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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30pm 

ON MONDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2019 
AT THE BERNARD WESTON PAVILION, GREAT BILLING 

 
 
PRESENT  Councillor J. Marlow (Chairman) 
   Councillors Mrs S. Jordan, Mrs C. Worthington, D. Brede, R. Burbidge, 

J. Clements, A. Jones, D. Nash, M. Pearson, S. Rockall, S, Ward 
Also Present:  Mrs. S. Harris (Clerk to the Council) 
   Paul Marks (Green Space Manager) 
   Cllr. Andy Kilbride (NCC & NBC) 
   Damian Lang (Parish Highway Warden) 
   Liz Newbery (NBC Neighbourhood Warden)  
   4 Parishioners 
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Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Mrs Kaur Chagger (ill). 
 
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 2019 (Folio Nos. 
045/2019 – 050/2019) were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
Declarations of Interest 
There were none. 
 
Public Forum 
No-one wished to speak 
 
Reports from Outside Agencies 
Cllr. Andy Kilbride reported: 

➢ The new playground at what will be known as Pennycress Park has now 
been completed.  New equipment at Helicopter Park should also be 
completed shortly. 

➢ A new footpath has been laid at Pennycress Place and the bushes have 
been cut back. 

➢ Bipin Brook will now be the new polling station for Ecton Brook Ward. 
 
Damian Lang, Parish Highway Warden reported: 

➢ The recent heavy rain has caused a lot more potholes. 
➢ He has reported various streetlights not working, blocked drains and asked 

for leaves to be swept in Elwes Way and Church Walk. 
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Reports from Outside Agencies (Continued) 
There is also an ongoing problem with dangerously overhanging shrubbery on the 
entrance/exit to Ecton Brook and the A4500.  This has been reported by Damian 
and by Liz Newbery but so far nothing has been done. 
 
Liz Newbery, NBC Neighbourhood Warden reported: 

➢ She is conducting a Safety and Environmental programme with Year 5 
children at Ecton Brook School over six sessions.  She had hoped the final 
session would consist of a visit to the Safety Centre at Milton Keynes and 
is in the process of attempting to obtain funding towards the cost of this.  
This item will be put on the agenda for the December meeting. 

➢ There are issues with car repairers in Bellinge. 
 
Planning 
N/2019/1318 – Former Ecton Brook Care Home, Ecton Brook Road – Demolition 
of existing building and erection of 21 x new affordable homes (comprising 4 no 1-
bed maisonettes, 8 no 2-bed houses and 9 no 3-bed houses) together with 
associated parking and landscaping.  Although the Parish Council is, in principle, in 
favour of this planning application many concerns and queries had been raised by 
Councillors.  The Clerk had written to Planning Department outlining these and 
asked for a meeting to discuss further.  It may be that this application should be 
‘called in’. 
 
The following determinations had been received from NBC: 
N/2019/0900 – 1 Chantry Close, Great Billing – Construction of pitched roof 
wooden gazebo with 2no enclosed sides (half wood/half glazed panels) in rear 
garden.  APPROVED. 
N/2019/1040 – 6 Riverwell, Ecton Brook – Variation of Conditions 2 and 5 of 
Planning Permission N/2018/0013 (Ground and first floor side extension and 
conversion of garage to habitable room) to amend first floor layout and window 
alterations to first floor rear elevation (Retrospective).  APPROVED. 
N/2019/1181 – Oldways, 7 Elwes Way, Great Billing – Works to 9 trees in 
Conservation Area.  APPROVED. 
 
Finance 
The list of Accounts for Approval for Payment had been forwarded to all members.  
RESOLVED that payment be made as per the following: 
 

 
Small Business Payroll (Oct Salaries and monthly fee) 
Clare Bulb Co (2500 x Daffodil 250 x Bluebell bulbs) 
Footprint Recycling (Waste Collections – Pavilion – Sept)  
FS Training (Defibrillator/Case/Wall Unit – r Ecton Brook)* 
Unicom (Telephone & Broadband – Pavilion - Oct) 
Small Business Payroll (Oct account deficit) 
Aylesbury Mains (Repair Lamp 57 – Outside Pavilion) 
NEST (GSM Pension Contributions – Oct) 
Barclaycard Commercial (Fuel for GSM Vehicle) 
Royal British Legion (Donation to Poppy Appeal) 
Eason Electrical (PAT Testing – Pavilion)  
Minster Cleaning (Pavilion Cleaning – Oct) 
O2 (GSM Mobile –Oct statement ) 

Power of Expenditure 
LGA1972s112 
OSA1906s9&10 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s133 
LGA1972s112 
PCA1957s.3 
LGA1972s112 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s137 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s133 
 

Inc. VAT 
3,700.00 

528.55 
78.78 

1,896.00 
46.68 

697.25 
70.20 

269.69 
80.01 

400.00 
72.00 

316.28 
26.40 
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Finance (Continued) 
Accounts approved for payment (Cont..) 
 

