. 
It was RESOLVED that the increases be approved but be monitored.  It has also been 
requested by Cllr. Ward that DF Phipps state dates of mowing on their invoices.  
Clerk to request this with DF Phipps. 
 
Other Matters 
It was RESOLVED that the objective / pre-budget meeting shall be held on 12th 
September at 7.00pm  
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It was RESOLVED that the Great Billing Ladies Group could use the Bernard Weston 
Pavilion for free to hold a fund-raising event (coffee morning) in August. Clerk to 
liaise with group to arrange date. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Green Space Manager can get quotations to replace the 
wooden benches with metal ones on Bellinge Field up to £1000.00 each. 
 
It was RESOLVED that KAM’s can make an application to WNC on behalf of the 
Parish Council to complete for necessary safety works to be completed on a TPO 
tree in Great Billing Pocket Park and if permission is granted to proceed with the 
work at the cost of £1200.00 plus VAT.  GSM to liaise with KAMS. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk will write to WNC asking them to revisit the 
residents of Cumbrae Drive request to install a Pelican / Puffin crossing installed on 
Billing Way nearer the junction of Overmead Road.   
 
It was RESOLVED that Sue Harris (previous Parish Clerk) will be kept on to complete 
the oral history of Great Billing project and on hand if the existing clerk needs any 
additional help.  Clerk to advise Small Business Payroll 
 
It was RESOLVED that Bizzy Bears can install at their own cost; all necessary grab 
rails required.  Clerk to advise Bizzy Bears 
 
Updates 
Clerk update 
The Clerk reported that  

• The transfer of Bellinge Community House has not progressed.  Cllr. Marlow 
advised that he has concerns regarding the transfer due to the current 
tenants Bellinge Community House Charity being unsure of their future.  They 
are due to reconvene in six weeks with a plan on how they are going to move 
forward so the transfer will remain on hold until after the next Parish Council 
meeting in September.   

• The new OMEGA accounting software has been installed and the accounts 
from April, May and June are being entered. 

• Unfortunately, there will be no Summer Parish Magazine but the articles will 
be used for the Winter Edition.  

• The Definitive Map Modification Order Application forms have now been 
received ready to complete. 

• No further update on yellow line installation 

• The road closure request for Remembrance Sunday has been approved 
 

Sporting Update 
The cricket season will be coming to a close so the last match shall be played in 
August.  Alongside this there may be a couple of friendly football matches taking 
place before the official season starts in September. 
 
Anti-Social behaviour in Bellinge 
Please see item number 82.1 for back ground.  The clerk will write a letter to the Chief 
Constable Nick Adderley and Fire and Crime Commissioner Stephen Mold to advise 
of the issues the impact this is having on the residents and businesses in the area.  
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Proposed path for Ecton Brook Linear Park  
Cllr. Ward has advised that Veolia have agreed to complete the works in Linear Park 
that were included on the report that was sent to WNC some months ago.  He was 
advised that work should start in October, however work has already started but 
they are leaving the wood on site. 
 
Working towards Climate Emergency Declaration 
Cllr. Brede advised the Climate Café were unable to attend the Summer Fayre 
however will try to arrange something in the future.  He will check his diary dates 
and let the Clerk know if he can attend the NCALC Climate Change Zoom Conference 
on 22nd November 2022 from 9.30am to 12.30pm.  
 
Leisure & Recreation 
GSM Update 

• Mowing, Hedge Cutting and strimming is ongoing 

• Bellinge Field path leading from Old School Close up to the top of the hill 
has been completed 

• The CCTV upgrade has been completed at Great Billing Pocket Park 

• The trim trail has now been installed in Great Billing Pocket Park playground 

• Authorisation has been given to DuraPump for the works to proceed and 
we are awaiting a start date 

 
Little Billing Pocket Park Update 
In the volunteering sessions held on 25th June and 9th July volunteers mowed and 
stimmed the path edges, picnic area and orchard, cut back overgrowth and 
collected and removed the litter.  
 
Ecton Brook Residents Association 
In her absence Sally Jordan, Ecton Brook Residents Association, had forwarded the 
following report: 

• Thank you to Paul Marks for making it possible for them to raise so much 
money at the Billing Fayre which will be used to fund children’s activities, 
upkeep of the gardens and litter picking equipment. 

• They have written to the unitary councillors highlighting issues within Ecton 
Brook including NPH properties, both the doctor’s surgery and pharmacy, 
anti-social behaviour and overgrown trees and bushes. 

• They are planning a children’s summer holiday pictorial treasure hunt.  

•  Litter picking and gardening are continuing with her new helper Danny. 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere 
Cllr. Burbidge wanted to ask if the tree in the church yard is going to cut back.  The 
clerk has advised that this is being chased but no date has yet been given. 
 
Cllr. Clements wanted to see if Idverde had done anything regarding the leaning 
post.  The GSM advised no but this will be chased 
 
Cllr. Brede wanted to know if WNC still complete gulley clearing.  Cllr. Hill has 
advised that they do have a schedule and he will share this with the clerk. 
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Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere (continued) 
Cllr. Ward wanted to advise that the patio area is again over grown behind 
Millbank.  He has advised that Cllr. A. MacBride gave some money from his 
empowerment fund a couple of years ago so could use this to get a contractor to 
complete it.  Clerk will look into if the money was ever received and if so, how 
much.   
 
He also wanted to chase up the planting of the tree at Ecton Brook Lake.  The GSM 
advised that it is too hot to plant now however he will remove the concrete and old 
tree in preparation to the planting in October.  This will include a wooden surround 
so that it can’t be vandalised. 
 
 
Cllr. Pearson wanted to know if the fallen tree on the pathway behind Billing Brook 
has been cleared.  The clerk has confirmed that it had. 
 
 
Cllr. Rockall wanted to thank the GSM, Clerk, Highways Warden, Councillors and 
Volunteers who gave up their personal time to assist him with the Billing Parish 
Summer Fayre.   He also wanted to give a special thank you to Unitary Cllr. Paul 
Clark for agreeing to be our designated first aider and for the care that he showed 
the residents.  The day turned out to be the busiest yet with over thirty stalls 
(unfortunately, due to the lack of Parish Councillor attendance they were unable to 
have a councillor’s stall) who all said that they made the more money than previous 
years.  Please save the date of 24th June 2023for the next Annual Billing Parish 
Fayre. 
 
He also wanted to suggest that next year that the Parish look to buy some of the 
lamppost mounted flower baskets that can be seen around Northampton Town 
Centre to place within our four wards.  Clerk will look into. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.49pm. 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 12th September 
2022 at Bernard Weston Pavilion, Gt. Billing. 
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