 
ESPO (20 ltrs Proff Contract) 
SSE (Unmetered electricity – street lighting Oct) 
BACA (2 boxes Wheelie Bin Liners) 
Footprint Recycling (Waste Collections – Pavilion – Oct)  
Tony Rowen (Editing of Christmas 2019 Newletter) 
D F Phipps (October Mowing/Strimming) 
 

Power of Expenditure 
LGA1972s111 
PCA1957s.3 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s111 
LGA1972s142 
OSA1906s9&10 
 

Inc. VAT 
23.26 

276.21 
100.80 

94.20 
200.00 
990.00 

 

 
A copy of the schedule showing Income and Expenditure compared to budget for 
the period to 31.10.19 had been forwarded to all members.  RESOLVED this be 
approved. 
 
The Clerk reported that the second half of the precept had been received and that 
reconciled bank account balances as at 31.10.19 were: 

➢ NatWest Current Account                             £26,802.16 
➢ NatWest Reserve Account                          £245,463.92 

 
RESOLVED that approval be given retrospectively to the emergency repair of the 
roof to the pavilion extension.  The repair has been successfully completed but as 
yet the invoice has not been received. 
 
The GSM explained his solution to the repair and renovation of the pavilion car park.  
He had received four quotations and he recommended the cheapest of the four, i.e. 
£4,799 plus the cost of gravel and contractor’s fee for prior excavation.  RESOLVED 
that subject to obtaining recommendations from other purchasers this project 
would be approved at the December meeting with a view to the work being 
completed during the February half-term.   
 
Updates 
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk had attended a meeting at The Guildhall 
with regard to the Community Governance Review but unfortunately no additional 
information was forthcoming.  No decision has yet been taken with regard to the 
size of the new Town Council, and the formation of the two Unitary Authorities has 
yet to be ratified by Parliament. 
 
The Chairman and the Clerk had a meeting with Lee Newton who has now been 
engaged by NBC to oversee the transfer of assets to Parish Councils.  It appeared to 
be a very productive meeting and Mr Newton was made aware of the various 
queries the Parish Council had and the clarifications required before any further 
progress could be made.  To date no further information has been received. 
 
Local Crime.  There have been some positive outcomes in that two people have been 
arrested in connection with burglaries and car crime in the parish.  It was agreed 
that it may be sensible to delay another meeting until after Christmas.  The 
Chairman will contact Paul Golly (Crime Prevention Officer) to arrange this.  Held 
over to December meeting. 
 
Parking problems in High Street.  Nothing had yet been heard from Highways.  Held 
over to December meeting. 
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Leisure and Recreation 
The GSM reported: 

➢ He has received about 450 very small trees and shrubs from the Woodland 
Trust which are being planted in pots.  He cannot possibly use all of these 
so asked if anyone would like a small tree(s) to please contact him. 

➢ He has started the renovation of the old red telephone box. 
➢ The new defibrillator for Ecton Brook (courtesy of the Elwes Arms Charity 

Fund) has now been received and will be installed shortly. 
 
LB Pocket Park.  The following report had been received from Michael Clasper: 
“There was a volunteering session at Little Billing Pocket Park on Saturday 9th 
November.  Six volunteers collected and removed litter; blew the footpaths clear of 
fallen leaves, and moved most the large woodpile north of the orchard to a site on 
the other side of the main footpath.  This job will be completed next month”. 
 
Councillors Reports Not Covered Elsewhere 
Cllr. Nash advised all present of the various activities at Bellinge Community House 
over the next couple of months.  The Clerk will forward a copy of this to all members. 
 
Cllr. Pearson asked if the following two items could be added to the agenda for the 
December meeting: 

1. The possibility of installing an additional light halfway up the driveway to 
the playing fields. 

2. To make a decision on whether a bench should be installed on The Leys, and 
if so, where this should be placed. 

 
Cllr. Burbidge thanked all those who attended the Remembrance Service at the War 
Memorial the previous day and said he was pleased to see so many attending. 
 
Cllr. Clements said it would appear that Light No 93 has still not been attended to. 
 
Cllr. Mrs Jordan reported: 

➢ Ecton Brook Residents Association would like to extend their thanks to Cllr. 
Mrs Worthington for her gift of pansies. 

➢ There will be a table top sale at Bipin Brook on 29th November. 
➢ There has been a lot of incidences of anti-social by youths in Ecton Brook, 

and she was disgusted to advise that this included the killing of birds. 
 
Cllr. Brede said storm drains in Little Billing appear to be blocked and he will be 
reporting this. 
 
The Chairman reported that he was pleased to attend a short ceremony at the War 
Memorial in Great Billing on Saturday when the Billing Utd U9 football team and 
their opponents held a Remembrance Service. 
 
Date of Next Meeting and Closure 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.05 pm 
Next Meetings: 
Budget Meeting – 7.00 pm Monday 2nd December 2019 
PC Meeting – 7.30 pm Monday 9th December 2019 
Both at the Bernard Weston Pavilion, Great Billing. 
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